
It is concern over the powerlessness of the Council to act in the event
of a threat to the peace, breach of the peace or an act of aggression involving
one of the Great Powers, which has led some of the Members of the United
Nations, including Canada, to seek other methods, within the Charter,
of obtaining security for themselves and for other peace-loving peoples.
In a statement before the General Assembly in Paris on September 28, the
Chairman of the Canadian delegation, Mr. W. L. Mackenzie King said:'

Security for individual nations, under such circumstances, can be
assured only by the effective co-operation, and the united power of
those nations whose determination to maintain their freedom con-
stitutes a strong bond of community between them. It is not sur-
prising therefore that certain nations, knowing that their security
depends on collective action in some form, and which are not yet
able to achieve that security on the universal basis which the United
Nations contemplates, should, pending this large acconiplishment,
seek to achieve their security on a less than universal basis.

The Charter of the United Nations expressly bases security upon
collective action by the Members of the Organization. This indeed is the
first and principal purpose of the United Nations.

Article 51 of the Charter however recognizes the "inherent" right of
seif-defence collectively as weIl as indiviçlually "until the Security Council
has taken the measures necessary to maintain international peace and


