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1. Never before in history has the workl experienced upheavals so far-reachingcand so rapid as 
those that have taken Place in thiS 'final decade of the twentieth century, giving rise at once to great 
hopes . and urgent challenges, 

2. Great hopes weFe engendered by the end of the East/West ideological divide, which removed a 
number of obstacles to the attainment - of the goals for wl-sich the United Nations system was created. 
The inélreasinly universJ demand for the exerciSe of humah rights, the progress of democracy, the 
abolition  of aparth eid., the siLrnature of the IsraeloPalestinian Protocol  Agreement,  the initiatives 
taken by the international community to prejent conflict .and maintain peace >  and the boost that a 
substantial reduction in armaments could,.:ive to development -& these are grounds for hoping  fora 
bett et future. 

3. The moves towards regorial or EPb'regional integration currently under ra..ay in different parts 
of the world _ in  Euro pe and around the Mediterranean, in A_sia and around the PaciEc, between 
North. and South A.rrierica and within Latin Arnelica - a[so consiitute new QPPorruniti ses  for  Peace 
and development. Dictated in the first instance by economics and trade, these initiatives offer 
potential frameworks for co-operation in culture, education, the sharline.‘of ideas and the transfer of 
knowledÉe, thereby opening the way to increased mutual understanding in a spirit of tolerance and 
respect for difference, 

4. At the  sanie  tlme, our world is in search of adequate responses to persistent or renewed -threats 
to its security. Violence, intolerece and discrimination, and the upsurge of extremism, are the most 
dramatic signs of divisions affecting the oohesion of society, They are above all symptoms of other 
threes., often obscured by ideological confrontation, which FlOW force themselves upon our attention: 
the Widening Zap between North and South; intolerable inequalities at  international  level and -Within 
nations; the escalation of poverty and exclusion, even within industrial societies; excessive 
population growth which, when combined With situations of extreme destitution, produces 
unprecedented migratory flows; the alarn -iing pollution of the planet; new pandemics and mounting 
drug abuse. 

5.•  The adoption .of a planetary viewpoint has today become the pàrgriount condition of our 
suriival. It iS vital that viee radically change our behaviour and criteria with  renard fo the 
consumption of energy and raw materialS i  tci production, to employment and to material wellbeing. 
We must learn as a matter of urzency- to invest in peace what we have previously invested in war, 
This is the message that  UNESCO, as the intellectual organiztion of the United  Nations  sYstem, 
must spread in order to preyent a return to situations of MiStrUSI OF confrontation that would 
seriously jeopardize the fraile prospects for peace and development and ftle very future of 
generations to come. 

I.  UNESCO'S MISSIONS 

6, 	,The reform of the United Nations system is on the agenda: it is for each institution as well as 
for the system as a whole to  me examine their priority objectives so as tO àdapt them E.0 new 
challenges and opportunities. UNESCO has been eriaed in this exercise for some ,years, but the 
preparation'of the Medium-Term ,Plan for 1996-2001 shoUld be the occasion to  cake  this process ,a 
step further by delineating a UNESCO more focused on its priority missions 'and on the tasks ;É is 
best qualified to perform, having reard td its distinctive characterislics. 

7 	In this respect, the cwenty-5,eventh session of the General Conference marked a' si ,21ificant 
ad'ance  a  broad  consensus eii-iered on the need to concentrate efforts on the two obiecÉives 
cornrnon to ine United NatiOn's Ssie;":11, as a whde; the .conz::olidaiion  of  peace and  the promotion of 


