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THE PEARL DEVOTED TO POLITE L['I‘ERATURE SCIDNCE &ND RELIGIU
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“ God had departed from them, Daniel,’ said I soothingly : © but
we do not know that he wil' visit us in judgment. Pray to himin
this hour of peril, that his wrath be not stirred up against us !
We must use the means, Daniel 5 it is for Hrm to bless our
cfforts.” ¢ Thou counsellest well, Amos,* returned he ; * we will

use the means, and,’ hie added raising his bands to heaven, ¢ Lord
deliver for thy name’s sake.’

« We worked hard to clear the wreck, but the schooner was
alongside of us befure we had well commenced ; and in a few
minutes ber boat, full of men, shoved off to board ua. ¢ Amos,’
said Danicl, ¢be near e, my brother, and be firm. Yet, yet,’
added he, whilst his eyes again flashed fiercely, ¢1would not
torture them ; and if the lambs are to he slain—’ ¢ 'eace, Daniel,’
returned [ 5 ¢ God sees not as man sees.” Well, sir, the Pirates
hoarded w3, and then commenced a series of the most diabolical
outrages that infernal ingenuity could invent and perpetrate. No
vesistance was offered : for it would have been useless. The
passengers were taken into the cabin, and tortured to make con-
fession where Lhe money was concenled. It was in vain that they
endeavoured ta appease the wretches, by resigning every thing.
Some articles of female apparel were discovered, and the  pirate
chief, his face concealed heneath a biack mask, made signs to one
.of his fol'owers, who demanded where the owners were,

¢ M% the honour of the seamen, they resisted every attempt to
- avting thie secret fram them ; but one of the passengers, a poor
weak terrified Iad, under the expectation of saving himself, be-
trayed their hiding-piace, and the next minute his throat was cut,
and he.lay n corpse upon the deck. Never shall Iforget the look
of Daniel when his wife and daughters were brought up and tried
10 run to him for protection. Lmma was just ai the age of ripen-
ing beauty ; and Eliza was nearly as tall as her sister, though not
g0 well favoured in feature. A motion from the chief, and they
wore seized by some of his fiends in human form—and when
Paniel would bave rushed forward to attempt their rescue, @
blosv from the chiel’s sabre cut him down. Then ascended upto
heaven wild shricks of horror and supplications for deliverance.

¢ There, too, stood my innocents—the wretches, could not they
spare infuncy 2 Olino ! their feet were swift to shed blood—
although it were the blood of babes, but I cannot speak of them,
Sir—they are safe and better in another world—whilst 1 '—ay, the
houe of retnbuuomwlll come! When Duniel recovered sensibility,
it was to sce his, daughters forced over the side into the pirate’s

“boat-; and ns they clung to- their molher who held- them with.an
| ‘msoparoble grasp, the; tendous of her arius were divided by a ‘sharp
weapon ,' apd as 1hey sull ernblm.ed n ruﬁmn drew his - knife
~.ueross my. sistor’s throat, ;md ghe-was a qulverm" corpse,—Dnme!
'flwz\s lashed : down' to’ “the’ rmg-bmts-—-po“der was placed round
him and exploded, to muke him.confess that money was some-
wliere in his l\eepmrr._ For mysclf, Iwas suspended by the
wrists in the main rigging ‘andthere, oh God ! will the scene
uever pass away from my eyos I--there, Sir, I saw my children
practised on by every hellish deviee, and there too, in my sight---
the sight of a futher—the remorseless villians batchered them.’
Uere he ceased for a while, ontirely overcome with the horror
of recollection, aud his convulsive sobbings seemed as if they
would rend his breast.  In a short time he grew more calm and
proceeded
¢ [t would be a sickening task, Sir, te detail all the atrocities
practised by these devils.  Murder afier murder followed in rapid
succession, and then they commenced plundering. My poor bro-
ther looked at me, and there was, or at least I thought there was,
an expression of reproach upon his ooumenance as he mournfully
shook his head ; but he could not speak, as the wretches had cut
out his tongue.
¢ Throughout the night did this scene commue and it grew
more and more dreadfal when heightened by intoxication. The
priate chief never removed his hideous musk---he had returned
once to the schooner, but remained only a short time ; and when
he came back poor Daniel was enst loose, a ropo was rove through
ablock upon the mainstay, a noose was put round his neck, and
ke was run up to it till his convulsive throes ceased, and he was
lowered down to recover. Threo times was this vepeated ; but
the third time had eflectually terminated his sufferings, and he
was thrown down the skylight in the cabin. Iow I contrived to
escape T can hardly tell. I remember being cut down and falling
;0 the deck, whare some one dragged me to the companion hatch;
and as he raised me up fora hunch down the ladder, a voice
whispered in my ear, ¢ There’s a sail in sight---hide yourself, if
you can,’-—the next moment I was precipitated below, and ina
fow minutes, finding no one in the cabin, I crawled to the placo
and sunk into insensibility. You see the
manner in which Thave beentreated ; but God will yet grant me
strength for the hour of retribution. I have prayed for it, Sir---
the. groanings of iy spirit have ascended up to the throne of
| Qunnipotence ; I have implored with the pleadings of ﬁuth~-—nnd
1 feel assured my petitions will be answered.’

There could be no doubt that the schooner had made the frigate
out bafore we had caught sight of her, and thus was enabled to
anin a considerable advantage. ¢ What sort of a man is he you
call the pirate chiel?* inquired T. -

wliere you found me,

and consequently it was xmpos:xble 10 ascertain his ¢ arre, rephed
the nate ; but he was of middle stature, well built and active.
Every signul or sign he made showed the heart of a devil.’

That night it fell calm, and for three days we drifted at the
mercy of the currents. Sometimes a light air of wind would tan-
talize us, but it soon subsided again ; and as our stock of pro-
visions began seriously to decrease, I put the men upon short
allowance. But this was not the worst—--our water was nearly
gone, a fine breeze, and as the frigate did not appear, 1 determin-||S
ed to run into the Havana to obtain victuals and water, and the
next morning we were safe at anchor within the Moro Castle, and
all hands busily at work. Unfortunately I had no papers to show
my authority in taking charge of theship, but, by one of those
occurrences which are especially ordained, I happened to have
my pocket-book, containing my commission, and a deposition
was taken before the authorities of the actual state of the case.
The Spaniards used many pretexts for doubting and discrediting
the evidence of myself and my men, for the purpose of seizing
the vessel, but the English and American official residents prompt-
ly came to my aid, and we were allowed to remain unmolested.
Medical assistance was obtained for the mate, _but no persnusions
could induce him to go on shore.

. had landed early one morning to expedite the labours of the
men, and feeling fatigved, entéred n coffee-honse 1o obtain_ re-
freshment. - Whilst sitting at the table, o young man in a Spanish
undress ndval uniform npproached and, stiffly saluting me,’ took
his scat on the opposite side.” His age appeared to’ be about five-
and-twenty, his face was remarkably handsome, and there was a
sort of “careless recklessness in his look which characterized a tar
of the old English school—in fact, there was nothing of the Span-
iard about him but his dress, and I very soon became convinced
by his manners that he was a countryman.  His beverage was
wine, and as he raised the tumbler to his lips, he uttered in good
English, though with somewhat of an Irish accent ¢ Signor teniente,
your health.”

I bowed in token of acknowledgement; and a conversation
ensued in which he announced himself an Irishman by birth but
nearly the whole of his existence had been passed in the United
States and Spanish America, and he was then in the personal
suite of the Governor, with the rank of a First Lieutenant in thells
Navy. Hismanners were estremely engaging ; but there was a
sort of hardened bravado at times about him which smkmwly
contrnsled with his usual gentleman]y deportment, We tall\ed
of our several national senmes, and his bservations mamfested
ncuteness and mtelllrrenco., . The c'lpture of the. Y'ml\ee by the
pirate nnturally ennuued some pornon of our attention, and:he
listened to the details thh much eurnesmeas. At length he pro-
posed a walk through the city ; but'this 1 politely declined, urging
the ueceésity for my speedy departure for Jamaica as an efficient
excuse, The fact, however, was, that I did not like to commit
myself with a man of whom I knew nothing, and T was not
pleased at seeing a seaman in any other nniform than that of his
natural country. e accompanied me, however, 1o tho boat, and
looking upon the six men that were at work, paid a high compll-
men to their admirable appearance.

*How many such have you in the frigatc >* inquired he.

1 replied, ¢ Three hundred and twenty.’

* But you have more than these in the Yankee,’ said he;
¢ strong as they are they are barely sufficient to handle her.’
‘They do very well,” answered I, somewhat evasively. I
have no wish for more ; especially as the frigate w;]l no doubt,
be somewhere in the neighbourhood looking for us £

¢I should like very much to run to Jamaica \vnh you,’ said he ;
¢ the Governor, I think, would grant me permission, if you would
give me a passage.—When do you sail 2’

I told him on the following day, if possible ; and he was per-
fectly welcome to a passage.

t Well then,’ added he I will obtain leave of absence, and be
on board in the morning ;° and so we parted.

I completed all my arrangements, and by night was ready
for sea, intending 1o take advantage of the land breeze in
the early part of the dawn to make an offing. Accordingly soon
afier sunrise we had sail upon the ship ; the anchor was purchas-
ed, and we stood ont. A canoe came alongside, and a note was
handed up by a negro, who instantly shoved off again. It was
from my acquaintance of the coffee house, stating the failure of
his application for leave of absence, and wishing me a pleasant
passage.

The mate had been very carefully attended to : and as most of
his injuries were ofan external nature, he found great relief from
the applications prescribed by the doctor ; nor was his bodily
strength much diminished. He wasa tall, robust, muscular man,
apparently of great physical power ; but he belonged to that en-
during sect founded by William Penn, whose object is peace and
good willtoall.

We rounded Cape St. Antonio in capital style, and then hauled
up for Jamaica ; but we had light baffling winds and colms till
nearly abreast of the Isle of Piues, and then we had it mare
steady.

It was nearly morning—the master’s mate (he was an Irish

¢« Of his features I can say nothing ; for they were concealed,

\| youth of the name of O’Brien) had the watch—and I was soundly

felt myselfrouvhlv shaken, and O’Brien, with staring eys and
eager look, exclaimed, * By the powers, but she 5 there agam,
Sir.’

*Who’s therc »* inquired I, Jumpmc up in 2 hurry, and obsen'
ing the men using my glass to examine something to windward.
¢ What is it, O’Brien ?* '

¢ \Why, then, its the divil Lerself, Mr. —— replied he ! she’s
got away from the old hooker, and will be down upon us before
we can say pase.’ : :

I went to the gangway—took the glass and directed it towards
a sail in shore of us. There wag no mistaking her rig, or the cut
of her sails ; a curicus sensation crept over me—it was the
Black Bloodhound, and she was standing out towards us. The
atmosphere was rather hazy ; but I sent a man aloft to see if he
could discover any other strange sail, and he reported several
small craft in with the land and =« vesse! of some kind or other on
the lee bow, buthe could not make out what. I communicated
the circumstance to the American mate, who, so far from feeling
alarmed, expressed considerable satisfaction, ¢ I shall die, Sir,’
said he, ¢ but the hour of retribution’is at hand.” 1 called the
men aft, and describing to them the jinevitable consequence of
fulling into such murderous hands, demnnded whether they would
stand by me in resn:tmg to the laat.'; : S

If yow'l} only give orders, Sir,? smd Jackson advane:na a litde

we’ve done. Won’t us boys ?* ,

A brief agsent aanounced thei wdhnn‘ness and we mstamly corr-
menced preparations for defence. I had fonnd a couple of I8
pounder carronades in the hold whilst at Havana,and got them
mounted. There was plenty of powder on board, but no shot,
and all hands immediately set to work to collect lungridge of . all
kinds to atone for the deficieney ; iron hoops were broken into
smail pieces—glass bottles were in readiness--spike uails- in short
every thing of an offensive natare that we could gather was tied
up in canvas of a dimension to enter the muzzle of the gans ; and
each manamongst us had his musket, a brace of pistols, a bayonet,
and cutlass.  I.gave the American my; musket and bayonet, re-
serving my -other arms to myself ; and thus we’ presemed a formi-

But when T cons:dered that -
‘Thriue is he armedawho hath i

seventy. -

side the pirate would take, bring them both to bear toaether. A
heave-to ; but we still carried on, to gain as much time as possi-
ble, and induce him to believe that we were under great alarm,

¢ May Irequest a favour, Sir?* said Amos, intone 2 of earpest
solemnity. '
¢Jf it does not interfere with my arrangements, yon may ask,
and have all that I can do for you,’ replied I. '
I’s only to let one of the men reeve a line through that block
upon the mainstay, Sir,” said ke, pointing aloft to the block at
which his anfortunate brother had been suspended, and which re-
matined in its original position, though I had ordered its removal.
‘You may deem my request a strange one,” added he; ‘but
grant it me, Sir;Jockson, here, will lend me a hand, and you
shall see that retribution will have its day.”

I certainly did not much heed what his intentions were, for my'
thoughts were otherwise too busily engaged ; but I told Juckson to
gettherope rove, as much as any thing to satisfy him, and as
there seemed to bea sort of mysterious communing between them.
—Another shot from the schooner passed through both topsails ;

but as the weather began to thicken Istill carried on, though with-
out the smallest hope or expectation of getting away. Tn another
quarter of an hour she ranged under our lee-quarter, and poured
in a broad-side, which however injured ‘no one. M y brave fel-
lows had anticipated her movement, and the two carronades
were promptly at the midship-ports covered over with boat’s
sails.

¢ Ho—the ship, ahoy,’ exclaimed a voice from the schoouer ;

¢ heave-to, and send your boat aboard directly.’

“Ay, ay, Sir,” answered I, aloud ; but whisperingly added—
¢ Stand by, my men—square the main-yard lubberly fashion ;’
and then aloud—¢ back the main-topsail.

My orders were well obeyed—only a few of my men uppe'oring;
and the pirates, fancying that we had but little strength, and know-
ing that there were no guns when they were last aboard, crowded
the nettings and rigging to have a look at us ; they were 5o close
that we could lxeur even the tread of the men upon her deck;
when suddenly luffing-up as the schooner had forged u-head so as
o be abreast the fore-chanuels, I gave the wotd *fre.’ The
carronades were admirably pointed, and the execution they did
exceeded my most sanguine expectations. The schooner filled

ber topsails and stood oa till she brought us in a line with her

s .

sleepiug on a mattreas upon the decl‘, dreaming of home, when I

be(‘ore the rest, ¢ we’ll hould on by youfor'a Hlvhland moon ‘and - -
I'm blessed if we don’t learn the sc’oundrel= a’ mcL or t\m af'ore ;

dable band of fifteen, expecting an (Lttuck of probnbly more thdn -

stranded 50 that 2 stronn Jerk wou]d bunv the: \vhole ofiv down to-'f
gether. Our. carronades were loaded,; secured - in a-nudshlps, .
just before the aﬁer—lmtchway, so that we might, on' seeing whlch A

shot from his long gun, that passed over us, was a warmnn 0




