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of metemuhnn taken wgainst the
mivnal or finudulent mandi-
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cancy. The thanks of every charitably dis-
posed citizen are due to those who have given
s0 much time and attention for the uccomplish-
ment of this mont desirable purpose.

No doubt, too, those who control these
organizations will sve to it that, so far as pos-
sible, no one who is able to work ahall be re-
lieved except in return for honest labour of
some kind. ¢ 8tick to the unemployed, Johin
work is our only hope,” was the hoarse whis-
per of a prisoner in the exvrcise yard of the
Pontonville prison, which, John Burus says,
in his Nineteenth Contury article, is still ring-
ing in his ears. John Burns helieves that the
cheapest, best, and safest way to prevent the
idle man, the potential loafor, pauper, or
criminal, from becoming s burden upon so-
ciety, is to provide him with work which will
benefit the community while it saves the man
or the woman, Mr. Balivur, Iate Becretary
for Ireland, said in » recent spoech that more
attention was being now paid in some quarters
to the distribution than to the preduction of
wealth, though the latter was by far the more
imnportant matter. That opinion may be open
to question. There is doubtless plenty of
wealth in Christendom to-day to supply the
nevds of all its population, if ounly it were
better distributed. Nor do men as s rule need
to be urged to grester diligence tu ita produc-
tion or acquisition. Bul how to secure on jus
principles such » distributivn that thoassnds
Ay no longer atarve, no mstter how willing
to work, is surely the guestion of most pross-
ing moment, at least from a humanitarian and
morsal point of view.

The single-tax experiment which ia about

to be tried in New Bouth Wales will be watched
with great interest from many quarters of the
outside world. Our gousink in the Bouthern
Hemisphere are bold inmovators, but this is
pethaps, the most radicsl step which has yet
boen taken. The Legislature of that Colony
has adopted by a majurity of couniderably more
than three to one a resolution declaring that
“in the opinion of this House a system of
reising revenue by the direct taxation of land
values, irvespective of mprovements, would
greatly promote the wolfare of this eountey.”
Both the Premier of the Colony, Bir George
Dibbs, and the leader of the Ommaitimg, sup-
ported the motion, Henoe there can be noth.
ing to prevent the new system from having »
fair trial.  Whether it succesd or fail it will
sot before the world an  objoet-femaon such ax
it has not hitherto seen.  Should it unequivo-
eally succeed we shail all be wdopting it some
day.

s epmignsia ow

Acoording to a lotter said to have boen
scddressed toa clergyman in Pittsburg by Hon.
Y ung Wung, fuormerly Commissioner of Eduea-
tion for the Chincee Goveroment, that long-
sutfering uation has at last been roused to
adopt & well-considered amd vigorous plan of
campaign for the prutection of its people in the
Unitod Btatos.  The first appeal will be to the

United States courts to test the constitution-
ality of the Exclusion Act. Should it survive
this ordeal sn appeal to public sentiment and
to Congress will next be tried. If that fail to
bring about the overthrow of this unrightecus
logislation, the Chinese Government will try

_the effoct of furinal and energetic remonsteance

and protest. Should sll thess measures prove
ineffoctual, retaliation will follow m the form
of abrogation of all treaty rights, discontinuance
of all commercial intercourso, and the with-
drawal of Government protection to Americans
in China. This latter step would no doubt be
equivalent to swift banishment or massacre for
the wmerchants, numbering, it is thought, about
1,500, and for the missionnries to the nmaber
of several bundreds, who ars nuw in the
Celoatial Empire. 1t would be hard to blame
the Chinese- Government and people should
they, after every other weans had been tried
in vain, resort to thess extreme measures, but
it would be none the loss a crlamity o civiliss-
tion. It into be huped that, under pressure of
the better sentiment of the republic, the in.
coming Administration may be able to wipe the
stain of this unjust and cruel legislation from
the statute book.

Aemeta—————.

While the opponenta of Home Rule are
ridiculing or denouncing the proceedings of
the ** Evicted Tenants' Commission " appointed
by the Gladstone Government, and Mr, Gosshen
and other Opposition leadefs are. waxing
sativienl over its alleged disposition to rensw
instond of redecming the ** promissory notes ”
by which it obtained oftice, the admirers of
that Clovernment wre, on the other hand,

" pointing with smiles of satisfaction to brave -

reforms alresdy wrought and a prodigious
amount of preparatory work said to have been
alrowdy sccomplishéd. The proof uf the latter
ean be given to the public only when Parlia-
went meeta. For the former we are pointec

to the wise solution—the wisdom of which has
yot, however, to be proved by the stern test of
time and trial—of the Ugands difficulty ; to
the proposed Commission of Inquiry into the
bearing of the Poor Laws un the relisf of hon-
oursble age, and other minor matters of inter-
nal administration, including of couree the
Evicted Tenants' Commission itesdf. Mr,
Amjuith's gualified eoncession of the liberty of
public meeting in Teafalearsquere was oer-
tainly an act which required, under the civowm:
stances, soine coutage and & good deal of fsith
ins the Libersl principle of freedom of apeech.
But probably the boldeat reform yet sflectod,
some say the buldest step that has boen taken
Ly any one in & responaible position sinoe Mr.
Gladstone's abolition of purchase in the army,
was Mr: Fowler's decree, redusing the quali-
fication ‘of Guardiana of the Poor to the low
uniform level of & ive-pound sascasment. The
Ministor had, it seoms, power to 8x the smonnt
of the qualification, which has hitherto hesn
w0 high ax virtually to exelude uny one not pos-
sessed of vonsiderable means, but not power
to abolish & praperty qualificution altogether.




