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i oo DIARY OF THE. SIEGE.. |
7*(Frém Correspondents of Londun Jowrnals)
. CaMp  BEFORE- SEBASTOPOL, May. 15.—~The’
active operations of the siege are suspended:for:a
time  our battéries are complete, our warks finished,
but tlie armament of them i§ not yet accamplished.-
Even the French are tired of o useless cannonade,
and there has not beer much firing "for' the last two
nights., When the third bombardment may begin it
is impossible for me to say, but,at preseni. no one
pretends;:to indicate the peried- of: its oceurrence.
‘Thié Russians lately adopted various * dodges™: to
get our men into their hands'and to draiv them over-
the parapet; such as putting ‘their caps on the muzzles
of their firzlocks and lolding thém’ just -over the
trenches, &e., of ‘shoving their bayonets above tlie
earthworks, and keeping men ready to fire at any
soldiers who came 'forward to seize them. . On Fri-
day ‘night a Russidn bugler, a mere lad, leaped on the
tap of thie trench, and was Lilled by numerous balls
in.the very, act of sounding the- charge. . His dead
body fell into our trench. -, On. Friday there was a.
flag of truce in front of the lines where the fight took-
place, and we banded over ‘19 dead  Russians found
in our trenches to the enemy’s burying party.~ Lieu-
tenant Rochfort, of the 49th, was wounded, not by
one of his.own men, but by leaping down on a bayo-:
net fixed on a firelock which was lying up against the
parapet. He is getting on favorably. .'The. enemy.
are repairing and strengthening their. batteries, and
are busy throwing up new works inside the town it-
self. ' 'It'is not correct to.say that there are’ any
earthworks about Sebastopol with ‘tiers of guns in
them ; indeed it woyld nat be possible to.construct
earthworks with guns placed one above the other in
them. The expression applies rather to the fact that
there are some batteries formed en the slopes of hills,
and that the ‘intfenchments: rise up one inside the-
otlier, so that thie iniier one'is higher-up on thehill-
side tlian that in front of it. . The'camp of the eremy.
- at {hie northside is tow, double the size it, ias a short
- “time back, but there do.not;appear:to be many tro
in:thesterits;.and" some . peoplethink /that: the. tents.
have-been: pitched ‘as andtlier-ruse in order to deceive.
us as to theii strength: ‘I regret to'say thiat-the cho-
lera has commenced ‘ifs ravages: - It'is reported that:
tiventy mien died ‘of " that terrible disease’ last night!
The 71st regiment are about to shiift their encamp-
meat to the high ground on the left of the Third Di-
vision. Both the Buffs and the 71st were in a mise-
rable plight during the rain.- Their camping-ground.
hecame a slough, and illness rapidly increased in&
fow days—no doubt, because of the wet ground on
which the men lay. = _ U
. Writing .on the:18th of May, the same writer de-
seribes a new peril 'with whiclh the .Crimean summer
menaces the Allies :—The weather has been so hot
for the last few'days that fears may be reasonably
entertained of the resuits of lengthened marches or
extreme exertion in the sun; in the trenches the
temperature is stifing and, the -atmospliere unwhole-
some. . So far.as I am aware, the men still wear the
same. coats and:trousers which they had in the winter ;
rior has there been to-the best-of my belief any :issue-
of summer “clothing. "The excitement of a’ march,
would, hoivever, be very beneficial to ‘the troops;
provided they were not overworked, and:that they.
were saved from the outbreak of the terrible maladies
which' devastated.our armies last summer. The pos-
. session of the T'chernuya will soon become of conse-
quence to-us, were it only for-the want of “water. - I

am credibly informed that the rain which fell within |,

the last weel is .ot most unusual oceurrence at this
time of year, and that'sich - supply. of water 1s an
exceptional circumstance which'.makes the heart of

all the, Southern Crimea glad in time- of .peace, and | : : .
and climbing stealthily up the thin | )
steads into blankets. Dog hunts:are indescribably,

fills the:. farmers with  joyful -gratitude: to: Heaven.;
Henceforth, till the month of July, we can expect no
rdin.. - There will nol be a drop of ivatér from the
sky to! )l ‘our” wells and watercourses for ‘months to-
come, 'and the fears ['expressed’ several weeks ago
with Tespect to a enrcity. more. terrible in its effects.

to;man and, beast than famine itself. are becoming:|

more.and more reasonable as the . fierce: hot sun day:
by:day:bakes tlie steppes and ravines of the-plateaur

on'which we: ‘are’'encamped. Tiie * ¢onsumption ‘of
watsr.b-ai Briny of 180,000: Hien; “and by téns of

in :
ished: by.. thé-samevénuse;: ISome'i feeble::attempts:

aranyi,!

"I very.creditable reservoir at tlie:entrance at Balak-.

lava, and: there have been:isolated instanceshere-ands
thére of similar ' foresight; ‘but-to' the ‘best of ' my"
kioiledge'nothing his been done to provide 'water
for  the artiny”~—that tliirsly monster, with two’ bun-!
dred thousand -or two hundred and. ity thousand’
mouths and stomachs, who will soon lie sweltering
and gasping beneath a broiling sun, worn out by ex-

ertion, and maddened by want of this vital necessary.

‘Chere has been some weak, bald--chat, about * the

fleet sipplying the army with water.” The bulk of
our army is 10 or 12 miles from the anchorage of
the fleet, and water is one of the most difficult articles-
to carry known to us.” Where are our tanks, our
water-bags, our transport to supply us from Ka-
iniesch ? . Above all, where is our transport? -Diffi-.;
culties have already arisen respecting the carriage of
rum. from Balaklava to the front, beeause ‘itis in

puncheons, and not in smaller vessels,” And,-then;
suppose some accident occufs ta the fleet’ or to the
distilling apparatus!’ Is the fleet to remain. here to

manufacture water for the army? Are.we, in sober

truth, to be left to take our chance of dying of thirst
in-summer, just as we were drowned .by wet in win-

ter? . Even supposing .we had possession ‘of 1ke.
‘Cehernaya, it would be far to carry the water up-

teau at'the east of whicli it flows, and the source’
would remain in possession of the enemy. Thisis a
vital question, if the army is to .remain . here. The
events of this war, or .rather the scenery of the
camp and of the country round about us, will be am-
ply illustrated by numerous artists, and the daguer-
reotype has been used by skilful hands to perpetuate
the'incidents of ‘camp existence, and the graupings
and still life of the tents.” One géntleman wlho came
out here with a ‘great reputation, and. whe brought
out a letter from Prince Albert to. facilitate his ar-
rangements, fixed his: tent. at bead “quarters, but he
received very little encouragement there; and, as he
could not get even the temporary. attendance of a
servant; he soon, :moved to.other: quarters, aud has

| begn. making-the-rouiids’of “the camp.  He -has pro-| lastet
duced some excellent landscapés, and ' las even suc- | b

ceeded in © fixipg’ the gﬂ'ei;ﬁj?dﬁfibe smoke of “the

guns, but his portraits, are not so successful, : There.

are artists for ‘the pictorial journals out here,:and
amateur sketchers, so that London ‘will soon be made
familiar with.the external aspect- of “ the camp be-
fare Sebastopol.” But there are little: evénements
every day and every hour occurring liere and - there
which never can be depicted. ' One of the commonest
and most exciting, while it lasts, is the pursuit of a
centipede. A small party are sitting ina but, enjoy-

|ing a frugal and. cheerful meal. ‘Suddenly there is

an outery ; a man starts up with a face of horror,
and with outstretched finger: points to a dark insect,
all:legs and nippers, about six inches long, which is
moving rapidly with a tortuous motion along the wall.
At the shout of # By Jove, tliere is a centipede !”*
every one leaps up shouting—« Wlhere? where?”
The boldest seize carving . knives or table [orks, the
more adroit.two sticks wherwith to. catch. the artful
and  venomous enemy, and in a moment the centipede,
‘metiaced on all sides, glides rapidly into some chink,
where lie is pursued ‘by'fire and  match, or is cut into
numberless pieces, and ground up beneatli vindictive
boot heels. ~“That his bites are extremely painful and
'venomous, if not dangerous, no one who las ‘seen
their effect can dispute. ‘The part bitten inflames.
greatly, and the patient becomes feverish and excited,

but the degree of venom varies very :much; and, it is

said, according to the size and: color’ of the insect.
The brutes aftect one’s boots efceedingly, and- at-
tack an intruding -foot with all-the @némus of an-ille-

gal'oceupier.  They ‘also like dropping from tite ceil-

ings and’tent sidés on the countenance of a sleeper,
.ron_legs of bed-

‘comic for a minute or.two, principaily-on. account of:

the proceedings of the: unfortunate animal: selected

'for tlie sport. ‘- He is generally a:large; shaggy crea--
itire, like a'wolf, who has a sort of defiance of liorses,
and ‘a rule over. liis fellows which® induces himto re-
‘miin,quietly gazing at thé, approich of the- hunters,
‘while, his less: dignibed., comrades are; seeling shelter,
‘by: flight; and runping with.drooping::tails-and heads-
liung/sidewny. towards-ithe. ravines: -The horsemen
Adraw'ngarér';-the'dog riseés” and®
‘Bark jir order to warn thein off

[ f 'i'l,‘ﬂf,'-ft’-:ﬁ:;'_fﬁﬁﬁ,. daf
ition, vapidiy

whoop;isﬁlﬂer d,;.-..be Mtk
animal is suddenly smitten:wmthsthe:
tion' that'bie is"an* object- of! 'special
centairs; dnd that i o B FUE
Ibarks?and * yelps; he “t Fes (b liis;
L (R A .wiw.sr..m %
away,for, th it
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steep hills 200 or 900 feet above its bed to the pla-|

well supplied genérally with foad, but the Turkish
bread is very bad,. Last week 5,000.1bs. of it were
condemned .in. one .division: alone, and yesterday a
board of officers of the Fourth Dirvision condemned
4,000:1bs, of it as unfit for use. When condemned
it is buried in large holes, and the smell from them
is'’by no means agreeable. Colonel Tulloch has
abandoned all aitempts to “bake bread lere for the
troops, and has handed the ovens, &c., over to Mr.
Filder. The men, strange to say, prefer, the salt
meat to the fresh. . .

THE BATTLE OF THE 22ND.

Paris May 26.—A despatch to the following effect
‘has been received from General Pelissier, dated May
28rd:—* A very lively combat, directed against an

itnpotent position, has lasted all night. We obtained
complete success.  The enemy’s loss was great, and

ours sensible. A French private despatch, published

in the--Ratn'e, announces that, on the night between
the 22d'and 23d of May, the French carried by as- |

sault the entrenched Raussian camp near the Quaran-
tine bastion, which was defended by the whole garri-
son of Sebastopol.”

The Moniteur subsequently publishes the follow-
ing despatch from General Pelissier :— v

CriMEes, 24th May.—To-day we have occupied’
the lines of the Tchernaya. The enemy who were
not in force, offered little resistance in disputing the
ground, and retreated rapidly into the fiells. We
have definitely established ourselves -on tbe works
carried.  On the 22d an armistice was agreed upon
for burying the dead and we were enabled to form
an estimate of the enemy’s losses. They must be
about five or six thousand killed and wounded.

, THE RUSSIAN ACCOUNT OF IT.
_ Under date of the 23rd of May Priunce Gorts-
chakoff writes as follows :—- .

 Yesterday- evening seventeen battalions of the
enemy,- with reserves, attack our trench of counter-

‘approach, corimenced the day -before’in front of-Bas--
‘tions five and 'six. 'The combat was sanguinary, and

lasted, " during -the .wholé of thé night.,’ Our -twelve

st. pearly 2,500 men in'driving back the

! Iri:.'the'béb&iaf,'.Clo‘lo}leI:Sf.' Ange ihus writes of

2914 and 23rd May :—

‘the ‘attack on'the-Russian works on-the nights of-the

i The ‘works 'in_question had been dug and con-

structed between the Cerdtral Bastion and the Qua-

raniine Bay. It will be easy to explain the locality,

if the reader has seen one of those plans of Sebas-
topol now: so common in shop windows. The gene-

ral enclosure of Sebastopol is divided by the great

ravine: of the military harbor.” We have only to
consider here the part comprehended between the
ravine on the east, and the sea on the west. On the

extreme right rises the great Flagstaff Dastion, a-

culminating point ; then to the left, in going towards
the sea, we ' come;to the Central Bastion, so called
by the besiegers because it faces nearly the centre of
the line that-we are considering ; further on lie the
bastion and the batteries that command’ the Quaran-
tine Bay. . o
# On this side cur troops already occupy the ex-
ternal part. of the Flagstaff Bastion, the cemetery
near the Quarantine, and lastly, but quite. recently,
the counter approaches that lie between this latter
point and the Central Bastion ; that -is  to say, we-
appear to be now in possession-of all the chief exter-
pal parts on the extreme left of the siege works.—
We ought to explain how they proceed at these at-
tacks to establish themselves in the conquered work.
The-attack is the affair of the battalions previously
assembled 1n the trench; there is not much firing,
everything is carried at the point of the bayonet by a
sudden charge. Behind the attacking: troops march
detachinents. of workmen armed with spades and
pickaxes, and having muskets slung at their backs;
these are accompanied by sappers and miners of the
engineer corps,commanded by their officers. As soon.
as the attacking troaps have dislodged the enemy, they
proceed to:make good: their own lodgment there.~—
This the workmen and thie sappers work indefatiga-.
blyto effect;while the:battalions keep . the repulsed
eneny 'in'"check: - The object to be now, effected is
to turn the’ work against the besieged, that is'to say,
to.give. it tlie form oF the direction ot ‘a siege trénch’
while;;preserving . every part, of the-enemy’s: work,

‘| conducive -to thatiend..;. The; workmen here :are. en;.

jeasy | titled-to:quite:as:much:merit:as the . attacking. batta-
c€,ia | lions, for- they- find, themselves'equally - exposed :to -2’
p Sy o "

re of ‘grape and mugketry ;>4 thaty too; ‘without:
(H&/ powertili distraction"of “excitement ‘that: inen-teel’
lien:under; fire;and charging with'the bayonet. The’
flicers *of-enrineers™ on-these octasionsgy are” ta 1be
ABLIGF thei ool ‘civage, a8 ey ot oit 11
ol bo/be dofie; 554 trace ot (e directitn’, t6 H¢
kenyin order/that the, mén may sulier;least from, the;

have en made:to cgnstenctidaris dnd “fgrin. reders
voifs it the ‘cainfisy 4nd somé" efforts " have also  been
madel {6, bore Artesian’iwells, but T am.not awafe that,
any, &rea suctess has, atlended the latier enterprise,
and 1-am certain ﬂlal‘:tbe;fqr‘rger hag, been yer
‘ngrfetly. casried, ont, o Major. Brandling, of fhec T
o, onstiucted soie gvod trouglisseat Kaan
C,qupel,r, Hirding,mith Jamplety mea has  made. a!
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line{of. the,enemy’s fire..; They, are active and courages
ous;but:they:are:(also: as:passionless, as:if -they: were.
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working ou'the Polygon. The repart:in-detail of the.
two last nacturnal engageineats of May 22nd and
23rd, which' will reach us in a few days, will nain-
rally “excite great -interest, on dccount of the seve-
rity of the action' and-the importance of the result.
General Pelessier has inaugurated lis advent to_the
chief command by a vigorous demonstration, uniting
prudence with boldness, ‘We see that the siege of
Sebastopol is being carried on: with energetic con-
sisteney ; its successive progress ought to prove: to
Europe ‘ that the powers allied-in: arms before the
walls of Sebastopal will not let go their hold, ?
that they will end by achieving a triumph, which, Ve
lave reason to expect, will be all the ‘speedier, ifas-
much, as several lettersagree with General Pelissier’s
despatch in declaring that the Russian soldiers are
beginning to show in  their sorties symptoms of re-
laxzation and discouragement.” ' -
THE CAPTURE OF KERTCH.

The following despatch, dated Varna, Monday 21,
is from the correspondent of the Times in the Cri-
mea :— ‘ :

“On the Queen’s birth-day the- allied expedition
arrived off the Straits of Xertch. The troopsland-

{ed and ascended up the heights. “The small steamers

went up to Kertch. Tle Russians blew up their for-
tifications, and even fled after destroying several
ships, very large quantities of wheat and flour, and
50 guns. Reinforcements were. daily arriving at
Constantinople. The occupation of Galatz, and an
atftick upon Ismael and Reni, are confidently spoken
of? .. _ S A
The following additional particui_n'rs in the; NMoni-
tewr are given in a despatch. from Vice-Admiral
Bruat:— . '

“Sea or Azorr, May 25tH.—The Russians
burned their magazines at Kertch, which contained
160,000 sacks of oats, 860,000 sacks of corn, -and -
1,000 sacks of four; also three of their steamers
and some thirty transports and sailing vessels, and as
many. more were captured. In the evening we en-
tered the Séa of Azoff. The balteries on the.coast
at Kertch and’ Yenikale are in our power, . The al-
lies captured 30 vessels, 3 steamers, and as many
more,. laden with ammunition and .provisions, were
burned.” . A

, ‘A GLANCE AT KERTCH. = s
The fortress of Kertch.is situated in the gevern-

ment of Taurida, in European Russia, on:-the. cast,
coast of the Crimea, sixty miles N.N.N. of Kaffa.
Tt stands on a peninsula to which it gives name, and
has a good harbor. The streets are good, the houses
generally neat, and the shops well supplied with mer-
chandise. The population is about 12,000. This
fortress and that of Yenikale, about twelve miles to
the N.N.E,, are of importance, as commanding the
passage which forms the communication between the
Black Sea and the Sea of Azoff. It was taken by
the Russians in 1771, and confirmed in their posses-
sion at the following peace. Jt is rising in importance,
as the trade of the Sea of Azoff is now carried on.
by vessels of small -tonnage, which discharge their
cargoes at Kertch ; and the whole quarantine estab-
lishment of the Crimea'is concentrated here, about
four versts from the town. In the neighborhood of
Kertch stood the ancient town of Panticipeum, ren-
dered remarkable by the death of Mithridates. Nu-
merous remains of .antiquity have been discovered
here, especially in the anciént . tombs with which the
surrounding plain abounds. ~ The environs,. for miles
around, “ form one mass of tumuli.? . .

- .t v "PELISSIER 'AND THE ZOUAVES. ,

"We' cut the following from, the Paris .correspon-
denec of the N. Y. Gourier and. Eaguirer:— =
- ¢ Pelissier took the command—assumed the .offen-
sive, and possessed:himself—(with immense- loss :of .
life unavoidabjy)—of someof the most impertant ad-
vanced works of the enemy. Lord Raglan and. his
brave Allies next-moved -in ‘another- direction ;and
gainéd possession of the Sea of. Azoff; and: though
these: conquests cut-off four-fifths of. the. supplies ne-
cessary. for. the.naintenance .of the Russian ;army in
the Crimea, besides gaining-others.present and pro-
spective advantages which you,will find recapitulated
in the Journalsiic cnxt i 0 LD s e 4 e s

& Now—incredible;: though it-may appear—all this
has staken - place .without .the!slightest; suspicion ; of.
Cantobert’s personal; courage=—-of..which, indeed, he .
had:given;.on’séveral,occasions; unmistakeable, evi-:.
 dence:-: The:fact is. that-he,wanted . that Devil in .
bim which Ney, :and, Muarat,, and Hoche, ;and Auge-
ran,.and::Kleber,!and ; Moreau; and .Davoust;’ and ,
Lannes;-andcLasalie,;and Pajol; and Excelmans, and
‘eveniWestermann, bady.iand.which: Peliessier “hasy— ,
Canrobertwouldihead-a. charge.and;mount,a breach
‘ay” fearlessl§ ns:Pelessier,; but-he,would, na cajmly: .
*and “unrélentlessly suffocateyin @,caves—as, Pelissiers. -
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::ind";;bf:both .sexes.;;Brave;;asjHoche,"Moreau,
ity 4 Darigg

" Kieber; Pelissier; has:not -their humar
dmdf ks pwomradll




