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@artoon Lomments

Leapiné  CanrooN. — Headmaster Glad-
stone is in a peck of trouble with the boys in
Dame Buropa’s School. At the present mo-
ment bis attention is chiefly concentrated on
the obstreperous Russian boy—a great, hulk-
ing mischief-maker, who is evidently intent on
disregarding the rule as to tocing the Afghan
line. Alexander appears to want thrashing,
and we hope that if it comes to that Mr, Glad.
stone will give him something he will not for-
get for several ages.  Indeed, Mr. GRrIr is in-
clined to the opinion that Europe would he
improved by the abolition of Russia altogether,
as that power scems to have no mission in the
world beyond grasping for tervitory to add to
the possessions she bas proved herself incom-
petent to govern,

Firsr Pack.—The old, old story of Protec-
tion is being told again at Ottawa. T'he nil-
lers, whose reqacsts it would be fatal (in the
opinion of the Finance Minister) to disregard,
have levelled their ‘¢ persuader™ at the de-
voted hoad of that functionary and demanded
an incrcase of 15 cents per barrel on flour.
The very thought of 65 cents duty on this
prime nccessity of life makes the flesh of the
Maritime Provinces creep, and Sir Leonard
knows this very well. According to reli-
able information from the Capital, the astute
Minister proposes to get out of the difficulty
by bribing the Maritime Provinces members to
permit the robbery of their constituents, by
lavish promises of * aid ' to local objects, We
are glad to note that this scandalous proposal
meets with little favor. Peter Mitchell de-
nounces it roundly in the terms it merits—and
other representatives from the East are report-
ed as “‘rcluctant” to yield, They should

como ont cmphatically in opposition to it, if !

they would prove to thc country that virtue
still lingers in their vieinity.

Eigard Page.—Mr, Mayor Manuing is
popularly supposed to be on friendly terms
with the owner of the Grand Opera House, and
the latter gentleman in turn has, no doubt, a
good deal of influence with the enterprising
manager of the Institution. Now it has struck
us that Mr. Mayor might vequest Mr. Men-
ning to intimate to Mr. Sheppard that leg
shows and all their attendant evils might very
well be dropped hercafter from the programnme
of the Grand. They offend the susceptibilities
of tho best fricnds of the theatre, and their
advertising matter is unquestionably demoral-
izing. Mr. Sheppard vaturally keeps his box-
office in view in making engagements, end his
judgment in bringing such attractions cannot
he questioned so far as receipts are concerned.
1f the gentleman who empties the cash-box is
willing to sacvifice = little, pro bono publico,we
have no doub$ hisnanager woulkl be perfectly
willing to adopt the new policy.
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THE CHIEF VICTIM.

How comes it that we hear no word of
sympathy with our uncle Solomon Isaacs ? His
business is the one that will suffer most by
prohibition !  Compensation for Solomon!

oH, DAMOZELS ! OH, MORES !

1The Rentz-Santley Company had 2 full houso Jast
night.  Five ladies present,— Daily paper.) .

Of all the males that walk the town,
1 wo'er a single one have known
Whose noral sensg
Was ga intense,
Whose feelings were sv quickly hart,
As those of Fyfurshame MeWirt,

He called it horrid, called it rude,
When nurso brought him his first-born nude.
'Gainst low-cut dress
. He warred sans cesse;
stecet urching clad in pants and shirt,
Were gall and wormwesod to MeWirt.

The sight of naked hoys who swim,
The soupgon of a female limb,
And all of such
Distressed him much.
At least he so would oft assert,
And who'd know better than MeWirt ¢

McWirt he scanned the hoarding a'er,
And carcful read the words it hove,
Which Joudly spoke
Of dance and joke,
And song and malds of scanty skirt --
‘Then poudered long and deep MeWirt.

¢ 1 long have held the g)rcsem. uge
Receives instruction from tho stage.
Theru's little wrong
In dance or somys
Or joke,” quoth Fyfurshame MeWirt. ;
¢ I’ risk the waids who shun the skirt.”

The o 1s sung, the d 1s dancedd,
Their lim"s in winsome rhythm pranceed ;
Their bosoms heaved—
Will 't be belicved ?
No xigrna of being sorely hurt,
Betrayed our upright friemd MeWnt.

Nay, rather did his sparkiing ¢ye
Quite other sentiments imply
No hiut of bile
Was in that smile;
That gentle rippling did begirt
The cherry liplety of MeWirt,

11is huxom langh was to the fore,
Fivst was he in the loud ‘* encore.”
*Twas sadly strange
To noto the change
In one who wus so quickly hurt—
(Or feigned to hie 50) as McWirt.

Could you but know what visions fuir
Entrance vour husband slumboring there ;
What heavenly sighits
Of maids in tights,
Your wrath were great, your Jangruage curt,
Oh, Mistress Fyfurshame MceWirt !

The morning meal was scarcely done,
When quioth tho wife—* When will mon shan
These evil sights
Of maids in tights,
And give applause
To girly in gauze?
“Che world were better, T assert,
Were balf the men like my MeWirt !

PASSING SHOWS,

Tur CANA0IAN Ercners.—The beautiful art
of etching is being revived these days, and.we
are proud to know that Cauada is doiug her
shave in the good work., The first exhibition
of works by the Copadian mombers of the
Yitchers’ Association, supplemented - with
specitnens by the leading Buropean mosters of
the necedle, opens to-day (2lst) at the Art
Rooms, King Street. The collection will well
ropay & visit, and we hope the artists may be
encouraged by a liberal patromage until the
~osing day, April 4th.

O Gron at Oftawva,

Gur Qwn all Broke uwp — Has Collected Himself a
Littte—Huggins' Diary Again—MNoxlly Budget
= Figurative Speeches—Athletic Orators
—T'raps to Cateh Praniers.

Orrawa, March 14,—You have already
heard by wire the cause of my silence last
week. I was foolish enough to let mysclf be
taken down the slide at Rideau by a green-
horn. We came down fast enough, but it took
soine time to separate us after reaching the
bottom, and to sort out the dcbris belongiug to
each, I have barcly recovered my usual in-
dividuality of feeling—indeed I am not quite
surc yet about my nose and a few fingers—bhut
I think I am pretty unanimous now.

I had my usnal look at Huggins’ diary to-
day, but the whole of it for two weeks would
be tioo long—so I only send on the most intor-

| esting items.

Tuesday, 8:d.—~Budget Speech from Tilley.
Brilliant effort of imagination —claims that it

.costs us no more to pay thirty millions a year

of taxes than it did to pay twenty-four
millions—says country is prosperous and cot-

, ton operatives are enjoying a well-earned holi-
j day after years of productive toil—Delieves
i they’re enjoying it hugely.

Farmers are rich
and happy with wheat at 70 cents a bushel,
and wool at 18 cents per lb. We spend
three times as much on public works as.
in '78—-but it all goes back to the people




