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Population ought to be rapidly increasing,
bringing with it a corresponding increase in
the volume of exports and imports. Under
the circumstances no Canadlian should be
content with a showing that indicates that
We are scarcely more than holding our own
fromu year to year. Then, again, legitimate
questions arise as to the manner in which
the taxation from which sucli resuits are
obtained is levied. Does it fall in juý,t pro-
portions upon all classes in the country?
Do the rich pay as much in proportion 'as
the POOr? Isl the sumn 5o levied as to be an
encouragement or a hindrance to the trade
frour which the public coffers are replen-
ished ? Above al], is the manner of levying
it such that the smrallest possible proportion
of the whoîe is diverted fromr the public
cheat î Or is it the fact, as so many com-
Plain, that for every dollar taken froru the
people's pockets for the public service, at
lea8t another dollar is exacted for the
benlefit of protected individuals and com-
bines ?i The ideal of wise and economical
government is reached only wLen' the bur-
dien of taxation is the lightest possible con-
5shtently with the demands of the public
service, and is distributed evenly among îll
the People. Hoxw much wealthier would the
m~asses of the Canadian people be to-day
bad they been left free during the last ten
Years to purchase their goods in the cheap-
est Mnarkets, paying only so mach taxation
as" Was absolutely necessary in order to mo(tt
tb5 wants of the ti easury, without reference
to PrOtectionist d< etrines and aims? These
are 80ome of the questions that are worth
th'inking about by every intelligent Can-
adian. They are quebtions whic'h will be
vlgo)rOusly debated a few weeks hence -at
Ot.taa But every intelligent elector
ehoUld satisfy himself, by his own patient
enquiry and thought, so as to have bis
Mlind made up before the election is an-
110unced.

THE DEPARTING YEAR.

The Year just closing will not go down

hl8O y associated with any great revolu-
t'r ywhich the politicalI map of the

World was cbanged for aIl comning time. Nor
base it witnessed any military struggle bc-
tweena great nations, thougb the tramp of
d'Illiflg soldiers and' the reverberations of
'ý)Pe rmenting cannon follow the sun in its
daIîY circuit around the globe. But tbougb
there bas been no terrible outburst of tho
P eltu1p forces which underlie our boasted

1'iainlike the giants of chassic fable
berneath a sluinberingvolcano, it is flot hard

do iscover the trend of tendencies which,
though slower in operation, and less open

to bsevatonare scarcely less potent
&erisfor effecting great changes than

to8e ore observable forces which are con-
"r'rtl 7 threatening to rend the nations.

stîThe rivaîry in increasing armaments is
%tl kePt up, notwithbtanding the almost

torble bresit imposes on states

which are poorly able ta bear them. The
Emperor of Germany succeeled, by dint of
perse vering ( ffort and af ter an appeal to the
people, in having bis Army Bihl passed, with
some important modifications. But the
financial pressure it involves is just now
coming to be feit and resented, if not resist-
ed, and the ultimate consequences to the
nation it is impossible to predict. It is
pretty certain, however, that the long
patience of the people must one day give
way under thestrain. Meanwhile France
bas played into the bands of the miîitary
Emperor by the unrestrained enthusiasm
with which the visit of the Russian fleet
was hailed and the enormous sums which
were lavishied in the preparations for the
reception and entertainment of its oficers.
The assumed union of the French and Ras-
sian fleets in case of war bas given rise to a
good deal of excitement in England as well
as in Germany. Though the British Gov-
ernment bas refused to admit that there is
any ground for alarm, we hear of additional
gunboats bcing ordered and additional
expenses for fortifications being incurred, in
a way that makes it pretty clear that the
recurring annual scare is having its effect.
Jtaly, the weak member of the Triple Alli-
ance, bas evidently reach'ed the limit, flot
merely of its financial resources-that was
reached and passed long since-but of the
powers of endurance of its people. Even
as we write, the masses are almoat in open
revoît against the new taxation which the
Crispi Gov3rniment bas found absolutely
necessary, if the head of the nation is to be
kept above water. Ominous rumours are
afloat, pointing to alleged dissatisfaction
with the reigning sovereign. Evidently,
either a revolution with some more popular
form of government for its goal, or advances
in the direction of abetter understanding with
the Vatican,are among the possibilities of the
near future. On the whole, in view of the
terrible strain under which the power8 comr-
posing the Triple Alliance, on the one hand,
and their two great adversaries, on the
other, are constantly placed, it seeins diffi-
cuit to, bolieve that another year can pass
witbout a rupture of some kind. The first
outbrcak may be in some of the insignificant
Balkan states, or the avalanche may be
precipitated by some sudden movement on
the part of Russia, whose Mediterranean
fieet, in its possibilities of corijunction with
that of F rance, bas imported a new element
of distrust if flot of danger into the situation.
Indications at the present moment are
theught by some prophets to point in the
direction of a descent upon the Dardanelles
and Bosphorus, with the object of effecting a
union of the Black Sea fleet with that of the
Mediterranean, and a conjectural alliance of
both with that of France, a movement
which could Ecarcely fail to bring about a
conflict with Great Britain.

A much more pleasing subject for
thought and conjecture is afforded by the
successful application of the principle of
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international arbitration d uring the year, in
the settiement of the Behring Sea dispute
between the United States and Great Brit-
ain. Though Canada hap, so far as at
present appears, not much reason fo~r self-
gratulation on the re8uit, it is flot unlikely
that impartial future bistory may show that
substantial justice bas been done. At any
rate, there is no reason to doubt that ail
parties concerned will abide loyally by the
decision, and that a question whicb was
becoming irritating if flot dangerous bas ~
thug been permanently settled. Unhappily
there are, as yet, few indications on the part
of other nations of any disposition to follow
go good an example, and adopt this most
sensible and Christian method of sLttling '

their disputes. The day of its general ac-
ceptance may flot be far distant, but it is
not likely to arrive until after the decisive ý
trial of strength for which the great powers
of Europe have been so long preparing, shall
have been made. After that, it is not
unlike]y that very different conditions xnay
prevail. It would not, in fact, be surpris-
ing should one or another of these I Powera"
disappear in the struggle, or at least be
relegated to the ranks of second c r third
class nations.

One of the aigns of the time in Gr at
Britain and Europe is the tendency so
observable in many countries eluring the
past year towards democracy. The actual
progress; in this direction bas been mobt
marked in some of the minor states, such as
Belgium and llolland, but the same influ-
encas are manifestly at work in Austria-
Hlungary, G rmany and other of the more
conservative monarchies. With the excep.
tion, perhaps, of Russia, where the spread
of liberal ideas is so effectively barred by
the wall of absolutism, there is hardly a
state in Europe not already democratized
in which radical and dem ocratie ideas are not
making beadway. The day cannùt be far
distant when, throughout almost ail the
nations of Christendom, the will of the
people will be the supreme law. Olosely
connected,though by no means identical,with 1
this movement, is the spread of socialisin in
some of the great states, particularly in
Qermany. Whatever may be the merits
or dangers of Socialism, it is unjust to con-
fuse it with Anarchy, as is go often done.
Lndeed, the one is in some rcspects the very
antithesis of the other, for whule Anarchy
would destroy ail governrùent, Socialism
would not only retain government, but
extend its functions until it embraced
almost the whole realm of human lufe and
industry. The consequences of botb Radi-
calisni and Socialisai when they shail have
gained the ascendency wiII, no doubt, depend
very largely upon the extent and thorougli-
ness of the education which may be given
to our future masters.

Turning for a moment to our own i
continent, the two chief events in the
United States, t.arring the great Chicago
Fair, are the repeal of the Sherman Silver


