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1. Never before in htstory has the world experienced upheavals so far-reach:ng and so rapid -as
those that have taken place in this final decadé of the twentieth century, giving rise at once to great
hopes and urgent challenges.

2. Grezt hopes were engefidered by the end of the East/West ideological divide, which réimaved a
number of obstacles to the attainment: of the goals for which the Umted Nations system was created.

" The inéreasingly universal demand for the exercise of humen riehts, the’ progress of democracy, the

abolition of apantheid, the signature of the Israelo-Palestinian Protocol Agreemient, the initiatives
taken by the internztional community o prevent conflict -and maitaif peace, and the boost that.a
substantial reduction in armaments could give ta development --al! these are grounds for hoping for-a

better furure.

3. The moves towards regional or subregional integration currently under way in different parts
of the world - in Europe and-around the Mediterranean, in Asia znd dround the Pacific, berween

North.and South America and within Lain America - 2lso constitute new oppoitunities for peace
and development. Dictated in the first instance by economics and trade, these inittatives offer

potential framewoerks for co-operation in- culture, education, 1hie sharing of ideas and the transfer of

knowledge, thereby cpening the wey fo increased mutual understanding in a spirit of toleranee and
respect for diffarence.

4, At the same time, our world is in search of adequate responses {o persistent or renewed threats

1o its security. "wmlence intolerance and discrimination, and the upsurge of extremism, are the most

dramatic signs of dmswns affecting the cohesion of sociefy, They are above all symptoms of other

threats, often obscured by ideological confrontation, which now foree themselves upen our attention:
the widening zap between North and South; intolerable mequa]!t:es at international level and witkin

nations: the escalation of peverty and exclusion, even within industrial societies; excessive

,,populatmn growih which, when combined with situations of extreme destitution, produces
.. unprecedented migratory ﬂows the alarming pollution of the planét; new pandémics and mounting

drug abuse.

5. The adoptmn of a planetary viewpoint has today become the paramount cordition of our
survival. It is vital that we radically change our behaviour and criferia with reaard fo the
consumption of energy and raw materials; to pmducrmn to employment and to matenial well‘beina,
We must learn zs a matter of urgency-to invest in peace what we Have previously invested in war,
This is the message that UUNESCO, as the intellectual organization of the United ‘Naticns system,
must spread in order to prevent a return to situations of mistrust of confrontation 1hat would
seriously jeopardize 1he fragile prospects for peace and development and the very future of

£enerations to come.
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6 .The reform of the United Nations System 15, on the agenda: it is for each instituticn as well as
for the system as a whole to Te-examine their pricrity {}bject:ves s0 as te adapt thém to new -
challenges and opporiumities. UNESCO has been enmamed in ‘this exercise for some years, but the
preparation of the Medium-Term Plan for 1996-2061 should be the occation to.1ake this process 4.
step further by.délinesting 2 UNESCO more focused on its prionity missiens znd on'the tasks it-is
best quatified 1o perfarm, hawrg regerd 1d.i1s distinctive characterisiics.

7. In this respect, the twenty-sevenih session of the General Conference marked a sigsificant.
advance: & broad consensus emerged on the need 10 concentrate efferts on the 1wio objechives.
commen 1o the Uniizd Malicis sysizfivas a whale: the conselidalion of peace and the promation of



