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The wood of the elm is bard, strong, tougb, comn-
pact. The difficulty of working it pitvents às

genéral use as timber. Its fibres hold tenaciously
together; and as tbe wood bas no special beauty

compared with the 'maple, cherry or some others, it
bas no special value for furniture. Lt was formerly

used iu sbip building; and tbe tough wood is useful

for ox yokes, wagon supports, bubs of wheels and

similar ptirposes wbere tbere is a. cross strain. A

cubic foot. weighis 45 pouuids. The bark is tough

aud strong, and has been used for nuakiug ropes and

chair, bottonis. The wood mnakes good, fuel and

vields an abundance of ash.

THE BEEcH.

The trim, neat appearancè of the beecb (Faguis

americana) when growing in the forest bas given

it the réputation of being the " best dressed " trce

of the woods. Lt has a tal graceful trunk, with

thin, smooth, closc-kuit bark, ash-grey in, colour,

with darker and lighter shades, but becoming paler

in.winter. Its green leaves turn to a rich reddish-

brown or aniber colour, and in autumn remain longer

on the branches than those of othçr deciduous tre--s.

Frequently t'ees in the 1deep woods retaiu their

withered leaves tbrougbout th2 winter. Its green

leaves are noît liable to attack f rom any insect. The

smooth sbining appearance. of its twigs and the polish

of its shapely, couical winter buds iadd to its trun

appearailce.
The beecb frequently attains a height of froni 75

to loo feet, with a -trunk diamneter of froin two to

four feet. Wben growing in open fiel&s it'is mucb

less in height, but often attains a considerable

circumference. Its spreading branches help to give

it the dense shade for wbich beech forests are re-

niakable. Wbile there is an abundance of floweririg

plants to be found on the ground iu oak woods, féw

are to be met with under beeches. Thij is perhaps

due to tbe dense shade. A curious brownish-yel-

low -plant, fromn six to twelve juches in heigbt, is

sometimes found in great abuiidauce under beech

trees in jate summer and autumu. This is a para-

site, called beecb-drops, whicb draws its nourisb-

meut from tbe roots of beech trees to which if is

attached.
The beecb is one of the most widely distributed

trees in north-easteTI Amnerica, and miany cif Oui ýý0-

called hardwood ridges are clothed principallY with

this tree, along with birches and mnaples. Tbe flow-

ers wbich appear at the sanie time with the leaves

are of two tc*n 4stamnate and pistillate. ThÇ

former are yellowish green, growing in tassels or
beads; the latter usuallY iu pairs on a short staIk.

The fruit is the well-known triangulai nut which is

enclosed in a bur. The buis open and the nuts

fail soon after the first frosts of autunm. There is
a saying tbat beech-nuts are abundant oni>' once iu

seyen years. This would be an Înteresting ýquestion
for some one to follow up, to find out wbether there
is any foundation for. tbe sayiug, and if there is, to

ascertain, if possible, the cause. Another saeing

about the beech tree tbat requires to be iuvestigated
is that it b .as neyer .been knowu to be struck !)Y
lightning.

The wood of the beech is bard, tougb, and close-

grained. A cubic foot weigbs 43 pounds. 'In coloiwq

it is ligbt or red, giviug rise to the belief 9u

country people tbat there ýare two kinds, tbeèwhite

and red. lucere is but, One. species knowni lu these
provinces. The differencei-.m colour iu those noted

above may arise from the more or lems rapid growth
of the wood. 'Me texture aLso Of the whl.te beech

is tougber and less, hable to warP; that Of the red

is moire brittie.
The wood ofthe bech makes the best of flooring.

It is used ýlso lu cbair-makiflg and turuiug," for saw-

bandles, beuch planes, and for uiany other purPoses.
Its wood make7 excellent fuel.,. ýy

it1is difficuit to transplant beeches, because te

usually grow attacbf-d to mue another under ground.

But to cultivate a young. tree fromn a beech-uut is

au interesting experimelit, if oniy to notice the two

wide and tbick first leaves (cotYledons) th*t aPPear

above grouud, and growiug up betweeu them the

littie stem beariug tbe truie beech leavoe.

The ClGoveS
The clovers have no riow ta Plat;
They fred the cows, and nake the hay;

And trim the lawns, and help the bees,
Until the Sun sinks through the trees.,

And then they laY aside their Cares,

And fold their hands to say their prayers,.
And drop their little tired hcads
And go to sleeP in.clover beds.

Then when the day dawns cleair end blue,

They walce -and wash their htnds in dew,.
And as the sun climbs up the sk>r

They Mdd thein up and let , thent dry~
And then to work the whole long day;
For clovers have no timie to play.
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