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African colonies have a vast preponderance of native population. The
Australians ahane are iii tlie happy position of being completely masters
in their own liause, and of liaving na very niear neiglibours, and certainly
none of wliom they are afraid, The chief oubome of the Colonial Confer-
ence lias been the establishment of a joint systemn of naval defence in the
Australian seas, wbidli is only a very small point actually gained wben tlie
amount of contributions required is consîdered. At the present time same
of aur chief colonies are either in doubt or opposed entirely ta federation
scharnes ; yet tliere can be na doubt tbat, evenl in the absence not only of
strict federation but of general military agreement among the various par-
tions of tlie Empire, England does nevertheless carry with lier into Euro-
pean Councils mudli of tlie weigbt whicli cames from tlie possession of India
and the Colonies. She cannot appear in Europe merely as Great Britain,
or merely as the United Krngdomi:, but takes with lier, wherever she goes,
bath the strength and tlie weakrîess that attacli to lier world-wide position.

There is one special source of national weakness ta tlie United King-
doma and ta tlie Empire, bath military and general, whidli I ouglit ta
namne, whidli is ta be found in the condition of Irehand. If tbe Irishi
question were once settled, not only would En egland he able ta take once
more a better place iii Europe, but lasting friendship would become pas-
sible between Great Britain and lier chief daugbter country. Tlie Canadian
fisberies troubles would nat be found difficult of solution were it not for
Irish discontent. Giveni the existence of this friendship, it would be ta
England a source of pride that the independent brandi of lier race whicli
is seated in Ainerica, rapidly becomning as fiourisbing and as powerful as
the whohe of Europe, affords a pleasanter picture tban that whicli Europe
itself j ust now presents.

MODERN ETCII1NG.

THE fashionable craze in London of late years bas been etdhing, and as
it lias to a limited extent spread ta Canada, saine information on tlie art,
whicli is obtained from the Fortnightly, may not prove unacceptable ta aur
readers.

IT is only twenty years since Mr. Philip H-amerton, writing in advocacy
of the art of etching, endeavoured ta tind a reason for its unpopularity ;
ta find the reason of its popularity wouhd lie the more apprapriate task for
the writer, of to-day, especially as, with one or two exceptions, it is not tlie
popularity of the great masters-it is rather the diffusion of work that is
nat individual. Great etdbing lias been esteemed in limited circles-the
cirches of the instructed in this matter-f or the hast 200 year'l; in proof of
which there lias hardly been ane generation duringr whicli thle etchings of
Rembrandt and of Claude have failed ta increase in money value. Nor
were tbey collected only as rarities by the millionaire and the curiosity-
hunter; tbey, were cherîshied initelligently by faithful admirers, of wbomn
some, like the Chevalier du Claussîni, were aiuong the educated poor. The
bulk, liowever, of nmodern etcbing whicb bas acquired popularity appeals
but little ta the qualitied studejîts of Rembrandt andl Claude, of Van Dyck
and Hollar ; but wbat it bas secured is a rneasure of attention ta the methad
of the art, whioh bias obliged even the strictest and most ortliodox of con-
naisseurs to admit that in the liands of gifted and peculiar nien things have
been done in aur generation wbich tbey would liardly have hîeld possible,

and tbat even the legitiînate province of the art lias been confessedly
extended by the increased attention bestawed by workers upon etching, not
only fram 1868 downwards, but sirîce the first revival of the art by Meryon
and Bracquemond, Jacquenmart, Whistler, and Seymour Haden a dozen
or a score of years before.

0f the etchers wliose namnes we bave just nientioned, eadli is individuah,
and mare than one bas wrouglit in fashions that were a surprise. To
answer and refute the often nat unreasonable doctrine tbat etdhing is sketch-
ing upon copper, camtes Meryon, whom Mr. Haden in bis camprebensiveness
values, and of wliam Mr. Whisther engagingly declares that bie is not a great

artist. Meryon, wliom Mr. Haden descriles accurately enougli as "la great
original engraver, wliose work was not impulsive and spontaneous like

etdhers' wark in general, but reflective and constructive, slow and laboriaus,
and ruade up leas of etdhing proper than of touchings and workings on
the copper whicli do not admit of exact description."

Charles Meryan, thus variously estimated by the two most brilliant
living etchers, was, as a matter of fact, the greatest nature tbat lias expressed

itsehf tlirougli etcbing sixîce the days of Rembrandt. H1e is unlike almost
every other great etcher in that it is upon bi8 etclungs alone that lie muist
depend for fame. H1e was nat a colourist, a defect of vision forbade bimn
ta be a painter. One great etcher of the past, and ana ahane, lie resembled
-Wnaslaus Hollar-by bis devotion toa î single art and by lis dehiberate

and engraver-like metliod of working.
IlHs inethod," says Haden, " was this; first lie made flot a sketch,

but a number of sketches, generally on velluin two or three inches square,
of parts of bis pictura, wbich bie thon put together and arranged into an

haruioniauIS wliole, whinh whola lie irst bit in, and then warked into coin-

pheteness by the dry paint and burin." Wbat is sînguhar as a proof of lis

concentrativefless is tbat tbe result lias none of the artificiah dliaracter usual
ta this kind of treatment, but that it is always broad and simple, and that
the poetical motive is neyer hast siglit of.

Wliatever character for eccentricity Mr. Whistler may enjay in the
present, it is lie who in the future will lie voted by cammon consent ta lie
that wbich experts in the matter dechare liim. at tis moînent-the repre-
sentative etdher of this generatiafi, succeeding to Meryon's sceptre, but by
wliat a different tithe! it iii nat a generation af ter ail, but it is an appre-

ciable nuniber of years, that divides the twa. Meryon's principal etdhings

were executed in Paris between 1850 and 1854. ' He died in 1868. Before
the tirst date there was some work in preparation; after the last there
were some years of decay. The earliest etching by Mr. Whistler is of 1858,
and, like ail Meryon's work, was done in Paris; he was then a very young
man. His latest ends with the record of a print executed in the summer
of last year. Whistler's etchings number over 250, and whlle thirty years
divide the first fromi the last, tiiere have been intervals during whichlihe
hias neyer handled lis needie. Painting in oil, painting in water colour,
drawing in pa~stels, lecturing to smart people, compiling neat pamphlets
derisive of criticism, and contributing to newspapers have occupied him
instead. In ail the variety of his labour and pleasure, however, Mr. Whilit-
1er lias neyer been untrue ta his conception of art, and lie lias produced
nothing that lias flot been replete with freshness of mind, nothing that was
nat keenly feit and belield with penetration. Thus it is tliat every stroke
is interesting. The effect of ail etchings depends upon the printing, and
Mr. Whistler lias taken care that flot a single impression shall go forth
whicli does flot fully satisfy him ; from this precaution mucli of lis succels
lias resulted. On the wliole, and even by original etchers, the work of
printing 114 inj uriously neglected.

Mr. Seymour Haden, thougli for years in extensive practice as a
London surgeon, lias been almost as prolific an etcher as Mr. Whistler.
Sir W. Drake lias catalogued one liundred and eighty-five of lis plates,
and lie has been mucli more popular. If his style be less subtie and less
elegant than that of Whistler, it is manly, vigorous, energetic, penetrating,
and decisive. Mr. Haden is no mere amateur favourably circumstanced,
and so producing something appreciably better than tlie ordinary amateur
work ; bis sympatliies have been witb art, profoundly; half lis gifts were
in that direction, and lie was wise enough ta live for a while the life of an
artîst ; these thîngs accaunt for the admirable qualities that lie open ta
notice in his etchings.

In wliatever order and at whatever distance apart we may decide ta

place tliem, Whistler and Haden are the artists ta wlin the revived
interest in etclirg, botli in England and America, is cbiefly due. Duveneck
and Parrisb, two of the most brilliant of tlie Americans, are distinctly
their followers, and their fohhowers in England are too many to namne.
But in England at least one other etcher lias been influential witli the
younger men; this is Monsieur Legros, some of wliose work was dons
before lie came over ta England, and long before lie assumed tlie direction
of the Shade School at University College. Like several other artists of a
very high rank, M. Legros is a native of Dijon. His very cl.averest
fohlower i'g Mr. Strang. Legros lias essayed chiefly landscape, and bis land-
scape partakes of that of the early masters. H1e is a man of genius wlio
lias neyer attracted tbe public at large. H1e is also a belated aid master.

Jules Jacquemart's work in etching is flot wbolly original; lie is a lîfin
between the creator and the capyist, and bis illustrations of fine abjects of
art and vértu are very perfect, as disphayed by bis etchings for the
",Histoire de la Porcelaine " and in the "lGemmes et Joyaux de la Cou-
ronxle."' Mr. Ernest George and Mr. Axel H1aig are understood ta be in
the enjoyment of a wide popularity, but we cannot consider tliem brilliant.
Merits of a kind bath tliese men have, like Mr. Farrer, wba lias carried
skies mucli fartlier tban tbey have generally been carried in etdhing, and
Mr. David Law, witli lis finisbed pictures on the copper ; botli are originali
artists with tendencies of their own.

Anîong ail the painters, perliaps, Mr. Herkomer may also be regarded
as a proficient in tlie art of etching, and lie is hardly amnong the permanent

masters. Is Mr. Macbethi among them 1 He lias individuality and pawer

of interpretatian, and is consequenthy more interesting than another skilled
craftsman, like himsehf at the heiglit of fasbion, M. Walthez, wlio is a
flexible, dexterous, variaus transiator, and lias worked triumpianthy. In

aur own timie alone artistic personalities, as different, nay in somte cases a
opposed, as those of Meryon and Whiistler, Haden and Legros, Macbeth
and Jacquemart, bave been revealed ta us in etcbing, and sa the ne'9
individuality miay find in etching the novel metliod of expression.

AN AUSTRIAN STATESMAN ON MR. GLADSONE AND
IlIOME R ULE.

JNDEPENDENTLY of the demerits and dangers of Mr. G1adstone~s 11i~0
Rule scheme, lie bas, ta my mmnd, littie or no excuse for introducing fit,

and the paraîhel lie draws between it and the dual system I inaugurated i5

utterly fallaciaus. Agrarian agitation is the plea wbicli lie uses for givifl9
the Irishi people a separate Parliament I believe that the agrarian systW1

in Irehand lias far centuries been a bad one, and the land hegishatiofi 0
1881-wbatever people may think of it fromn a moral point of view-IfW1îî
unquestianably bring about good results. But how these results are ta be
beneficially increased by giving Irehand a separate Parliament, and banld'
ing over its governmnent ta the avowed enemies of England, I cannot Bee,
for one of its first acts wauld be ta pass laws-virtually decrees of expl'
sion-against the landiords, ta baniali capital froin tbe land, and material,
to aggravate the general condition of the peasantry. As an aid statesa1io
I should consider that the establishment of an Irisli Parliament, raisiDg9Y

as it unquestionably would, aspirations on the part of the people ta fre"
themselves from tlie Engliali yoke, and increasing the power of politi1"l
agitators, is frauglit witli the gravest danger ta England. I cannot undef
stand Mr. Gladstone quating Austria-llungary as an example, for' ld
pendently of tbe great dissimilarity between the two systems, Mr. Glad
stone forgets tlie condition of Austria when the Hungarian Parliar0ee'
was establislied. Austria liad been beaten after a short, but most dO'
astrous war ; Prussia lad forbidden lier any further interference in Gereao
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