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(Mr. Sharma. India)

Similarly, article XI on economic and technological development should ensure 
that no arbitrary restrictions or export controls are imposed against another 
State party once the treaty is in place with its attendant verification 
system. The significance of the CW convention lies as much in the world 
community successfully abolishing an abhorrent class of weapons as in the 
successful example it would create of the universal approach which should

We still believe, as we 
suggested earlier, that the Conference on Disarmament should take advantage 
of the political momentum by setting itself a deadline to conclude its 
negotiations on a chemical weapons convention.

characterize other deliberations of the Conference.
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(Mr. Al-Ketal. Iraq)
... Since the Paris Conference on chemical weapons, our Conference has 
continued its discussions on the total prohibition of these weapons and the 
destruction of chemical weapons stockpiles, 
conferences and symposia have been held on this subject in various regions 
of the world, including the Canberra Conference held in September 1989. No 
observer at these conferences would have any difficulty in acknowledging the 
following facts which have characterized international efforts in this field. 
Firstly, the Paris Conference greatly furthered international efforts, and 
the efforts of the Conference on Disarmament in particular, to draft an 
international treaty totally prohibiting the production and utilization of 
chemical weapons. However, the slow progress of negotiations and the 
persistence of obstacles and numerous problems that are as yet unresolved have 
diminished the momentum engendered by the Paris Conference. Secondly, the 
Conference on Disarmament achieved limited progress in negotiations last year, 
given the fact that many issues and problems were raised in regard to various 
aspects of the draft international convention on the prohibition of chemical 
weapons. Moreover, some countries participating in the negotiations attached 
more importance to the non-proliferation of chemical weapons than to the 
elimination of the weapons which they already possess. Some countries have 
opted for a policy of placing greater constraints on the transfer of various 
products and technologies to prevent their use in the production of chemical 
weapons. Such measures not only violate the incontrovertible right of 
countries to acquire the technology and materials needed for development ; 
they also constitute a violation of the Paris Declaration on chemical weapons, 
a declaration which was drafted by those countries themselves. Thirdly, since 
the signing of the INF Treaty between the United States and the USSR, the 
nuclear-weapon States have adopted no practical measure for the control of 
nuclear weapons, or for the complete prohibition of nuclear weapon tests - 
despite the appreciable improvements that have occurred in East/West relations 
and the fundamental changes that have taken place in recent months in Europe.

Our presence in this Conference stems from our desire to participate 
seriously in all international efforts in the field of disarmament in 
accordance with the concepts and principles that I outlined at the beginning 
of my statement. However, we will not agree to become a party to any effort 
aimed at making negotiations on chemical weapons a pretext to prevent

During this period, several


