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—We have been very near

Loxpox, Aprl 3nld nuve had serioua poli-
an bvent which @

pences. ULord Randolph Cburch-
tloal conseq by oable, was with-
pill, as you bave learned by ca i Blrord
in an oo of standing for the seat in Blrming-
pam renderad vacant by the death of John
1ght, but under pressure from Lord Hart-
Be con' and Joe Chamberlsin he refused to
h:End Ihad a talk the night his seleotion
; gh; Torles was announced with one of his
1,7.51,8 sapporters in she Hogse, and this
entleman waa strongly, I might say almont
Irantioally, 1o favor of Churchill's adopting
the invitstion. The Randolphians are all
enemles of Balfour and gonrcion, and they are
determined to_break up the combination be-
tween the Chlef Secretary and his uncle as
eoon an they poasibly can. When thioge are
golog well with Balfoor his group in silent,
but when the atorm rages and the country

{ves svident eigna of golng agalnet coerolon,

then these men raise thelr voloes on high
‘spd call for an entire change of the Irish
pa]llfc(y"hurehlll had stood for Bermingham he
wonld have stood as an enemy of coercion
and i favour of some mensures of seif-govern
ment for Ireland, Hia return with such a
policy would bave been a severe defeat for
Syllsbary snd Balfour, and unyues! [mably,
he would have felt hia hands strengthened in
the House of Commone. His return might
thas have been the beginnlng of the end, and
wmight have foreahadowed hie own retarn to
power and the overthrow of Balfourism, It
was theso conslderations that induced the
Tories to put euch strong pressure upen him
sgelnet aocepting the lavitation, Joe Cham-
barlafn was eapecially auxioue in the busineee
1 Churohill had become one ct the membars
for BirmIngham, Joe would have been at once
dethroned from tha position he now holds as
vlrtual director of the town, and this wasa
wiiclently disagreeable prospect, for Cham-
batlaln I8 very jcalons of his power. Churchill
Is privately indignant at the pressure that
was thos put mpon him, and probably will
mske himeelf more disagreesble to the
Government than ever.

Laat week we were badly baaten in Eofield.
Every nenaible man krew that we badn't the
ghoet of & ohance of winolog, but few of na
cxpected to be ao badly beaten, All this
proven that thaugh the country is stendily
coming over to nee the finsl victory muet be
s matter of time, and that in Eogland we can
never expect to aweep the country In the
sonte of winning all, or nesrly all, the seats
that are now ocoupled by the Liberal-Union.
Its, These seats ars Liberal, and we shall
probably be able to get most of them, That
mesna that we shall return to where we were
fo 1885, when the Liberais had a majority
of 85 ; and 85 added to 86 of the Parnellltes
would give a majority quite aufficent to oarry
Home Rule, In the meantime we musi walt
for the general eleotion, For the moment
that event seerce to be as far cff as ever,

Parlisament has settled/down after the fierce
excltoment of the Pigott business Ioto the
dullist discuesion es the naval preposals of
the Government, It Is elgnificant of the ex-
traordinary ubsorption of the country in the
Ithh question that nobody oan be gotto take
the leaet Inteveat in this debate, slthough It
desls with a question of enoh tremendous im-
portanee as the nayy of Englsnd. All is
qulet in the House of Commons, excepl at
gqusation time, when Baltour 1s oross exaniued
vith great geverlty as to bls dologs in Ire
land, In Ireland, meantime, coerclen pur-
raes ita conrse, sometimes flaggiog and sup-
ing, somstimes fieroe and widespread, Never-
theless, we are coming to the end of the oo-
erclon regime, Xthink It will last for the
present year, just na Balfour aud the Govern-
went will last, but next yesr will ungueation.
shly be the turning point in the history of
the administeration,

Coerclon pure and simplo is played out as a
polloy. It will not do for the general eleation
and for the constitutlenoles ; notwithstanding
this smajl oheck at Eofield, that is the unmie-
tikable lesson of tho bye-eleotiens, But
uext year the geueral election will be in
ught, for nobody belfeves that the Parlia-
ment will be spun ont for the full term of
tevon years, Next year the Governwent will
bave another side to ita polloy—the side of
positive and constructive legislation, Instead
ol negative and purely coerclve leglalasion.
In preparatlon for that time the Govern-
ment in dolng it very best to smooth
things down In 1Ireland. The Oounty
Court Judges, who are supposed to kmow
the mind of the Government bstter thon
other people, are ueing the most extraor-
dinary and even positively illegal meany
to force the landlerds to come to terma
with Jtheir tenuntry, The plan of cam.
pailgn on the Vandeleur eatate, after years of
tizoggle, has ended in a complete victory for
the tenants, All thls, of> course, and with.
out oonsulation with the Government, and
withont a view to thelr Intereats, The plan
thenis: Next year Balfour will deolars that
by poltoy has entirely sucoceded, that he has
put down lawlessngas and disorder, angd that
soerdingly the obatacles no longer exist
which formerly stood between the Govern)
uent and thelr desire to give lreland & mea-
iore of nelf-government, They will them

g In n moasure of couaty government and
s the same time B mensnre for the buying
tuk of the Irish landiords, If these meanuren
b overthrown in the House of Commons they
ﬁ*? go to the country with the ory that this
. thelr policy :an oontradistinguished from
bo policy of separation—so they will aall

oma Rule—and they will ask from the con

Winenclea a remewsl of the mandate agalnst

ome Rale, .

Ohamberlain has been very active In pus)
“;ﬂ‘ -this . polloy. forward for some time
. smberlain’s vaulty. and ambition are very

tstlews, and he Is. never satlsfied unless be
:;n Pose ag Iargely Inspiring and Influenoing;

8 polioy of the Government. In mome of
thag 5200 b has given it o be undsratoid

his polioy—which ‘Is $hat of local melt)
.E:’mmn,t‘ on'a small scale and land pur,
hygna largs one—bay boemi acoepted. by
ramaatund will be brought in’ next.

une yearsfter, The Government den:
. thinge have gone.so far:as Ohamber-

loatee,  SHLL there I little doubt that
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is what will ba done, It Is Imposeible to{
f r:omt the resalt of such & policy so long
befcrehand., County government, the Li-
berals and the Irish will be disposed to
acospf, consofous that it will be a wtepping-
stone to Home Rule, Lind purchase will be
titiarly oppoeed by 4he Liberals, and it in
ponaible ta so alarm the constitnences as to
make it impossible for the Government to
carry it out, ‘

Don’t be bored by my constaut mention of
C:urahlll—he ie the dark horse in the baok-
ground that may at auy moment make the
running and go to the front ; and his burn-
iog and oonanmiog hops and idea ix 1o defont
the present Goversment. it may be his
time wil! come when Balfour bringaio a land
bill whi:h will prove too atrong tfor the
stcmachs of the British taxpayera.

A word or two a3 to the Commission.
Rosesll fa making o fine hlstorle delense f r
the Irish members, and his speech fs said te
te making a profound Impression vpon the
Judges. So far so good. Things will Le
oven butter when Poreell is pat in the bor,
a8 he will be a$ the very beginning of the
trial. We all expect that the close of Par-
neil’s evidence will be the high water mark
of our care. He will aake an cxoellent wii-
ness, olear, cold, impertarable, and his evi-
dinge will be an autobiography of so plcture-
eque and Interesting a character that every
word will eink deep juto men’s hearts. Some
people think that we might rest our whole
oaee on Parnell’s evidencs and leave the
matter there, bnt I bellsve it is the intention
of Sir Charlea Russel to oall several of the
leading Bishops of Ireland, and threugh them
and otbers to give a ploture of Ireland aa it
was In the past—with the evictions, the
emigration and sll the other tear-stained and
miserable chaptera of her history.

I. P. O’Coxnog,

ADULTERQUS RE-MARRIAGES

Of Legally Divorced Fersons,

———

We are thoroughly glad that Oatholic Pre-
Jutes have announced the dootrine of the
Cathello Charch on this subjsct in & way that
is anmistakable by the non.Catholic public as
well as by Cathelics, The doctrine of the
Ostholic Church wes regards this ia perfectly
well apderstood by Catholies. It hasbeenso
often and on auch notable ocoastons emphat-
ioally declared and explained that thers ought
to be no wisunderstanding of it, by non-
Catholics.

Yet desplte the constant practical spplica-
tlon oi the doctrine to continnally recurring
prenent factn, as well as deapite moat notable
bletorleal cxemplifications, there etrangely
saema to bs uncgertainty with regard to it in
the minds of the non-Catholloes,

Why this is, we ehall not stop to account
tor. But becauee it {s, we heartily rejoice at
the explanations of 1y, given to a repoior of
the New York Herald, by his Eminence Car-
dinal Gibbons.

Through all sncceeding ager, from the time
of our Divine Lord's parsonal appearunce in
the flash, and safterwards from the declara.
tions of Salnt Paul, the doctrine of tha Oatha-
lic Church has been plaia and nnchanged
and unchangeable, on the subjsot of the
marriage to another of a person who has
separated, or been divorced by the civil law,
from his or her wife or husband.

Soch a no-called msrrtage {e, and always
has heen taught and held by the Cathalic
Church to be simply an adulterous connestion.
This ia the dootrine of the Catholie Churoh,
and always has been, It has been declared
and enforced on many memorable oocaslons
agalnst powerfal prloces and mighty monarchs
ragardless of secular coneequences,

Marrisge iz a Divine institation, Sacra-
ment, an indissoluble relatlon, God bas in-
atituted {t. It s God who unites man and
womanp In matrimony, aa His fiat ir, a8 cur
Divine Lord declares, ¢ whom God has join-
ed together, let no man put asunder.”—Nor
can man or men, no matter in what o#proity
they may aot, nor whut offices they may
hofd, undo what God does and has done.

When the State, therslore, mrrogates te
iteelf the right so@ power to grant divorces
from the bond of matrimony, it places itself
above God, and assumes & power which it has
not and cannot bave,

This [s the pith and snbstance of the atute:
ments of Cardinal Gibbons, as reported by an
interviewar of hia Eminence i the New York
Herald of March 18, The marriage, so-call-
ed, to another person of husband or of wife
who has separated trom bls or her partoer In
marriage, whatever law of the Siate may per-
mit it, and with whatever forms it may bs
attended, ie really no marriage at all, but
timply an adulterons connestion.

And as the Church cannot permit perzous
livlog in sln, avd uncontrite for thelr ains,
and unwilling to acknowledge thelr eins, and
alnoerely to purpoae to abetain rom their eine,
to recelve ite Holy Saursments, consequently
the Churoh must and does exolude all such
pirsons from ite Sacraments and communion,
By their own act, and by their persiztence In
the aot they put themuelves out of the Churck,
and oan have no part or lot In its epiritual
tleaslngs and privilegea.

And, at a plain corollary to thie, as deciar-
od by his Eminence Cardinal Gibbone, no man
and no woman has & right to judge tor him-
self or horsslf of the circumstances which
may justify him or her In separating himeelf
or herself from bie wife or her husband, even
a8 regards living together, or, as the legal
phraee puts it, emenaa el thoro ; In plain con-
ventional English, ¢ from bed and board.”—
The question as to whether even auch a sspar-
atlon ie permiesible is one not to be answered
by one or another, or by bnth of the married
persons, scoording to hie, her, or thelr notions
or desirea; nor Ia it to be eclved by
our oivil ocourts, for #t is beyond
thelr rightful  competence, It is tc be
decided by tho Church and by the Churoh
only. For not to Indlviduals, In the exerciee
of their own private judgment, nor yet to the
State, but to the Churoh only, s given the
right and the authority to determine the re.
figlous or spiritual obligations of mankind.
‘"It ought to be too plain to need further
proof, or muitiplication of words, to show
how fruitful of vice and immorality, how de.
struotive of conjugal fideliy, how prolific of
mieery to children, the fruits of !valid and
legitimate marriages, how destructive of their
righta and wall being, and how utterly de-
moralizing from every right polot of view, In
the power that I8 arrogated to iteelf by the
S:ate of granting divorces.

As hls Eminence Oardinal Gibbona has well
gald, the rigor of the doottine of the Oatholio
Chaurch on this subject (just as rigorouu as
the law of God, and mo more so) ie incon-
gelvably maroiful in comparifeon with
effoots that are produced by a
departure from this law, . The . scan-
dals remnlting from this departurs, the
jfidescribable - wretohedness and misery,
the disgrace, the- Injustice, the disruption
of familfes,. the ruln of innocent childrén, the
far.reachlog and oorrupting effects upon pub-
‘Hlo’ and private. morallty bavr, terrified even
the non-Oathollos and infideis.. They feel
and know that the family relation is the foun-
dation from whioh that of the State springs
and. on_whioh. it" rests,.' They see that tha
family relstlon- In: belog dissolved, and they
‘wenrch in valn for a‘remedy. An effectual

to $ry to find It, excepiing In ratracing thelr
afops and withdrawing from the State the
power which the State has arrogated to Itaelf,
and which Qoes not and cannot belong to the
State, of granting divorces, and of conceding
what ooght never to have been denleg, that
wsrriage {s & Divinely inatitated relation,
and that the declaration and definition of ita
patuse, Ita dutier, and obligations, belong to
the Ghareh, and to the Churoh alone,

For sl the miserable consequences remult-
ing from A departure from thismplain truth,
Protoatantinu s responsible, It denled that
marriage was A Sacrament. It taught tem-
porsl rulers what they were quick to mee
aod to take advantage of ; that by a neces-
B:ry  and  logica! sequencs, marriage,
if Dot & Sagrawens, was vnly a ofvll contracs,
and, if it wa. a civil contract, that the deter-
inioation of 16 vonditlows snd duratlon be-
};;::ged to the State, There ia no escape from

B,

Protentants, eeeiog the evils that are
resnlting from divorcvs, now protest agalvat
tholr being granted for trivial causer, and
scek Lo raige up basrriers aguinss easily ob-
talaing them, and to limit the grounds upon
which the State should grant them. Batsll
tiaeeo efiorts are in vain, They are bat as
banks of sand raleed sgainst the aurging
wavee of haman patsion, lust and pride.

There {s, as we have #aid, but one
effectual remedy, but one atable and in-
vincible barrler, It la the dootrine of the
Catholle Church that marrisge is & Saora-
ment, a Divinely institutsd and indisseluble
relation.—Catkolic Btandard. ‘

ORDER OF THE BURIED ALIVE.

A Religionus Body tbhat a Bay of Light Never
Falls Upon,

The Order of Burled Alive in Kome, the
Convent of the Sepolto Vive, is a remnant of
the Middle Ages in she life of to day. The
London Queen's correspondent had the privi-
lage of an enterance within, one after another
of the tive iron dores, sand talking with the
Mother Snperlor throngh the thick swating
of & woelen vell ; but crdinary communica-
tion with the convent is carrled on though the
‘“‘barrel” which fills an opening in the wall.
Over the barrel is wultten : *“Who will live
contented within these walls, lot hor leave at
the gate every earthly care,”” You knock at
the barrel which turns alowly around till it
shows a soctlon like that of an organ from
which one of ths quarters bas been cat.

You speak to the invisible Sister, whe
aake your will and she answera you in good
Itslisn snd caltivated intooation. Ycu besr

“the voice quite distinotly, but ae if was far,

far away.  She s really separated from you
by a slender slice Yof wood, but sabeclutely
invisible, Not the smallest ray of light, not
amallest clink 1s visible betweeu you and ber.
Sounde travel through the barrel, but light is
absolutely exoluded. These nune live cp
oharity, keeping two Leuts in the year—one
from November to Chriatmas, the other the
ordinary Lent to Catholic Christendom.
Living. therefora, on cherity, they may eat
whatevar {s given to them, savingalways
“feah meat' daring the fastleg time.

If you take them a cake or n loaf of bread,
a roll of ohocolate bea-bons, a basket of agge,
it 1a ull good for them. They wuat be absolute-
ly without food for twenty-four hours before
they mny aek holp from the out elde world,
and when they bave looked atarvation in the
face, they may ring a bell. which mesns :
‘“Help us { we are famishing ! Perhapa you
take them nothing eateble, but you place on
tae ledge of the qut barrel, hy which you
sit, rome mopey, demsnding In rstnrn their
“Scarclnl” or little paper.

The barrel turns slowly round, then hack
again, and you find on the ledge, whers you
laid your lire, » paper of “cartolinl.”” These
are very amall, thin, light printed slips,neatly
folded in tiny packet, three to each packer,
whioh If you swallow In faith, it s alleged by
some very credulous person will caore you of
all diseane, After your talk Is ended, the
barrell turns around once more and presents
{t1face as of an improveatle and lmpenetr-
able-looking barrier, One of the pretty
traditions of Rome s that each Sister has her
day, when ghe threws a flower over the con-
vent wall as a elgn to her watohing friends
that she fa etill allve, When she has been
gathered to teh msjority, the flower {s nct
thrown, and the veil has fallen forover.

——

WE MUST LOVE PROTESTANTS.

Only the Errors of thelr Religious Belief to
be Disilked,

—————

Bishop Meurin, 5. J., of Bombay, writes
us a pastoral to his people: * Whilat speak-
Ing so dogmatically of the varlona Protestant
roligions, let us be careful, my dear brethrer,
not to confound the Protestant errors with
tha erring Protestants.

¢ Wa oanpot indiscrimlnately apply to
them what we have enld to non-Ohristians ;
for many of them have been validly baptised;
many aa children, hava preserved iheir :bag-
tiemal Innocence up to the hour of their deatt ;
many have been too deeply Imbued with
religlous prejudice to be able to emerge from
Ite thraldom ; few only have the acutencss of
mind required for breuking through the oob-
webs of erropeous argumentation ; only a fow
ara able to perceive the utter insignifioance
of the authority and sapport which an errone-
ous religion derives from a great pumber of
reapactabla and fashionable adherents, on
whose example ucfortunately so many rest
the salvaticn of thelr immortal gounls; there
may be many who before dying receive the
extraordinary grace of eliciting anact of per-
feat contrition for thelr sine, which, as you
know, s boslden the Sacrament of Penance
the only means of obtaining the forgiveness
of mortal ain, * Therefore judge not before
the time, until the Lord come, who both will
bring to light the hidden things of darknesa
and will make manifest the connsels of the
hearts.”—I Cor. iv, 4. Far be it from us to
judge, sud much more condemn, any porson.
But let us.pray with all our hearta that our
Father In henven may graat to all who are
entangled In error, a ray of that beneficlent
light, which ot late has bronght baok great
numbers of erring sheep to the bappy fold of
His Soo, and that soan there may bs but
sone fold and the shepherd,’—John x, 16,

Jeuilt Possessions In Canada.

Actording to Le Canada Hcclesinstigue the
Compsny of Jesus posseases in Oanada four-
teen establishments, containing 230 membera.
Of these all bat sixteen arepativea ot Caaada.
Tha entire number of the rellgious balonging
to the order Is 12,070, distribated in twenty-
five provinoes, all over the world. Thesup-
erlor-general in Canada Is the Rev. Father
Hamel, S.J. The general of the order, who
resids in the mother home at Rome, is the
Very Rev, Antolne Marie Anderledy.. The
provinolsl bouse in Canade was fonnded in
1842 by ths Rev. Father Martln; 8.7., firat’
reotor of the Inatitution,  Hia five fcollengqel
wore, Bathers Plerre Chazelle, Remi Tellter,
‘Panl Tuilsét, Joseph, Hinipaux and Domini-
ans Nnrangaet, 1n the diocase’of ‘Mantraal

‘there are s setablishinenta’ fn : this , olty : (S1.

Mary's oollsge;. Fesidence of the Immaculate

remody they oannot fud; it le valn for them’
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Ocnception) snd‘at Smlt-m-l&'oui?llat. In

meat In the provinclal capital. In Three
Rivers thers is one, and in the dioceso of
Ottawa there Is one at St. Ignace de Nomin-
lague, Inthe diocese of Hamilton there ls
Gns ot Guviph. In Ghe diogese nf Paterboro’
there are six—Wickwamikeng {Manitoulin
Yoland), Sault Ste. Marle, Garden River, Fort
Willlam, Sadbary and Port Arthur, In the
dlocese of St. Boniface there in a college,
founded by Mgar. Tashe, and served by 17
:':lfglo:a, with Father Hypolite Lorg, S.J., a$
a head.

THE JESUIT OATHS.” -

(Donahoe's Magazine for May.)

An during the antl-Cathelio crusade, which
is now, and has for some fims past been wag-
ed in Boston, the bigots have avalled them-
sclvee of the bogus so-called Jeanit oath to
prejudice the minde of misinformed people
sgu.nst tho Ulustrious Sosiety of Jesns, sud
throngh thom the Citholic ohoreh, of which
they sre suca able avocates and indefatig-
wblo defecdars, we bave taken palns to gecure
from sn undoubted anthentic source the resl
vows wbich the members of the bociety take
at the dif rat steges of their progresr.
First cams the stmple vows, eo-cslled, which
are taken after the candidato has passed his
novitlate, These vows are not irrevoosble,
They are renewed every bix months, They
aro as fullows :

THE FORM OF THE SIMPLE VOWS,

Almighty, Everlasting God. I N. N,
though altogether most unworthy in Thy
Divine Sight, yettrusting in Thy Goodness
and Infioite Meroy, and moved with a desire
of serving Thee; vow befors the moat sacred
Virgla Mary, avd tbe whole courtof heaven,
to Tby Divine Majesty, perpetual Poverty,
Chastity and Obeaience, ln the Society of
Jesus, terever to lead my life thereln, under-
atanding all things according to the oonstltu-
tlone of the same Society. Therefore I most
hambly besesch Thee, ny Thy Infinite Good-
ness and Meroy, by the Blood of Jesua Christ,
that Thou wilt vorcheafe to admit this holo-
cauat in un order of awesetness and that ua
Thou hnst already given me grace to desire
and offer it, so thou wilt alaoc bestow plenti-
ful grace on me to fuifil it. Amen.”

After a space of abour fifteen years, daring
whioh time the members have ample oppor-
tucity not only of tbhcrough preparation bat
nleo of testing their vocation, they tske finui
;mm whioh are irrevocable and are as fol-

awB :

A. M, D G
FORMULA OF PROFKSSION OF THE FOUR VOWS

IL,N. , . ., make profession and premiee
to Almighty God, before Hiy Virgin Mother,
the whole Heavenly Court and all here pre-
sent, aud to yor Reverend Father N., General
of the Soclety of Jerar, bolding God’s placy,
and to your successors {ar to you Reverend
Father §., in place of the General of the Sa.
clety of Jesus,) perpetual Poverty, Chastity
and Ubedience, und I promise a z3alous cure
1o the education cf youth mccording to the
manner of life lald down in the Apostolic
Lettersfund Constitutions of the Sooiety of
Josus, Moreover, I promine a special obedd.
enca to tho Soverign Pontiff, in the matter of
Mieslons, aaia st forth in the same Apostolic
Letters aud Qonstitutione.

» No .5 & professor of the Society of
Jesus, promise to Atmighty Gaed, In presence
of His Virgin Mother, the whole Conrt of
Heaven, and Reverend Father General (or
befors N., In place of Reverend Father Gen-
ersl,) thas I shall never in any way ocaute or
copsent thut the decrees lald down to the
Constitations of the Society relating to
Poverty be changed, unless it should eome.
time seem proper, on acoount of existing olr-
cumatances, that Poverty be mads more
atriot,

I promise besides that I shall never, even
indtrectly, canee or seek that 1 be chosen or
advanced to any prelaturs or digoity in the
Society, Ialso p.omise that I shall never
desire or atrive after any dignlty or prelature
out slde of the Saclety, ~Nelther shall I ever
coneent to any election to any snch cfilce un.
lens compelled thereto by his order, who can
command me under pain ef aln, Again [
promise, that if 1 come to krow of mny one
who seeks or atrives after any of the above-
named digoities, I ehall refer bim and the
whole matter to the Soclety or ita General.
Moreaver, If it gheuld ever happen, that,
under these conditions, I rhould be raised to
the government of any church, I promiso that
acoording $0 the cars which I ought to exer-
olue for the salvation sf my soul, and the
right adminietration of the charge imposed
upon me, ! will hold the Genersl in anch ea-
teems and regard that I shall never refuse to
laten to the counseln which he himself, u-
sny cne else of the Syointy whom he may
appolnt Ia hie stead, may defgn to bestow on
me. I also promiso that I shall always follow
aoanaels of this nature, if I judge thum to he
better than thore that ooccar to my owa
mind.

These vows may not commend themselves
in every partlonler to the enemies of the
Order; but evep they must acknowledge,
that, If they err at all, they err, according te
Protestent notions, on the side of too greay
strictness, At any rate a camparison of thase
vows with the bogus Jeanit oath must con.
vinoe any candid person of the devilish malice
of thoee who will persist in olronlating the
Jatter to the great imjury of the illustrious
Soclety of Jesus.

HLR
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Little On?s Spectacles,

The number of children who wear apectacles
has become & zerions subject of remark, That
& radioal wreng existd[somewhare,when|child.
ren ony!l four years of age are} thus hampered
for life is only too palpable, hut whose the
blame, and what is the remedy for this evi.
dently ‘incrensing sffifetion 7 Are fature
generations to be sans eyes as well as 8ang
teeth? The defects in vislon necessitating
spectacles are Inherited on infante acsroely
abls to read would not be hurried to optioans
and fitted to glassen that must bother them
whila they live. Oculiste glve many sensible
reasons for this weaknens of the optic nerves,
But 1o one presses the necesslty of carsin the
mansagement of ayes until the damagefis dons,
and then i$ Is too late,

Young msthers who cover the baby's face
with a veil, or who wenr spotted lace against
thelr own syes, and who allow their children
to read by insufficent light, ars laying up
trouble for'themeelves, although ocnlists and
opticlans will be better off for their criminal
ignorance, As to the achoolroomn, where
ohildren spend so meny houra of the dey do
parenta aver ask or know how thoy are Hght-
ed,"and whether tho scholara face windows,
and whether they are obliged to etrain their
eyes by blackboard exerolses in half lightr,
A little precaution in the nse of the eyes, and
some knowledge on the subjsat of improper
liphtlog, would be & pound of oure in.this
matter of spaotacies,—Boston Herald,

A ﬁtef in Donahoe's Hﬁgaziné.. sllnding

'to Lthe prospecta which Catholle journalism

hoide out to men of ability whose  devotion
to tha nausa of Catholic fairh imnale tham * o
incoeptservioe in this fleld of uzefulnem & very
correct .pioture of what may' be’-expeoted.

Be ny‘i ¢3¢ lsthe moat procgﬂou -unre: {.

the diccese of Québec there is one utshlhh-[mum“.‘-lve. and troubiesome of purauits '

Given th." same preliminary studies, the same
abillty, thy ' same gapltal and the same labor,
and every «'ther oalling open to an honest
man will proc‘0ca a mors comfertable Nrlzz,
s less harassip)y’ occopation, and a more ae-
gured competeno ¥ for his old age. So true I
this, that from th.o time of Bishop England
to the doye of Ores ’es A. Brownson and Jas.
A, MacMaster, every’ Catholic publication has
had a peruanial stragyie for existence, and
every Catholic publicivt has had ‘onme long
fight with poverty.”

The Late Mr. Maurice Ahearn.

The death oa Sanday last of Mr Maarlee
Ahearn did not indeed take the commuaity
by aurpriss, but did npevertheless prove a
painfalshock to his namerons friends through-
ont the city. Tho deceased gentlernan, a
native ¢f Ottawa and a general favorite with
all who kuew hlm, bad but attained hlashbirty-
ninth year when the dread eammona came,
He had for some yoara made a brave tight
agaipat the feoll destroyer consumptlon—
traveiling to Ualifornia and Colorade in the
bops of hefiling this lurldicus fos of his health
and strengtn, Al wae, however, of no avail,
and on Sacday last he gently and resignedly
ylelded up his splrit to his Creator, Tne
late Mr. Ahearn wos & gentleman of extra-
ordinary gifte, and had he boen vonohaafed
healsh and vigor, had certainly made an en-
daring mark In tne artletic world, He leaves,
however, benind him the memory of a nnble
life, of an honorable, although very brief
oareer. Wa henrtily sympathize with his
family In their aad and unspeakable s flliction,
~—United Canada,
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Decrease in Fopulation in the Country Dis-
tricts of the Province of Quebec as
Ehown by a Rtatiment Iigpmed
by the Government.

The Quebec Provincial Government have
compiled the returns made to them by the
secretary-treasurers of all the parishes in the
Province, showing the population of the country
diatricta &b the end of the year 1886. Thisis
the latest cemsus taken in this Province. At
the decennial cenrus of 1881 the population of
Quebec, irrespective of the cities of Mnntreal,
(Juebeo and Three Rivers, was 1,359,027, wkite
from the returnr now given it would have du-
creased by 220.340 in five years, and fatlen to
1,119,160 10 1886 The following ia the tatle
computed from those otlicial returns :

1£81. 1886,
Argenteuil .......... - 14,947 14,243
Arthabaska and Druwm-
mond . .....concinne . 37,360 35,202
Bagot........oviiiiann 21,199 18,280
Beauce...... 32,020 34.072
Beauharnois. 16,005 16,917
Bellechnese. . 16,914 16,668
Berthier............... 21,838 20.051
Bouaventure........... 18,908 17,533
TOMB ..oncvnomnrensse 15,827 16,750
Chambly.......vooneee 10,858 11,720
Champlain ............ 26,818 26 060
CharlevoiX............. 17,901 17,374
Chatteauguay.......... 14,393 13,8495
Chicontimi and Sague-
DBFParercsvorsnens ceos 32 409 31,262
Comptc...........us 19,581 21,354
Deux dloovagnes..,..... 15,894 16,364
Dorchester «oovvvvnns 18,710 16,021
Gaspb....vneneninnen 25 601 22,30
Hochelsga.oooonvian, 40,979 42,278
Huntivgdon .......... 15,495 13,902
Ibervilles......c..ccu.ee 14,459 11,779
Jacques Carbier........ 12,345 13,154
Joliette .-............. 21,988 21,108
Kamouraska..,.. . 22,181 19,265
Laprairie. ............ . 11,486 9,507
L'Assomption ......... 15,282 13,016
Laval ...covvennininnns 9,362 10,658
Lévia. o vovinnernnnnns 27,980 27,522
Lilalet..........c..00. . 14,919 13,477
Lotbinidre............. 20,857 18,456
Maakinongé ........... 17,493 16,410
Megantic......cooien 19,056 15,9499
MisaisquOiseesesrenenns 17,784 16,386
Montcalm.......cov.0e.. 12,966 12,655
MonbmsgoY.. .. ceovnens 15,422 14,058
Montmorency.......... 12,322 11,1¢
Napierville............ 10,511 4,26
Nicolet, «o. vorrenennn. 26,611 26,476
Ottawa,.... vevevenanen 49,432 49,011
Pontiac, -veeeneiesaeens 19,4934 19,833
Portoeuf ..ocoeuennin. 25,175 22,006
Quakec...viviitrraann 20,278 86,4814
Sherbrooke............ 12,221 13,9¢2
5S¢, Hyncinthe ......... 20,631 18,940
St Jean...... veesceaan 12,265 11,637
S, Maurice............ 12,906 11,026
Shefford......covvnnnans 23,233 23,248
Richelien.............. 20,218 19,500
Richmond and Wolfe. . 26,339 28,143
Rimouski.cooeienanenn. 83,791 27,229
Rouville. ..ovnvaveninns 18,547 17,646
Soulange# ...o.vnn . 10,220 9,552
Stansvesd.....ienenesn . 15,556 18,116
Témirconats..ovvuuess . 26,484 25,272
Terreboune............ 22,969 24,386
Vaudreuil 11,485 10,431
Vercheres 12,449 13,560
Yamaeka, ..oovemenenee 17,091 17,267
Total....ovu.... 1,359,027 1,118,660

In the above liat the populatiun ix shown to
have increased ouly in the fifteen following
counties: Beauce, Beauharnoi¢, Brome, Comp-
ton, Two Mountains, Hochelaga, Jacques Car-
tier, Laval, Quebec, Sherbrooke, Richmond
sud Wolfe, Stanatead, Terrebonne, Verchéres
snd Yamaska. ,

Commenting on the above, L'Eleoteur eays
the figures ore official and cannut be doubted.
It holds the National Policy rerponsible for the
alleged exndus, and calls loudly for reciprosity
with the United States.

—————————

As Wages Used to Be.

The condition of the wage class of that day,
1800 {(A.D.), may be well examined. Iy ir
full of instructlon for social agitators, Intbe
great oltles unekilled workmen were hired by
the day, brought their own food and found
their own lodgings, But lu the country, on
the farms, or wherever a hand was employed
on some public work, they wers fad and
lodged by theemplover snd givena few doll s
a month. On the Pennsylvania canals the
diggers sto the conrsest dlet, were boused in
the rudest sheds, and pald $6 & month from
May tv November, and,$5 a monthirem
November to May, Hod-carriers and mortar
mixere, diggers and choppers, who from 1793
to 1800, Iabored on the public bulldings and
ont the streets snd avennes of Washlogtcn
elty. recelved $70 a year, or, if they wished,
$60 for all the work they could perform from
March 1 to Dao. 20,

The hours of work were {avariably from
sonrise to suneet. Wages at Albany and
New York were 3 ahlllings, or,an money then
went, 40 centa & day ; elewhere in Pennsyl-
vanls workmen were content with $6 in sum-
mer and §5 in winter, At Baltimore men
were glad to be hired at 18 penca & day.
None by the' month azked more then $6.+ At
Frodericksborg the price of labor was from
85 to 87, In Virginia white men employed
by the year wers given £16 onrrency ; elaves
when hired were olothed and their masters
psid £1 & month, A pound,Virginla money,
was in Federal money, $3.33. The average
rate of wages the land over was $65. a. year,
with food and perhaps lodglng. Ount of this
small sim the workman muat, with his wifg'a
help, - malntain’ hils family, —~ McMastery
Historys .7 T AT

" The washétwoman, like ‘(e poet, &

ard rabe,

[roB THE TRUR WrrnEss.

A DREAM OF THE PAST.

Evacy one, in whatever conditicn of i
» specien of melaacholy pleasure in ?-fag:fret'ilf; g;
the days of their childtood and r. flectively ex-

patiating upen the diffarence betwesn the
thought ess, eary lifa of youth, and the cares
gnd_perplexmao of woman, Itis particularly o

abiv ot foma to dwell proudly upon their re-
colleotivns of schbool-days, when **each morn-
u;g 8w ecme ta-k begun, each ¢ venisg saw its

close, " aud the young schular bad no severer
;mono‘na than those uf emniation in study, or
fear o the nenalty eure to raward idlencss,

L b mankind shoald be chus prone to invead
all 8 bast youth with » p.ace and bappiness de-
Jightful to remember, i curtainly & benigoaat
proviai.u of providence, for often are the hand
of cave and bond of anxiedy rendersd lighter by
a retrospective contemplation of one's merrier
daye. As there is refreshment to the wearied
sraveliog in merely gazing upon a fresh and
beautiful landacspe, 10 the vver-texed and tired
spitid of the woman batilivg with she world
finds rest and reinvigoration in ag accasional
hour with the ever brighueming memories of a
firsr girlhood, yev it must be confrssed that
IDOIOry 18 apt to present nothing bub the bright-
eut hours of childhoad to the wmind, leaving cub
bhose seasons of heort-sickness and even trial
which are the lot of the boy, and the girl, the
woman and the man. The child certsinly' has
cares and disappointmenta proportionea to hin
streogth, which only grow grester in mature
years aa his strength has grown, Thia too, is
particularly the care during the pariod of school
daye, ioto which enter the germs of all the as-
pirati- ns, disappointments, jealoueies, enmities
:nd ::tlfngglea for ’[l;_recedence which are destined

s mtke approaching womanho
an;l{ unaatisfactory. ¥ °d mpestuons
0u wre uow u young lady; you are prond to-
have the world call you co!g n:d ambj bfom nntg\
womanly, but you somedimes feel very childish
a8 you sit alone jn the twilight and dresm of

the days gone by,

Theao dranms ars all your own,
the wor!d ani veil the winduwa of your sonl a0
carefully, lest it should look in snd see how
childish you are.

There sre dieams of home and dreams of
happicess, dreams of girlhood and dreans of
beauty, and of love, and of life ; but amid these
all, thereis one that comes fleating back on the
winga of the beautiful—the sunmer time of
youth—Convent Jife,

You bave left th+ old school houee by the
bl"ODkBIdB to hear no mors the silvery song,
with the sccompanimens of childish voicer, an
have entered the Convent, which has been for
years the object of your findest hope and high-
o8t ambition, itis needless to give its descrip.
tion ; 1t8 wings and dome, ite ladie: room and
Chapel,: the A;rarﬁy yard studded with trees,
where played the girls and the ureeze, the
windiog walk, and the pleasant surrvundinge
wre oll before you. And r1ouember your ruomi,
and the good nun’s of the sacred heart, the
jewel-clagps that biod humsoivy to heaven,

Bub the term Hew by, likaa happy holiday,
and the lime for parting is drawing nigh, What
sgnarous of rorrow thess schoal partingw are ;

The excitement of the examina'iou is paeeed,
and never before have you relized how dear to
you are the mauy memories of the Cunvent ; As
you ronm for the last time through its silend
ball:, the ccho of your own fuotsteps affect yon
to tears, and your Jone thouchts atars up like
frightened hirds, nnd atare ab each other with
the eysa of _Borrow. Kvory spot in & hisbory
of vanished joys, of dear hepes, of fond ambition
and, also ; of wilful m sdeeds, of peglected du-
tice, and wasted opportunitiecs. O! what a
leng list of demerits has the good tencher eet
down sgainas you for the last day of examina-
tion. But tha affectinnate Furewell of the good
Indiana is yet to be eprken. The chepel-bell has
rung out to you it last solemn anmmons ; the
deep voice of the organ floate oub upon the
summer air ; the pupils drop iu leirurely to
their accustomed placer, and the stillness of
death hovers over all. Tread lightly ; the old
term i dead. There is & long paume, broken
only by smothered sighs; and then the choir, in
which you sang so long, seems to ask, in the
mosb pgthnthlc manner: ‘‘ When shall we mest
again?’ There is no voics to answer ; bub you
foncy there's a slight ehudder in the trees, and
the clouds that filber the tears of angels wenr a
atznoge expreasion of sorrow.

The echo of the music has acarcely died away,
when the voice of tho superior is raised in the
elnquence of prayer,

Kivory morning, for many monthe, you have
neen her sou] on the wings of words suar up to
tho gates of God, bat never before with such
purity and power ; for when weeks and months
have passed away, snd many a mile divides yeu
from the one thut uttered it, yuu fancy you atill
hear the echo of ** that awest amall voice” come
floating back from heaven, filling your soul with
new hope and new daring,

A few kind words of advice, o silens pressure
of hands, a fervent ¢ God bless you 1” and you
pass out of thoss walla that ro long have shel-
tered you ; thinking how much of yourself you
have lett behind ; and foeling very much as you
fancy Eve felt awhen she pnssed vut of the por-
tala of Paradiso.

You have greduated with honor, and are now
to enter the school of active life, to learn its
subtle wiles, its stern renlitios, and the laws
and lvaapns of its stern teacher, jﬂxparienco.

Now are tn be matured the dear hopes and
ambitivns which have long been ripeniog in
your soul. Ak, me! how many shooting-stars
have set ssil from heaven in all the happiness
of hope, sod euuk in darkness ere they fimsaked
the half of their earthward journey,

But why farther pursue this pleasant dream ?
There ie darkness and a deserdy jn the back-
ground, .

You have lived to ses your hoper, like the
Duad Sea, perish in your grasp.  You have
sosred up cn the wings of ambition, only, like
Icarus, to be cast 6o earth again. You have
found that earthly hopes are swallowed op by
the juy of aternal life. And more then all, you -
have learnt o profit from the pare prec.pis of
the good nups, tkas when you graduate from
the mighty schcol ¢f life, you may gain the
agsurance of ** well done go/d and fuithfnl aer-
vant,” and having been faithfalover a fow things
may receive the degree of master, over many,
Yes, it is indeed pleasant, and shovld be puri-
fying, to loolk back to thcose scenes ; but leb us
remember that each pertnd of a human life has
its proportion of shadows aa well as sunshine,
and that the only way to equalize the whole is
by making the most of the sunehine in the pre-
sent, and regarding the shadowa as omly one
night betweea two days,

you shut out

I stood beside the dancing tige,
Where the sunbesm hid its crest ;

The con~ent windows, with erimeon dyed,
Looked beauteous towards the wesb,

The gatbering clouds of sable night .
Crept alowly o'er the acens,

Diapelling faxt the ehadowy light

. Toab flitted o'er the green.

Hushed as the churchyard’s silent tomb,
Dl quist reigned supreme;

No voice or sound amid the gloom

- Awoke the pleasant dream,

Betimes the gently murmuring breeze,
With silvery aweet refrain, .
Soft whispered through the huddiag trees

And kissed the grassy plain,

The face of nature, calm, compoeed,
Breathed but tranquility 5

Her creatures peacsfully reposed,
From toiltome labor free.

The fragrant perfume of the flower
‘Upon the balmy air, , a

Like incense borne, with gentlest power,
Refreshed the mind of caze, -

\ o . BRLLEMG,.
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