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ardabout which' there are mnany -Dutchi survivais in the

'nines Of both familles and places. M-.aniv of the considera-
1i01 11rged on hehiaîf of giving Duteli % place in the univer-

SiisOf America apply with equal force to Great Britain.
orf the local dlialects of IEtîgîlaiir have preserved s0

ofuc f tiseir original Ljow Germnas ciiasacteristius that
English sýailors frosn eastern port,, can niake thernsclves under-

todin the Isarbours of llollanid. To give sncbi attention
to thie Dntch language and literature woulId have ani excellent

efetIn paving the xvay for a better understanding between
the British and Dutch in South Africa, where 'dangerous
confliets are the ontcome of want of sympýtthy if not. of
rnOtttal conternpt.

SPhrase bas during the past few weeks, played a very
iinPOrtanit part in current political discussions ini

?ar"Ilunent anid in tihe party journals. ft iýs too vagut
leind 'tself easily to definition, and yet on the meaning read
Oto it by mne, in , state of political passion svill depend die
fate of tbousands of civil servants ail over the Dominion.

The Canadiari theory of the civil service lias heretofore
reenîdthat of the British service a mans appoirited to a

pusblie Office expects, and is expected, to re tain it ini spite of
ehaniges of Administration, so lonsg alise does isis duty efi-
Ciently, anfd keeps out of electiors olstests. H1e may vote for

bsParty candidate, but lie nia:y not eniter actively into caris-
Pasgla Work On bis beliaif.

du Quite a different theory prevailed in the United States
uring the lisaf century before the election of President

Cleveland tweive years ago. It xvas ernbodied in the teî'se
deunthat "to the victors belong the spoils," and it was

reduced tO Practice witls a thoroughniess that caused an
41mot lPete change of personnel ini the civil and

riývlu1atsc Services whienever there was a change of Execu-
te. Mr, Cleveland, tisough lie was the first Densocratie
Preti n a qJuarter of a century, gave the " spoils "sys-
te"' al decided c heck in practice, and nnrsia1lrsato

all( Rke i acio haesnecooe;L in an 'effort to

N0 teintli ~ îiaît desires to have tise "spoils

Whenl the ob c ad into thjis country, especially at a tirne
to be8 n deterîiaied eftort, to extirpate it bids fair
Off uesfiin its native lanrd. if %ve will don thse cast-

Politic'î 'lothes of our neighbours, let us at least confine

i'l the est n to those garients tlîat have not becoine odions
%titntion of thse original wearers. Instead of followv-

til a bssd and diceieiexamlple we shonld (1o our utaiost

or isle civil service above suspicion of eitlîer itsellicieiicyPartisanshi.

hexpe a' two dangers to wbich oui' systeisi ini Canada

te 8,1 active lie Of ti5C5e is the tendenicv of civil Servants to
PuIrpose of h n offensive part in election conitests for the

boi r epncandidates, of the party to wiil they

ttleWiicii thley syxupathize ; thle otier is the
ul'e nPersisterice witîî wisich the party in5 OPP0Si-( d SOs ce every disinissal fromn oihice as a resort to the

%evant 8 sterîs If thies, dangers are to be avoided, civil

eolts mst Iiiike up thi i' nis to keep ont of party
adll ai rid 'is11 out of power ilnust be prepared tot Pub lic evnsogi ob

0 need for Srat ulttib dismissed wiieii tisere
frtheir r their sevcsor wlien they pr-ove to be unlfit

POsitionjs
Disturbi

Servanlt. wing deî 1 5 iOof anl iltenltionI C(o disniliss Civil

0 "' ee uil r y of "offensi ve priaili

have this sessiots been freely moade by several Xlinistens of thse
Crowrs on tise floor of the Elouse of Couinions. To titis t here
can ho no objection froin tise point of vicw of tisose who be-
liex e in niaintaininig the Britisi systein. Thse only question
s bat caîs arise is one of the interpreras ion of a phrase on thle
vagnieness of whicbi we have already commnent ed. To sc
that (lue care is exercised in its application is thle plain,
obv ions duty of the Premîier imiself. Tise msajority of the
people are uiot, indictively cruel, andti ey v, iii look to Mr.
Laurier persoially to sec tls;t, everv nais wlio is accused is
allowed a chance to defend hiniself. This would be in
,tccord with bis personal reputation foi' magnaimity, ansd
wvould be at tise saine tinse good Pasrty tactics.

It shîould lbe noteil, iiowever, tiiat, if " offensive parti-
stsnsbip " is objectionable in tise Dominion civil service it is
no less objectionable iii tise various Provinscial services,. It,
is openly allerged, antd riot deîsied, that somne prominerîr men-
bers of s ho iriside service of Onttario were vei'y active and
very offensivç partisans of tie Liberal leader ini tie late con-
Lest for, the Donsinion. These men slsould be able t0 sec for
themnselves tisat coîsruct of this soit is sure to lead to re-
pi-isals, anid that they are not mierely risking their owrs posi-
tions but furnishing the best, possible excuse for the intro-
duction of tise ',spoîi.c " sysu cmi.

B'ehili thie S-paker's Chair.

Tp fil, faet of a Libet'al .. dninistratioii at Oittawa is just
.begsnng to make itself i-ealized. For so long one

political. party andi under tise leadership of one great peî'son-
ality held sway at the national capital, that m-any came to
regard'tise botry regime as perpetual. Anvoise iooking ins
upon the buse of Conimions to-day will sec foul evidence
tisat a change hsîs corne. Ors the breasury benches sits a
strong Government-stronger probably thani any whîich ha s
sat there for twenty years past.

Poiicy is an important thing in any Administration,
but wlien tise dividiîsg is'sues are not acute, personalitv is ai
greater factor. A study of the personality of tise pi-esent
Dominion Goveri'nment is not uninteresting.

First, atnd easily chief, sits iloni Wilfrid Laurier-
actually the Psimie Minister of titis great Dominion. 'ren
years ago sucis a possibility xvas uncireamed of. A sliglit
andi pleasant-looking figure sat beside Mr. Blake, the ititel-
lectual giant whso led tise Libei'al party inost ably and înost
successfully-except into powver. Whsen, afteî' tise elections
of 1887, Mr. Blake got disgusted witb the electot-ate and
tired of the seerningly hsopeless struggle against the clever
linbug of Sir Join A. Macdonald, the Libet-al leadershsip
%vas, for a tirne in cotmmisssion. lIn point of ability and force
of character, beyond q1uestions Sir Richard Cartwrighst stood
pt'eCiîsent amiong those wlio were availabie. -But in tis
age of tise world's iîistorv foi-ce of ebaracter is a dan-
g .erons qualitY to possess. In polities it is thie age of
Opportunism. Mediocrity constitutes tise centre of gravity
in political parties, and nothsing aharms îssediocrity so inuch
as tise presence of a commanding mental force. Mr. Blake
suggested Mr. Laurier as lus successor. r.Laurier xvas
modest, gentle, unitssnming,. Every mediocrity in tise
Liberal patty believed he could exet-cise some influence over
humi, and Mr. Laurier was chosen.

H-e assumed lus duties very modestIy and told everyone
that he not onhy did not wish the post, but feit himself un-
eqtiai to it. But under normal conditions tise worid is chari-
table towards leaders. The distinction between the leader
of the orchestra and the i-est of the performers, as viewed
fî-otn tise stalls and tise pit, is enortiions, and every leader- is
acie d a% fair chance. Mr. Laurier steadihy grew. Eaclî
year lie loomed larger in tise public eye until at this moment
he is, periiapq, tise greatest persoisaiity ansd the most supreme
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