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a strong desire on the part of some of those interested in
lumbering that the Government should come to their aid
in a somewhat drastic manner, by suspending the payment
of royalties, taxes, rentals and any other statutory liabili-
ties until the return of better times. With every disposition
to aid the industry as far as was legitimate, he thought this
was asking too much. The Government had, however,
carefully considered the whole situation, and he was pre-
pared to announce that in any individual instances where,
through no fault of their own, persons engaged in the lum-
bering business were for the moment unable to make the
statutory payments to the Government, the latter would,
after investigation, be prepared to postpone the payments
until conditions improved. He thought this was a reason-
able concession and one which should enable the industry
to tide over this present difficulty.

With respect to fisheries and fruit growing, there were
many reasons why it should be presently possible to secure
larger markets for both classes of products, and efforts
would be made to that end.

Briefly, these were the proposals of the Government,
and if the municipalities and corporations were prepared
and were able to make the necessary financial arrange-
ments and supplement the policy of the Government by
carrying on their civic and other public works as nearly
as possible in accordance with their original programme, it
would mean that it might not be necessary to resort to any
extreme measures, or, as some had suggested, to the insti-
tution of public relief works, which he was anxious to avoid,
if possible, and which, in any event, would be the last
resort.

All the succeeding speakers expressed approval of the
Government’s policy as outlined by the Premier.

Col. E. G. Prior strongly complimented the Premier
on the stand he took.

Mayor Stewart of Victoria stated the city would con-
tinue its public improvements, and that it could look after
much of its own unemployment, but made no recommenda-
tions.

Mayor Baxter of Vancouver emphasized the necessity
for a “back to the land” movement as a certain permanent
solution of the present trouble of unemployment. He
pledged himself and the Municipal Council to keep all pub-
lic improvements under way. He was of the opinion that
the city would be able to look after its own unemployed,
but confessed doubt as to being able to provide work for
the hordes that would likely pile into the city this fall and
winter. He expressed the opinion that some way might be
found for the issuance of currency for the payment of labof
in prosecuting public works.

Mayor Grey of New Westminster likewise pledged
himself and his Council to continue all public work, an
also that his city would be able to take care of the unem”
ployed.

Mayor Planta of Nanaimo stated that Nanaimo wa®
unfortunate in recently getting over a strike, and that the
city was so overloaded that difficulty would be experiencé
in meeting the situation.

Mr. Jonathan Rogers of the Vancouver Board of T'rade
emphasized the idea of getting back to the land as most
important at this juncture, while President McQuarrie of
the New Westminster Board of T'rade emphasized that the
clearing of land and building of roads was essential to the
employment of labor this winter.

Mr. A. H. B. Macgowan, M. P. P., supported the othef
speakers when they stated that there would be a great deaf
of unemployment this winter, and also in the matter 9.
getting back to the land, but he went further, namely:, I
the Government had any good land capable of productio™
reasonably accessible to markets, the Government, to me**
this emergency, ought to consider the advisability of cled
ing it and getting the right class of settlers on it. .
Government had no such good land accessible, the Gover™
ment should consider the advisability of buying it. ;

(Continued on Page 14)
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