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haast of the elegant appearance for which we are
iniehied 1o the sheep or to the silkk worm? Do
not these children of the spring whisper in our
caty, ¢ Fools that ye are, even Solomon in all
his olory was not arrayed like one of us 22 Does
misfortune so thicken and lour around our dwel-
lings that we are cempeld to enquire, despond-
ingly., ¢ what shall we eat or what shall-we drink
ot wherewithal shall we be clothed 2  Then
they address us in the lanzaage of- expostulation
and reproof, saying, ¢ It God so clothe the grass
of the field which to day is, und to-motrow is cast
iuto the oven, shall he not much more clothe you,
O ye of little faith 7 'Nor are the bnddingbean-
ty of Spring s the Summer, redolent of blossom
and fagrance 5 or the Auluma, rich with the
Lounties of a benelicent Providence, mute in their
Creator’s praise. They call npon us to unite in
devout exclamation, ¢ O Lord how manifold are
thy works! in wisdom hasl thou made them ali:
the earth is full of thy riches,’” and to render the
homage of onr grateful hearts to him who ¢ cau-
seth the gress to grow for cattle and herb for the
service of man, that he may bring forth food out
of the carth.”

But the most direct and perhaps the most im-
pressive of these heavenly messengers are the dis-
pensations of divine providence. Prosperity
may, and it must he admitted too often does, lead
the vain, the presumptuous and the worldly-
minded to forget Him who gives themn ¢ their
corn and their wine, and their oil, and multi-
plies their sdver and their xold3* but, to the
pioperly constituted and pious mind, the lan-
ruage suggested by the bounties of Provicenceis.
¢« Bless the Lord, O my soul; an! furzet not al!
his benefits ! and the course of action which they
prompt is to *¢uonour the Lord with our substance
and the; first fraits of all increase,” m works of
piety chasity aud Chiistian munificence.

No tribulation for the present, it is true, seemns to
be joyous, but, on the contrary, grievous, never—
theless ¢¢sweet are the uses of adversity ¥ 1o him
who thus ¢« he rs the rod*?-—The Father of onr
Spirits chasteneth us for our profit thut we mixght
be partakers of his haliness.” Now therefore, thus
saith the Lotd of Hasts, consider your ways ;¥
and who goes, in lowly penitence and child-like
humility, to the throne of grace with the pragyer,
¢ L besecch thee show me wherefore thou con-
tendest with me,—Guide me with thy connsel.”’
whilz [ live, ¢ and afterwards receive me to g'o-
ry.”?

“The diseases to which onr bolies are liable,
and with which we are from time to time visited,
are startling and emphatic messengers ; and their
language is, «¢ Prepare o meet thy God ;» for
so0n, by oursuccessive assaulls, or by su:lden dis-
1uption, must ¢ the silver cord be loased, and the
golden bowl be bioken, and the pitcher be broken
at the lountain, and the wheel broken at the cis-
tern.?’

Last, and most lerrible messenger of all, comes
Death with the imperative mandate : ¢ Arise and
deg ait. for this is not your rest.””  Woe unto us,
ily ere this grim executioner of the sentence pro-
nounced upon al} flesh appear, we have not lis-
tened to the callg, the warnings, and the invita-
tions which have heen addressed to us 5 for then
the day of grace and mercy will have for ever
fled; and, while those who have made their
peace with God through the blood of his Son,
shall shine in Heaven as the brightness of the
firmament, and as the stars foreves and ever, we
shall be ¢ junished with everlasting destruction
from the presence of the Lord, and from the glory
of his power.”

Let us not there‘ore reject ¢ (he counselof God
against ourselves,” nor put from us the admoni-
tions tendered by so many agents and undersach
varied forms ; but let us, in this our day of mer-
ciful visitation, attend diligently fo the things
that concern our everlasting peace, that we may,
throngh the mercy of God and the intercession of
the Saviour, experience the blessedness of ¢ those
that do his commandments, that they may have
tizht to the tree of life, and may enter in through
tie gates into Lhe city.”’—the heavenly Jerusa-
lem.—Halifox Guardian.

SUMMERFIELD ON PREPARATION FOR
THE PULPIT.
Baltimore, Jur. 4. 1825.
« My very dear friend ,—For a fortnight past
I have been interdicted all exercise of any kind,
mental or bodily, and I am still confined to my

chamber. My pliysicians are now heginning ta
relax their restrictions, and I am permitied to 4
certain- extent to cotrespond with the triends of
my heart. That you may not be uncasy with
regard lo the nature of -my present indispo-ition,
[ woald simply state, thatitis but femporwry.
and is the effectof artiticinl causes. | have heen
submitting to a course of nercury, at their recom-
mendation, and the prozess of salivation having
arrived at its highest state, mny debility was ex-
treme, and [ had no rest out of my bad. That
course ¢ now suspended, and Iam slowly ye-
crmting : very favourable results are anticipated,
and when 1 shall see you in the spring, by the
will of God, 1 hope you will find themn reaii-
zed.

¢ ] very sensibly feelalive to the confid nee

your letter reposes in me ; and [ teel thankinl,

the enerwgies of your mind are tending, Wil it
be any reliefto my dear friend, to asswe hin,
that these anxicties are th : connterpart of my
own, even unto this present hour?  Yes, for |
will not scruple to declare it, that altheu zh § am
now in the seventh vear of my menisterial Lihonr,
the agony with which 1entered it is unabated.
1 stil} leel it a crucili vion, a martvrdoon, a dying
daily! Humnaa science may become familiar by
incessnt application, and practice may make
perfect ; but the science of salvation passeth
knowledge. <1 cannat reach the mystery, the
length, the breadth, the height 1 An sels them-
sels are represen.ed as desiring to Jook into these
thinzs 5 andd yut, with all the weivht of all their
hending minds united, they fail to conpr-hend
thein, and join us in the Apostie’s cryy ¢ O!the
depth, the depth i Anlit ever must bz so, so
lonz as we retain the spirit of onr commission ;
dependence upon the Holy Spirit wil continue to
be as senaitbly felt in our last sermon as in our
first, unless we have leamed to preach without
Him, and then we shall be soundinz brass an:d
tinkling cymbals, noisy instruments, of no value,
But fet not my dear friend, therefore, be weary
and faint in his mind; be not anwilling to har-
hour the incessant cry in his breast, s Who is sui-
ficient for taese thing 1*? an ) let the faith which
moves the mountain, triumph intly rejoice, ¢ My
salliciency is of Gol —1 can do all things throuzh
Christ strengthening me !> Ever lean upon this
promise of the great Heail of the Charch, ¢ Lo!
1 am with you always;? aad you alsn shall tind,
even il your record b+ thal of the brizh et lumi-
aary of the Church—¢No man stood by me, but
all men forsook mae’— nevertheless, the Lord
stood with me.> Be not thou therefore moved at
the afflictions of Christy but endure hardness as a
good soldier. Remember the recompensz of the
reward.

«In reply o your remarks on extzmporary
discourses, | am glad lo find your own soul in
such peifect harmony with mine. You very
much magnily the ditlieulty of it,—=hut you have
not yet been called to grappl: w'th ity—and |
am funly persuaded that, even in infanc{ as a
minister of Christ Jesus, you will stranzle the
serpents : sach is my decided impression, from
the views you have atready taken of the subject
And yet you cry, Hic labor hoc opus est?
do not know that anything I could suzgest would
be applicable to your circunstances, becanse the
mode of training for the ministry in our Chureh
differs so totally from yours. On admission into
our Church, each member is pug into a class, (so
called) composed of a dozen persons, more or less.
This class is under the care of a judicious man,
well experienced in the things of God 5 we eall
him the class-leader : it is hi's business to meet
this class collectively once arweek, ant speak
to cach member in rofation on\his Christian ex-
perience. This method gives a yonng man, at
the very outset, a facility in describins his own
views and feelings, without embarrassment, and
improves him by hearing his class-mates §pauk
their experince in like manner. Then he is ap-
pointed a leader himself, and this affords him an
opportunity of addressing a word of advice to
others. Thence he is licensed asa leaderina
prayer-meeting, then as an exhorler, &e,; and,
finally, wpon full trial he enters the ministry, with
much less of that emharrassment than the man
who is launched out from scenes of inexperience,
and made atonce the subject of criticism.

« [n your case, [ would recommend the selec-

tion of a companion or two, with whom you could

accustom youars:it o open and anplify voue
thoughts 0u w portion of the word ol Gad, iu tae
way of leclure Chaase a copious sahicct, ant
be ot anxions to sy all hat migiht e suid 0 1t
your etlorts be aimed at giving a stroae ouliine §
the Gtlin s s will he musiv more casily attained.
Prepare 2 siel2lon of your lealing tlias : brangh
thewm ot into their secontury relations: this vou
may have efore yon,  Digest well your sub-
et but e not car:fal to chaosy your wouds
prepasatony o your deiivery. Fullow on! the.i e
noaieh b vz as may oifer at the moment.
Dot b disconra ged if you fall dows a hundred
timas : fozy taoush yoo rall, you shall rise again ;
and clieer yourselt with the prophet’s challenge,
© Wiha hath despised te day o small things

“ To he o comrest extemporaseons preaches,

tvon awdl need to wiite 2 wood deal, in order o
also, that you let me so fieely into your inside ! correct styls, and prune off the exaberance of
heart ; 1 sce its workings, and how tremblingly ; i zaage; it § would not recommen.d you to
sensitive itis, on the great snhject to whizh all] write 0n the subject upon which you intend 1o

preach. 17 yoa fill up on paper the matter of your
text, you will contract 2 slavish habit of lumbrer-
inzmind with the words of yoar previous com-
position.  \Write on other subjecis, but leave
your wonids free and spantanzous for pulpit exar-
CIN3S,

“ I [ ware near you, [ would shaw vou my
plan of sk-letonizing.  As 1§ hopz to have that
pleasure in tirz spring, [ will tien fel you inte
my plans, if you think them of any value :—Ine-
ver preach witiout having prepared an outline,
but | never write o sermon ont ut lenzih,

“ May the Loed direet yoa in allthings ! Write
again and agzin.  Yours, in love,

J. SuMMERFIELD.”

MAXIMS O?A‘Bl&lh)l" MIDDLETON.

‘Maryrars dignity without tie appearance of pride
Persevere azainst discouragements.,
Kaep yoar temper,
B2 pnuctual and metholienl in business, ani
never procrastinate.
Preserve self-possession, and do not be talked
out of conviction,
Never he in a hurry.
Rather sety than follow example.
Rise early, and be an economist of ti ne.
Practice stiiet temperance. .
Maner is so:nething with every body, and eve-
ry thing with some.
Be guarded in discourse, attentive, and slow to
speak.
_Never acquiesce in immoral or pernicious opi-
nions,
B: nat forward tr assizn reasons to these who
have no rizht ¢y ask.
Taink notain g in conluct unimprrtant and in-
duff srent, . )
In all yoar transactions, remember the final a: -
coual. .
THE MJRE EXCELLENT WAV,
Waire Mr. Williams. the Martyr Missionary of
Erromanga, was labouring in oue of the South Sea
Istands, the people at ore of the stations in Rarotonza
became very neglizent in tbeir attendaace upon divine
worship. This was a source of great griel not only
to the missionaries, but to the zeulous chiefs, who
were 39 much accustomed to the uss of force to ue-

‘jeomplish theie purposes, that they proposed at once

10 send the constables to compel them to come in.

This resocl to exlreme measurcs the missionaries
resisted, and begzud the chiels to allow them 1o try
anather mathod, Aceordingly, several of the more
pious and active Christians were selected, who ap-
proprialed a part of every Sulurdyy to visiting the
people from house to house, Lo sct before tham the
imyortance of constant attendance upou the ordingn--
cas of the gospol. The elfzct of this measuro was so
happy that the chiefs nsver alierwards proposed to
send the constable.

It occurs 1o us that this islandic measure might
bz adapted with great useluiness in many cities and
villages of our own country. There are fam'lies, no-
minally connceted with Christian congregations, who
are rarely represented in the house of God, and there
are many in every place that n3ver darken (he doors
of the sanctuary. The voice of Christian (aithfulpess
would rouse som2 of them from the stupidity into which
they have sunk ; the hand of Christian kindness would
lead them to the courts of thz Locd, where the truth
and the Spirit of God mizht win and melt their bar-
daned hearfs.

By the adoption of a systomstic and extended plan
for thz visitation of the arglecters of divine worship,
it cannot be doubted, that multitudes, now (ar from

tho way of life, might be reached and brought within
the power of the appointed moans of salvation.



