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Organised Resistance: The Role of Civil Society in Dismantling Apartheid in South Africa

Abstract

South Africa is a nation plagued by a history of institutional racism and structural
inequality which relegated approximately 80% of its population to live under the inhumane laws
of apartheid. When the dismantling of the apartheid system began in 1990, the world celebrated
the emergence of a new, truly democratic regime for the citizens of this country. What was
critical to the success of the anti-apartheid movement in South Africa is that citizens were
involved in the process of change and strategic action through their involvement with unions and
their affiliates. With opposition political parties banned and freedom fighters exiled, the unions
worked together with various organizations of civil society to mobilize the necessary political
will and increase public pressure on the National Party government. The relatively peaceful
means by which the majority demolished the entrenched, racist system was a true testament to
the underestimated role that civil society can play in changing humanity.
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Abstract

In India, the number of NGOs has increased dramatically impart because of the state’s ability
to function as the primary actor in development has waned. It is necessary to analyze NGOs
potential collaboration with governments to show that NGOs, as one of the more active members
of civil society, do serve to keep the state in check not only through direct confrontation but also
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