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Many books and academic articles have been published on North American econom-ic
integration ini the last decade. Ini fact, this vast outpouring of literature lias produced what
one author referred to, only partly in jest, as one of the most dramaticaily expanding
industries in North America, the "Free Trade Debate Industry" <Kresl 1991). Nevertheless,
until the publication of this book there was, to our knowledge, no single volume
providing a balanced and accessible introduction to this complex and controversial
subjecL

The project that led to the writing and subsequent publication of this book brouglit
together economists from three North American universities: San Diego State University,
El Colegio de la Frontera Norte, and the University of Calgary. This endeavor, and the
book itself, grew out of a larger project, erititled "North American Integration," f unded by
the United States Information Agency's University Affiliations Program. Subsequently,
other organizations contributed the modest amnounts necessary for the authors to convene
and bring the book to fruition.
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