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A RECENT deliberate and malevolent distortion of an item of war newscabled to Now York has called forth another demand for diret comuni-cation between Canada and England-this time fromn a Mnra otmporary. If such a scheme were successfully undertaken, a much-neededamelioration of journalistic ethics would be amongat the indirect p roba-bilities. It would scarcely be safe then to write "lLondon letters " and"4special despa ;ches " on King-street, Toronto, or to impose upon a con-fiding public impossible "linterviews" cabled by Ilown correspondents"from Timbuctoo.

HE lets I dare not wait upon 1 would " is the general opinion of Mr.Mowat's position on the proposai to erect New Parliamentary Buildings.
A GOOD deal hias been said about Henry Irving's eccentric walk on thestage. "lBut the way in which Messrs. Twain and Cable reel and toddle
oft e ae," says the Chicago Saurday Evening Ie-l, " ih a d tand-go-one hop-skip-and.jumnp kind of performance, beats ail the recordsof walks eccentrie, concentrjc, or ridiculous, our eyes ever beheld. Theyougît to buy a couple of go-carts, and hire a nurse to teach thetu how towalk."

Mn. FoRSTER'S article in the NVineteenthè Century on the suabject ofImperial Federation is disappointing. What is wanted as a preliiminaryto discussion on the subject of Federation surely is the statement of aacheme wherehy it can be shown that Federation is practicable. But Mr.Forster does not formulate any proposais or mneet the difficulty in anysatisfactory way ; alI ho suggests is that the Colonial Office should caîl aconference, to ho held in London, at which accredited representatives ofthe variaus colonies shotuld be invited to attendl. It would be for them tosay how the difficulties in the way of constituting a genieral governingbody should be overcome. About one thing Mr. Forster is very decided.Ho thinics that the colonies should have a voice in directing the foreignpolicy of the country, and lie bolieves that if they liad the result wouldbe in the direction of peace.

APRopos of the deatl in Egypt of the London Standard'8 Ilspecial, " theMetropolitan correspondent of the Liverpool ilfei-cury hias the fo hwing:.-Poor Cameron is the chief of the newspaper corrospondents killed inStewart's desert march. Ho lias for sorne tiîne been our best demcriber ofbattle and military achievements, and bis loss to journalismn is irreparable.Ris enorgy was put forth without one touch of bluster or bounce. TheStandard Ildiscovered " lhin almost by accident after its correspondent ladquarrellod with Sir Frederick Roberts. Ho startled everybody by lisperformances, and was made at once a regular member of the Standardstaff. His description of the bombardment of Alexandria was incompar-ably the bost produced. Ho did oxcellently well at Tel-el-Kebir. In aprivate letter from Suakim during the time of conflict thero 1 read-andthe communication came from a very high quarter indeed-"l 0f thecarrespondents, Cameron is first favourite. Everybody likes hitu; and liswork is honest and sincere. Soine of the mon Soin to think nothing ofromancing a little, but Canieron tolls the true story, and makes it muchmore interesting than the fictions of others." Ho lad a quick oye, a readypen, a graphic style, and a con8cientious regard for accuracy. Cameron atone time editod the Biombay Gazette. A correspondent once sought topierce his ananymity. "lWhat connection las your writer with thearmy 1" he asked. "Ho represents the Jliderabad cbntingent," wasCameronsa reply.

THE wail of an English correspondent touching the irritating tondencyof servants to, bave doors open wili striko a sympathetic clord in manya heart on this side the Atlantic. This is the sort of weather that findsout aIl tho cracks, crovîces, and joints in ono's armour; when cold draughts,no one knows where from, came snieaking into tho rootu, making tlem-selvos a homo in the napo of your neck. Thon why, oh why, is it, thatservants fix upon this time of the yoar for leaving the door open andchilling one ta the bone fifty times a day! R ow mucl botter it would be,if instead of toaching geometry our Board Sceole instructed the girls whoare to become our domestics ta shut the door when they quit the room 1No branch of the education of a servant is more important thaîî this, ortconduces more ta, tho comfort of lier omployers. To lave to rise fromi vthe artu-clair ovory time the girl las occasion to visit the rootu, in order vta, shut tho door af ter lier, is not good for the temper, or likely to induce yblessings ta ho called down upon lier. But servants can, with a little Ptrouble, and the weoding ont of the careloss, ho trainod to botter habits, Iand made ta leavo the door as they found it, when their orrand is accom-plished. A servant who obeys this rule is wortl mucl. more than the elthoughltess girl who soems to be in beague with the demon ruhta Pfecund parent of neuralgia and influenza. druî,ta

THE dastardly atteînpt ta blow up the Houses of Parliament by the s'dynamitard successors of Guy Fawkes recalis ta mmnd an exceedingly goodspecimen of an Irish bull made by the beadle of St. Patrick's Cathedral 0Dublin, wlen Dean Swift insisted an lis giving him a sample of lis poot- liical talents. It was the ove of the llfth of November, and the verses were hiPto ho âpropo8 ta the anniversary of Gunpowder Plot, whereupan the pootic hibeadie wai inspired ta, produce the following couplets :-B
To-nigît'. the day, 1 speak it with great sarrow,That we were ail] ta have been blown up te.morrow; tiiTherefore. take care of fires and oandle.light, 

i'Tis a oold, frosty morning, and sa, gaod.might. 
i

.iNeectless to, add, the Dean was delighted.

C O TI E T A a b t é s a e a k i ge n t u i s i al)b u th e n u m e ro scure tht hve een ffetedlatly t Dr Viarts hdroathic establish-ment at Divonne, a litte village on the French frontier, but an hour anda-half's drive fromn Qeneva, The establishment, it appears, was foundednearly forty years ago by Dr. Paul Vidart, a well-known French physl-cian, and is now carried on by lis son with increasing success. The Sr6ciality at IDivonne is the IlCold Water Cure, " and the list of the ptetwho have been enitireîy restored to hcalth after a course of treatmnft, lBalready a very long one. In addition to the advantages derived directlfrom Dr. Vjdart's treatment, the patient is surrounded by the MOStdelightful scenery. Sheltered by the Jura miountains, Divonne Posseffla climate which is exceptionally mild and beneficial, and of the utfl'ostassistance in the restoration of health. Baths there are in every variety ;for such as are able and willing, gymnastics, fencing, billiards, and sWvln'ming, too, are available. The ball-room, theatre, lbrary, and concertrooms are very popular, and altogether, life in the Divonne establishnmentis tranquil and pleasanit.

IF Mr. F. W. Myers is to be trusted, the phenotuena of SPirituli8''are explained. They are nt produced by spirits from another world stail, but by the power of mind over mind. In certain psychic conditionsf,what one person unconsciously thinks-what is stored up in his mind buthie cannot reach by the exrcise of is memory-may ho projeted, al"ounconsciously, into the mind of another person. Mr. Myers hias been in,vestigating the planchette, which writes what the writer himself kflOWSnothing of. From Mr. Newnhani, rector of Maher, Devonport, he haoreceived a story of long investigations, the particulars of which are pub-lished in the Contemporary Review. Mr. Newnham sat witl his wife, andfound that sho read in his mind the things that hie knew or the thingOwhicl he once knew and lad forgotten. As the planchette, or writiflginstrument, makes anagrains whichi require, a very great deal of arrange-ment to be understood, this is a more wonderful tale than the other.What I have forgotten, I can unconsciousîy tell you, who will unconsciousYreceive it and give it back to me by aid of the planchette written in riddles,which. both you and 1 have to take a great deai of trouble to read.» Sudhis the theory of the author of "lSt. Paul." IlIt wants a great deal Ofbelieving," as the song says.

CORRE SPONDENCE.

TO READERS AND cOREESPONDFNTS.
Ail comuUnications intended for the Editor muet be addressed: EDITOR OP Ti5 Jordan Street, Toronto.Contrîbutors who desire their Ms. returned, if nlot accepted, muet enclose sta.nP for ehXItpurpose.

MRI. HAGUE ON cONFEDERATION.
lo the Editor of The WVeek:

Si,-Thiere cannot possibly be a higher authority on Banking questions than bMr.George Hlagno; and what hoe says as to the closeness of the financial relations prevailingbetween the different Provinces of the Dominion may therefore he taken as correct. BueI thinkc no ne can possibly go among tlle people of the Maritime Provinces withut bifgstruck with the total absence of any warmi feeling towards Canada, of which theY spekalmost as if it wore a foreign country' The tone of the Press is, as might be expected, inaccordance with that of the people. Ae to Quebec, Mr. Hague cannot foul to see that tis an exclusive nationality by itself,' and hias nu parallel alnong the States of the AimericaflUnion. Ie its conduet in blackmiailing us as it does on overy occasion a sign that leregards its own interests as identical withi thuse of the Cunfedleration ? ScRUTA1'0B

SN0W I3LocKADES IN THE NORTH-WEST.
ru the £ditor of The~ Weelk.

SIR,-In your notice of the February number of the century you bring Mr. George
3eers to task for inaccuracy, instancing his graphie description of a snow bloclcade between3randon and Winnipeg. In justice to Mr. Beors 1 think it only right that yuur criticisinhuuld be noticed, and any erroneoits impression it migbt croate as tu the truthfulness Ofvhat Mr. Beers states bie set right. As a resident of Brandon fur nearly fuur ye'a 1 caulestify to the fact that wbat Mr. Beers says in connectiu,î with the snlow blokadO invhich hie was a prisuner is in the main correct. The unly inaccuracy hie can be chargediith is in mitaking the time at whicls the bloekade occurred. It was not t,, but feOuears ago. In the winter of 1881-82 we experionced several blockades on the Canadisfl'aciflc llailway between Brandon and Winnipeg, but I am glad to say none since. Iremeinher rigbtly the bluekade referred to by Mr. Beers took place between Portage la'rairie and Winnipeg, on the old Uine of the Canadian Pacifie Railway. It 18 well kno'nniat that piece of the railway was badly cun.structed, the tics being simply laid upOfi therainie without any grading, and in consequence the snow tlrifted right upo the treck,ince the Syndicato straightened the line fromt Portage to Winnipeg nu difficulties fron0now have been expenienced.

In justice to our mucb.malignod climats and the management of the Canadian Pacifie*ailway, I may say that since the winter of 1881.82 we have experienced nu difficultiesr delays un account of snow bloccados. Su far this wjnter our mails have arrived asunctually as in sumîyner, anti the samne may be said of last winter. Wherever there le akelihood of snow drifting on to the track fonces have been erocted constructed out 0focks of snow laid une upun the uther to a beigbt of four or five foot, creating an effectuai~rrier against drifts. It is the Ilpacking qualities " of our snuw, referred to by Mr-eers, that enables the Coxnpany to utilize it for theso, fencos.Before clusing 1 would add that I well remember the great piýaise that wa8 at thenue bestowed upon Mr. Beers and his Ilcumpanion in snow-shoes " for their noble anddefatigable efforts to provide food for their fellow-passengers on the occasion referred.- I am, Sir, yours truly, 
GOGSB-an4on, M an., Feb. 7th, 1885. S. G o Q S
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