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of their alleged opposition to sound morality." The priests of the NaÉural
Religion were vested in sky-blue tunics, extending from the neck to the
feet, and fastened at the waist by a red girdie, over which was a white robe
open before. Sucli was the costume in which La Reveillere-Lépaux
exhibited himacîf to his astonished countrymen, and having the misfortune
to be-as we are told-"l petit, bassu, et puant, the exhibition ebtained ne
groat success. It must be owned, however, that this Natural Churcli did its
best to fill the void caused by the disappearance of the Christian religion.
It even went so far as to provide substitutes for the sacraments of Catho-
licism. At the rite which took the place of baptism, the father himself
officiated, and, in lieu of the questions prescribed in the Roman ritual,
asked the godfather: "lDo you promise before God and man te teacli N.
or M. from the dawn of his reason to adore God, to cherish (chierir) bis
fellows, and to make himself useful to bis country?" And the godfather,
holding the child toward heaven, replied, "lJ promise." Then followed the
inevitable "ldiscourse," and a hymn of which the concluding linos wore:

Puisse un jour cet enfant honorer sa Patrie,
Et s'applaudir d'avoir recu'?

So mucli must suffice as to the Natural Church during the time that
it existed among men as a fact, or, in the words of the author of "lEcce
Homo," as "lan attempt to treat the subject of religion in a practical
manner." But, backed as it was by the influence of a despotic government,
andjelix opportunitate as it must be deemed to have been in the period of
its establishment, very few were added to it. XVbereupon, as the autifor
of IlEcce Homo " relates, net without a toucb of gentle irony, La iReveillere
confidod to Talleyrand lis disappointment at hii ill-success. IlHis pro-
paganda made ne way," lie said. "IV What* was lie to dolý" hie asked. The
ex-bishop politely condoled witb him, feared indeed it was a diflicuit taskto found a new religion, more difficult than could be imagined, se difficuit
that lie hardly knew what to advise. Stili, lie went on, after a moment's
reflection, IlThere is one plan which you miglit at least try., I should
recommend you to lie crucified, and to rise again the third day."

Is the author of "lEcce Homo " laughing in lis sleeve at us?1 Surely liskeen perception must have suggested te him as lie wrete this passage,"lmutato nommne de me." It may be confidently predicted that, unless lieis prepared te carry eut Tal1eyrand'8 suggestion, the Natural Religionwhicli lie exhibits, Ilto meet the wants of a sceptical agre," will prove evena more inolanclioly failure than iL proved when originally introduced acentury ago by La Reveillere- Lépaux.-e4 il nient Religion and Mofdern
Thoughtt," by William Samuel Lilly.

MENTAL EVOLUTION LN ANVIMALS.

1 Poss5ss an English mastiff, by namne Kepler, a son of the celebrated
Turk eut of Venus. I brouglit the dog, when six weeks old, from thestable in whicli ho was born. The first timoe 1 took him eut h0e startedback in alarm at the flrst butcber's sbop lic liad ovor seen. 1 soon found
lie had a violent antipathy te butchers and butchers' sliops. When sixmontha old a Servant toek him with hier on an orrand. At a short distancebefore coming te the boeuse she lad te pass a butcher's shep ; the dogthrew himself downl (being lcd with a string), neitlior coaxing ner threats
would make him pass the sbop. The dog was tee heavy te lie carried, andas a crowd collected, the servant lad te return witli the dog more than amile, and then go witlieut him. This eccurred about two years ago. The
antipathy stili continues, but the dog will pass nearer te a sliop than lie
formerly would. About two montlis ago, in a little beok on dogs, publislied
by Dean, I discovered that tlie saine strange antipatliy is sbown by tlie
fatlier, Turk. I tlien wroto te Mr. Nicliolls, the fermer owner of Turk, te
ask him for any information lie miglit liave on tlie peint. 11e replied, I
can say tliat the samne antipathy exists in King, the sire of Turk. in
Turk, in Punch (son of Turk eut of Mag),-and in Paris (son of Turk eut
of Juno). Paris lias the greatest antipatliy, as lie would hardly go into a
street wliere a butclier's sliep is, and would run away aftor passing iL.
Wlien a cart with a butclier's man came inte the place where the dogs
wero kept, altliough tliey oould net see him, tbey ail were ready te break
their cliains. A master-butclior, dressed privately, called one evening on
Paris's master te sce Lhe deg. H1e liad liardly entered 4he lieuse liefere the
dog (theugli shut in) was se mucli excited that lie liad te bu put inte a
shed, and tlie butcher was forced te leave witlieut seeing the deg. The
samne dog at Hastings made a spring at a gentleman wlte came inte the
hetel. The owner caught tlie dog and apolegized, and said lie nover know
him te- do se before, except wlien a butcher came te bis lieuse. The
gentleman at once said that was lis business.

Some years ago, wbile living in Western Mysore, 1 occupied a lieusesurroundod by several acres of fine pasture land. TIe superior grass intliis preserve was a great temptation te the village cattle, and wlieneverthe gates were open trespass was cemmon. My servants did their best tedrive off intruders, but one0 day they came te me'raLlier Lrouliled, statingthat a Bralimin bull whicli tliey liad beaten liad fallen down dead. Itmay bo reniarked that those bulîs are sacred and privileged animais, beingaliowod te main at large and eat whatever they may fancy in the openeliopa of the bazaar-men. On liearing that tlie trespasser was dead, Iimmediately went te view tlie biody, and there sure enougli it was lyingexactly as if life were extinct. Being raLlier vexed about the occurrencein case ef getting into trouble with the natives, I did net stay te makeany minute examination, but at once returned te tlie lieuse with the viewof reporting the affair te tlie district autliorities. 1 liad only just gene fora short Lime wlien a man, witli joy in lis face, came running te telli metliat the bull was on lis legs again] and quietly grazing. Suffice iL to saythat tlie brute lad acquired tlie trick of feigning deatli, whicli practicaîîy

rendered its expulsion impossible, wlien it found.itself in a desiralile situa-tion which iL d'cd net wish te quit. The ruse was practised frequentlywith the ebject of onjoying my excellent grass, and aithougli for a timeami-usino,, it at lengtli lecame troublesome, and resolving te get rid of iLthe sootier, I one day, when lie bad fallen down, sent te the kitclien for asupply of hot cinders, whicli we placed on lis rump. At flrst lie did notseein te mind this mucli, but as the application waxed liot, hoe graduallyraised lis liead, teck a steady loek at the site of the cinders, and flnallygetting on lis legs, vent off at a racing pace and clearod the fence like adeer. This was the IasL occasion on whicli we were favoured witli a visitfromn our friend.-Romanes.

TEMPERANCE LEGLLATIONV

TuiE following letter bas been addressed by Professer Goldwin Smith te
the Toronto Temperance Union:

"lThe members of tbe Liberal Temperance Union, of whicli I am Presi-dent, do net wish te lot the ceming session of Parliament pass witliout pro-moting temperance legislation on the princîples of their Association. ButLhey weuld do this at ca great disadvantage if se important an ovent as thesubmission of the Scott Act te the citizens of Toronto wero impending.The Scott Act potition lias been sent round for signature, and the subjectlias been fully discussud. The question ouglit surely te lie brouglit te anissue before the people witliout furtlier delay. While the suspense con1-tinues, the value of largo amounts of property in the city, as well as thatof important securities in the hands of the banks, romains uncertain, andgreat numbers of our people are kept in doubt wlietlier tliey are or are,net te be deprived of tbeir livelihood. To ruin a trade by suspense wleiitlie question of principle lad net been decided against it would manifestlYbe an unrigîteous policy, and one which could net be embraced liy any on'0pretending te tIe naine of a moral reformer Proionged agitation is initseîf an evil te a community, and money is being expended on liotli sideswbicli, 110w that the season of distress is approaching, would ho botter
devoted te Lhe relief of those in need. 1 tbink, therefore, tbat your Asso-ciation may fairly be asked te make an officiai announcemont as te itsintentions witli regard te the sulimission of the Act in Toronto."

LIFE IN ST. PETERSBURG.

LET US, thon, try te realize for a moment wliat life in St. Petersburg is, nette the easy traveller, wliose homo is far away and who may b'ave Bussia atany moment, but te the native resident, whose family Lies and general inter-ests-te say netbing of patriotism-bind him te the country even more flrmlYtlian lie may chance te lie attacbed Le it by the arbitrariness of the police.The lodging-louso, under circumstances like these, wears an aspect strik-ingly suggestive of the gaol. Exigencies of state turm the communal dwelling-place and its picturesque survivals inte an aggrogation of colis, watdliedever liy a lieuse-porter in the pay of the police. This functionary is a voryHeimdal in sbarpness of sonses :lh ars the fainteat sounds, and seeswi thout any liglit wliatever; whulo lis emnipresence wlen net wanted isfar more complote than any magic carpot of Arabian tale could make iL.This personago iL is who mounts guard at the porte-cochè~re -te watdli entriosand exiLs; iL is lie wlio sees that ail new lodgers are promptly, numberedand pigeon-boled at police lioadquarters; lie who keepa a record of thepersonal habits, companions, and reorts of every man, weman, and childunder lis charge ; lie, tee, wlie reports regularly te the autherities anyIsuspicieus circumstance " wbicli may come under lis notice. If a dliris-tening, a wedding, or a funeral is Le bring, tegether a few friends, iL is Lhelieuse-porter who facilitates the intrusion of police spies, ready te snatcî atany scrap of colloquial Ilsedition " capable of conversion inte roubles oradvancement. If a student's Illiterary evening," or social gatliering is tolie swelled into an assembly of conspirators 'seeking te urndermi10 tIefoundations of law and erder, iL is again Lhe lieuse-porter wlho, flguratively
speaking, supplies the genda'rmes with their magnifying glassos. And ifsome unfortunate youth is. Le pay the penalty of lis liborahism by bing
dragged from bis lied at midnight te the fortress of Peter and Faul, nobedyis more engor te lead Lhe way te the sleeping suspect than this treadlierous
janitor of many houselolds, niglitly consurnmating in the garb of LIe
watch-dog his unhely compact witli Lhe welves.

To go in constant fear of the paid denunciator ;nover te Il alk poli-tics " saue wiLl relatives, or intimates incapable of treachery ; te haveyeur lclnewspaper turned by Lbe consor inte a more record of fereigaevents, and your foreign journal suli-edited for you by a policeman, Whocarefully clips from iL or erases everything of "dangerous" tendency,net te know LIe moment when an enemY mnay thrust some seditieus publi-cation into your letter-box, and se time bis disclosure te the police as tehave yeu surprised witî Lhe ferbidden matter in your possession ; LQ liekepù liy a silenced press in a state of complete ignorance as te serieus eventseccurring around you ; and te feel in regard Le yeur own personal safety,and that of your famiîy and friends, an uncertainty truly Oriental-ailthis is ne more than a mo re suggestion Of wbat life is 'te theusands of per-sens hemn te Russian citizonsbip in St. Petersburg. And wlien te tIeelements of LIe general discontent, te Lhe bitter omptiness of existence, Lethe lenging for a if e of nobler activities, y ou add the pangs of poverty andthe sense of personal wmong, iL cannot seem strange that in many of theselodging-liouses sensitive liumanity sliould find iLs last and enly safeguardagainet veluntary extinction in the liopes, Lhe idealism, and Lhe self-sacri-fice of a pelitical religion -Edmund Vole, in Decem>er Atlantic.
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