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Population ought to be rapidly increasing,
bfinging with it a corresponding increase in
the volume of exports and imports. Under
the circumstances no Canadian should be
content with a showing that indicates that
We are scarcely more than holding our own
from Year to year. Then, again, legitimate
Questions arise as to the manner in which
the taxation from which such results are
Obtained is levied. Does it fall in just pro-
Portions upon all classes in the country ?
Do the rich pay as much in proportion as
the poor 7 Ts the sum so levied as to be an
ncouragement or a hindrance to the trade
from which the public coffers are replen-
l_shed? Above all, is the manner of levying
1t such that the smallest possible proportion
of the whole is diverted from the public
cheat? O ig it the fact, as s0 many com-
Plain, that for every dollar taken from the
People’s pockets for the public service, at
least another dollar is exacted for the
b?neﬁh of protected individuals and com-
bines ! The ideal of wise and economical
8overnment is reached only whken the bur-
d‘en of taxation is the lightest possible con-
Sistently with the demands of the public
8ervice, and is distributed evenly among all
the People. How much wealthier would the
Wasses of the Canadian people be to-day
bad they been left free during the last ten
Years to purchase their goods in the cheap-
eat Warkets, paying only so much taxation
35 wag absolutely necessary in order to mect

® wants of the treasury, without reference
® protectionist_dcctrines and aims? These
A 8ome of the questions that are worth
th"nking about by every intelligent Can-
N.han_ They are questions which will be
Vigorously debated a few weeks hence -at

Hawa, Byt every intelligent elector
shoulq satisfy himself, by his own patient
en_quh‘y and thought, so as to have his

Mind made up before the election is an-
Rounceg,

————— #

THE DEPARTING YEAR.

in h"rhe year just closing will not go down
tio lstory associated with any great revolu-
ool by which the political map of the
Orl(‘i Was changed for all coming time, Nor
% it witnessed any military struggle bc-

t
oen great nations, though the tramp of

g:“i’fg Solt?iers and the reverberations of
dageml?ent.mg cannon follow the sun in its
therz ;:"‘Clut around tl.le globe. But though
Pent, a8 been n_o.terrlble o.utburst of the
eiVili-up .fOrce.s which ‘underlle our .boasted
on, Zation like the giants of classic fable
o _ath & slumbering volcano, it is not hard
Oulsc("’er the trend of tendencies which,
. oih slow.er in operation, and less open
genc;er\'atlon, are scarcely less potent
o8 o8 for cffecting great changes than
ang) Wore observable forces which are con-
Y threatening to rend the nations.
atil) @ rivalry in in'creasing. armaments is
intolerept up, notwithstanding the almost
8ble burdens it imposes on states

THE WEEK.

which are poorly able to bear them. The
Emperor of Germany succeeded, by dint of
persevering « ffort and after an appeal to the
people, in having his Army Bill passed, with
some important modifications. But the
financial pressure it involves is just now
coming to be felt and resented, if not resist-
ed, and the ultimate consequences to the
nation it is impossible to predict. It is
pretty certain, however, that the long
patience of the people must one day give
way under thestrain. Meanwhile France
has played into the hands of the military
Ewmperor by the unrestrained enthusiasm
with which the visit of the Russian fleet
was hailed and the enormous sums which
were lavished in the preparations for the
reception and entertainment of its officers.
The assumed union of the French and Rus-
sian fleets in case of war has given rise to a
good deal of excitement in England as well
as in Germany. Though the British Gov-
ernment has refused to admit that there is
any ground for alarm, we hear of additional
gunboats being ordered and additional
expenses for fortifications being incurred, in
a way that makes it pretty clear that the
recurring annual scare is having its effect.
Italy, the weak member of the Triple Alli-
ance, has evidently reached the limit, not
merely of its financial resources—that was
reached and passed long since—but of the
powers of endurance of its people. Even
a8 we write, the masses are almost in open
revolt against the new taxation which the
Crispi Government has found absolutely
necessary, if the head of the nation is to be
kept above water. Ominous rumours are
afloat, pointing to alleged dissatisfaction
with the reigning sovereign. Evidently,
either a revolution with some more popular
form of government for its goal, or advances
in thedirection ofabetterunderstanding with
the Vatican,are among the possibilities of the
near future. On the whole, in view of the
terrible strain under which the powers com-
posing the Triple Alliance, on the one hand,
and their two great adversaries, on the
other, are constantly placed, it seems diffi-
cult to belicve that another year can pass
without a rupture of sowe kind. The first
outbrcak may be in some of the insignificant
Balkan states, or the avalanche may be
precipitated by some sudden movement on
the part of Russia, whose Mediterranean
fleet, in its possibilities of conjunction with
that of France, has imported a new element
of distrust if not of danger into the situation.
Indications at the present moment are
theught by some prophets to point in the
direction of a descent upon the Dardanelles
and Bosphorus, with the object of effecting a
union of ihe Black Sea flest with that of the
Mediterranean, and a conjectural alliance of
both with that of France, a movement
which could scarcely fail to bring about a

conflict with Great Britain.
A much more pleasing subject for

thought arnd conjecture is afforded by the
successful application of the principle of
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international arbitration during the year, in
the settlement of the Behring Sea dispute
between the United States and Great Brit-
ain. Though Canada has, so far as at
present appears, not much reason for self-
gratulation on the result, it is not unlikely
that impartial future history may show that
substantial justice has been done. At any
rate, there is no reason to doubt that all
parties concerned will abide loyally by the
decision, and that a question which was
becoming irritating if not dangerous has
thus been permanently settled. Unhappily
there are, as yet, few indications on the part
of other nations of any disposition to follow
80 good an example, and adopt this most
gsensible and Christian method of secttling
their disputes. The day of its general ac-
ceptance may not be far distant, bat it is
not likely to arrive until after the decisive
trial of strength for which the great powers
of Europe have been so long preparing, shall
have been made. After that, it is not
unlikely that very different conditions may
prevail. It would not, in fact, be surpris-
ing should one or another of these ¢ Powers”
disappear in the struggle, or at least be
relegated to the ranks of second cr third

class nations.
One of the signs of the timein Grcat

Britain and Europe is the tendency so
obgervable in many countries luring the
past year towards democracy. The actual
progress in this direction has been most

marked in some of the minor states, such as

Belgium and Holland, but the same influ-
enc:s are manifestly at work in Austria-
Hungary, Germany and other of the more
conservative monarchies. With the excep-
tion, perhaps, of Russia, where the spread
of liberal ideas is so effectively barred by
the wall of absolutism, there is hardly a
state in Europe not already democratized
in which radical and democratic ideas are not
making headway. The day cannct be far
distant when, throughout almost all the
nations of Christendom, the will of the
people will be the supreme law, Closely
connected,though by no means identical,with
this movement, is the spread of socialism in
some of the great states, particularly in
Germany, Whatever may be the merits
or dangers of Socialism, it is unjust to con-
fuse it with Anarchy, as is so often done.
Indeed, the one is in some respects the very
antithesis of the other, for while Anarchy
would destroy all governihent, Socialism
would not only retain government, but
extend its functions until it embraced
almost the whole realm of human life and
industry. The consequences of both Radi-
calism and Socialism when they shall have
gained the ascendency will, no doubt, depend
very largely upon the extent and thorough-
ness of the education which may be given

to our future masters,
Turning for a moment to our own

continent, the two chief events in the
United States, tarring the great Chicago
Fair, are the repeal of the Sherman Silver




