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Current Topics.

The Young Gon. Sil' Mackenzie Bowell’s first ;fppe;u'anc(:
Servative Meesing 11 Loronto ab a political gathering was at

the opening of the Young Conservative
) ooms last week. The venerable Premier contented
mself with saying a few graceful things to his supporters,
faving the

Hib})ert T

Olul) r

speech of the evening to his colleague, Sir Charles
upper. The latter was, as usual, quite equal to the

Oceast ‘ . .
asion.  His address was an electioneering speech, of

fourse—in view of the impending appeal to the people, it

00}‘1{1 not be otherwise—but it was a very good one. As

af;::.St:}P of J uf;tice, sho.uld h.is parcy be f'eburned.to power

e coming election, Sir Charles Hibbert will have a

8ood chance to distinguish himself. Young, courageous,

C‘;‘::tiifmd ul?k’:, he can hardly fail to make his mark deep on
Adian political history.

" Mr. Laurier, in his Massey Hall speech-—
. Laurier on th,
Manitobg School

Question. lic address he has yet made—re-asserted

¢ which was, in our opinion, the ablest pub-

his now familiar dictum on the Manitoba
His position is simply this: If the Mani-

testang ooy ) as‘ccfnstit.ut.ed l‘mder the existing Act, are Pro-
O&thol'sc ools, it is an mJustlce.and c{utrnge to compel Roman
I parents to send their children to such schools.

Ve . . . i |
1 'y faiv-minded Canadian, Protestant or Roman Catholic,
'nust assent to

School Question,
toly, schooly

this proposition. But, simple though it seems,

1t re . .
ally gives no promise of help in solving the problem.
ere My . . . . .
_ Mpr, Laurier’s party in power, under his Premiership,
and ey,

. e they to attempt to meet the difticulty on this basis,
quezt'would be obliged, first of all, to settle the very diflicult
MO0, what constitutes a Protestant school 7 If the Bible

Were

re: . . .

at €ad, or an undenominational prayer offered, would not
fact mar

Atho| k the schools as Protestant, according to Roman
athol; . .
1¢ principles ? Tf, on the other hand, they were made

lics, unless under the control of the * Church.” What they
demand, as an act of alleged justice, and as alone satisfying
their conscientious scruples, is for Roman Catholic children
a system of schools in which the dogmas of Catholicism shall
be distinetly taught, and the ritual of that Church to a
greater or less degree followed, under the direction of the
accredited teachers of the Church. A fair inference from
Mr. Laurier’s words would seem to be that he would not
hold his co-religionists entitled to such schools, as state-
supported schools. Is that his meaning? If so, he would
probably find it easy to compromise with Protestants. But
would he not be repudiated by his own fellow-churchmen?

Tt isre-assuring tofind the Canadian Premier
The Copyright

X and his Minister of Justice speaking out so
Question. =]

clearly and strongly as they did in reply to
an influential deputation which waited on them a few days
ago, in this city, on the subject of the right of Canada to
make and carry out her own copyright legislation. As we
have hefore had occasion to say, the question is no ionger one
of the justice or injustice of the particular act in question,
but the far broader and more important one of Canadian self-
government under the B.N.A. Act. To be constitutionally
granted the vight to govern ourselves in regard to a certain
class of subjects, and then to have our legislation in regard to
one of these subjects obstructed and made of no effect by the
action or inaction of the Home Government,is, as the Minister
of Justice boldly intimated, to raise the larger question
whether we have responsible Government, or whether the
B.N.A. Act is so much waste paper. The. Premier admits,
however, that the Government has promised long ago that
the Canadian Act shall not be put in operation until the
whole matter has had the fullest consideration in the
Colonial Office. This is not very hopeful, especially in view
of the length of time which has already elapsed since the Act
was submitted for such consideration. How many more
years may be consumed in the process of consideration? It
is a pity that such a promise was given without some time-
limit having been agreed on, within which the fullest consid-
eration should be given.

In the Province of Quebec the ecclesias-
The Quebec Parish
Case.

tical parishes are parishes for civil pwr-
poses also. ~ A recent judgment of the
Imperial Privy Council has confirmed the claim of the
authorities of the Roman Catholic Church, to the right to
rearrange parish boundaries practically as they please. In
1890, parts of two adjoining parishes in the diocese of Mont-
real were detached from their original connections and united
with each other to form a new parish. Application was

made to the Superior Court of the district to stop the pro-




