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me or assistance. - The functions to- which
the phvsician-and surgeon have hitherto been
trained aréfhoseof curingdiseases andhealing
wounds. No one feels.a.npatural - preposses-

1 sion ut first sight for something thatis to su-.

persede his scienceantd accomplizh tle object
ofthig-labours by other means. Without any
ill feeling to the world,'lie ivotary of the cu-

ring art has his heuwrt’s affections on ditficult

au'(Zinqtm(;live." cases. 3 and - the-humane’
hospital-gurgeon;will feel.a  private. sorrow
in contempluting an array of empty wards.
The medical department ofthe army-has en-
dured some obloquy, -because - its - surgical
officere havee not-also been sunitary officers.
Bot the function wasout.of the routine of their
daties, aid there was no wurrant or authori-
ty for the undertaking ifi: they "desired it.
No doubt. as'Sir James Hall-explains it, the
regimental or inspéeting surizeon wounld have
something. to: say. about.‘the sulubrity of
quarters or the site of un . intrenchment, yet
these are functions merely, incidental to the.
staple’duly of such an éflicer amonir the sick
andwounded. They are not{unctions jn which

he has.cither power or -responsability $'and .

it depends ou his relatibns- witl-the officers’
in comniind, wnether -any! suggestions he
makes will be listened 10.” In private, life,.
indeed, ‘he consulting physician; whose pa-
tient calls' him in for an vpition on the drai-
nage of his honse, or an anaysis of'the .wa-
ter in the pump, or even for his views about,
the neighbouring -fen -or graveyard, mizht.
not-fees gratified by - the compliment so pail
t0 his enlightennd views, and his - advance=
ment with the spirit of the aze. The sani-

tary function has yet to be defined aund ad- |

justed. "-How readily it may come to- the
hands of the medical officer, was shown so-
me years ago,. though’ an. ingenious adjust-
ment which at:once created. the transforma-
tion on shjpboard.  The mortality umong Go-
vernment emigrants to distaut colonies, and
among penal Lransportees to. Australia, had
become alurmiug. It-waus suggested . that
the shortest remedy. was to-pay-for their pas-
sage, not by the.nwinber shipped, but by the
number .dejivered alive. The contractors
now..took:an.altered view of the term of their
contraet.t formerly It had. been to supply so
much shipronm und provisions, now it was.
a contract o keep people alive, fortified by,
a penalty on each death. The surgeon, ju-
stead.of merely physicking: the- siek and
treating!sores and wounds, - was'converted in*
w 2 sanitary ollicer, who lovked keenly to-
the ventilation of the . ship, the salubrity .of
the food, and even the habits, generally, f
the passengers,.as promotive-of health or of
diseage. . They were not to be permitted to
deteriorate tieir condition; it was equivalent,
to allowing them to cheat the coatractors
A signal decrease in the - mortality of such
passengers was the resnlt. - .
The. practical couclusion of the Commisi-
‘oners on this point is well put in followmg
short statement 3 ¢ Iu eivil life, sanitary
science as yet is  ueither much studied nor
widely spread, nor hus the value of its prac-
tical application to the ordinary conditious
of life, obtained any very , general acquies-
cence. While the tendeney to fuse together
the practice of medecine and surgery. has
thrown™ almost the whole practice of the
country (except that of the great towns)into
the hands of tire general practioner, a subdi-
vision- of lubour of another kind has simul-
taneously beet: snining ground in the medi-
cal professivn. The stody of sanitary science
has been taken. up as a- specialty,” and the
field has been abandoved by -the mass of
the profession, to be exclusively occupied
by those who so stady it. . The namnes of
those ‘'eminent in either branch are petfectly
well known to the public, who -employ the
one or the other according as they want indi-
vidual sickuess prevented. It is rare to
send for the health officer to treat sickness?
or to employ the eruinent practising physici-
an or surgeon to.drain.a town or to guard a
district . against the approach of cholera.
The fusion between the, medical ; and surgi-
cal specialties is in the. army muadieal de-
partmeat even mnore complete than in the.ci-
vil profession ; and if efficient sunitary offi-
cers are to-be oblained, it will ba by the en-
ocuragement offered by Govérnment to the
army medical otficers' to” make. themselves
thoroughly. masters of the specialties of that
branch of the medical art, and its practice
application. . ...
They propose

that a special sanifary offi-

. cer shoupd be attached to the Quurter-mas-
. ter-General's department of every army in

-tible cauvses of disease or;death," the: func—
tions of such auofficer .will . range. beyond
diainage and-vemilation, apd even the sulu-
, brity. of the foods and- liquors. As a” brigf
“gsammury.of the. élemiuts of  morbid < evil
. permiticd 10 operate upon our force -in’ the’
- Crimeu; we'shall ‘take from  the  report of
: M? Neill and Tulloch a paragraph, of which
«we huve no doubt the'terms were well .wei-

ment was.issued,  Obierving that' the " re-
turns” of ‘sickness, and.. mormlny'. :rglme‘uw
‘matters beyoiid the region of their inquiry,

thay say; < But the moriality in the Crimen

strang desire to ascertuin, if possible, sts cau-
ses. .'Che. medieal evidence ppears couclusi-
againstiattributing-it w-anything: pecaliarly -
unfavourable in. the climate ;. and. all..the
officers of whutever rank. or-: profession,
whom we examined; referred ito. overwork,
improper diet, exposure to cold and moistu-
Te, withdeﬂci‘emsllelter,inadu(;u:ite eloth~
thing, and defective buots, -as the “causes of
discase.: :Some of the:witnesses: appeared:
to attribute-greater:influence 1o one. of these’
- eauses, soiedlo)another ; batthers. can be no-
“duiibt that the mortality was. the effect, not -
of:any-one cause apirt-from the ‘others; but
~of a combination of the.whole.?? . .00
Let us” count oue” of ‘these :causes - of
mortality, the *Sovérwork,”. among .the sa-
crifices cheerfally” and  heroically made by:
the suldier.:.there was an-énd to "be gained
by it which neither quarteimaster nor, com=
missury could achieve. We had a wide-ex-
tended front and a thin' line,. and “overwork
must make up forthe deficiency of numbers.
Butthe other causes - were deficiencies in
things due.to the soldier—due by our engage-
-meit with him to go where. he went to light
our battles ; and the bargain -was - not kept
with him. ~Wh shall say no more on a mut-
ter which we'thoroughly discussed while it
was yet fresh, .. ..00 " - B
Iu conclusion, let us drop for the reader’s
consideration a few thoughts upon.the ques-
tion, wheter it isdecent -and just, .wise and.
generous, that our coubtry.should be given
to the. practice of-maligning the mass of its
soldiery as a kind of parinh class, when es-.
timuted with.the rest of the citizens of the
Britich empire- It is true' that we uphold
their fatne in._all ecomparison with foreign
troops.. . They.are the. only men who will
stund.to-be-cut down-at their post s they arg”
‘the ouly troops who..can.be. trusted in Jines
- againts colminus, or who can be’ handled,in”
small detachements close. to"a hostile army..
Dupin criticises. as a- peculiar nationality the
superb arrogance with which dur statesmen
aml geuerals have ever spoken of anxiliaries
aud forcign mercenaries when engaged in
the sume operations with . British troops,
compiting their combination tothe mixing
of goul with the baser metals. COf ate
ycars the nationa! boast has’ been better
grounded than ever, Our standing and fu-
me amouy tie nations of the _earth, - though
it may have many substautial foundations,
has.in late triais and - diffleuities been up~
held chivlly by the soulier. And yet, at
hone among ourselves, he is stiil spoken of
as the blueill sheep of our family. It was
predicied tnat when the Russian “war cens-
ed, and a large portion of our army was dis-
banded, crime would immediutely” increase.
It did not.  lu the interval betweeu
the two wars, titn Russian und the Se-
poy, the’ unumber of criminals continned-
steadily to decrease. However the survivoers
of that long stern conflict, in which the ene-
my was uot the most formidabte detroyer,
bestowed themselves, it was uot by becom-
ing tenants of the jails. . In one shape how-
ever. thei couduct taught an unpleasant les-
son : those disbanded did not come forward
oun-the new emergency, and raw recruits
had to be sent to India.  Heuce the natural

high-spirited thoughtless youwths, with little”
notion of the actual soldier’s life and  strug-
gles ; that when these come upon them, the
natural courage, endurance, aud dutiful feel-
ing of their ruce, supported by a powerful
system ol discipline, inuke them go through
with what they . have cugaged for 3.but thu
when they have endured all, and find how
small the reward is in any shape—position,
Jepute, or pecuniary recumpense—they are

We believe that the hard trlals and the va-
ricty of occuputions improved to usefuluess
by the strict discipline kept up, converted

many of the raw recraits who had been tak-~

e-fisld.  Asthe watcher over all preven~| en to the Crimes into very valuable men for

ghed and carefully: revised- before thie doen=

hasbeen -too -rémarkable not: to “exeite’ &

infereuce is, that- our enlistments bring in |

uot iuclined to resume the same . career. .

;some dep

:
riments of ‘civil duty. when: they:
iwere L iisbindéd, i itfis” srtisfictory. to.
ithink that sowe-of thiem' are thus o upying
‘positions of permanent’ usefulness, . and rei-:
-ping better régarils- 'than any that tawaited”
‘thent' ju-the serviee, - - T D NRE
-+ "When people’ speak:of eunlistment as the’
‘properveluge for ull the wortliléss scurm psof
the commuunity,, they. are..but repeating a
‘scanidailong ago affixed ‘upon our army. by
tAct ol Parlisment.. Li'the recrunting, Acts
‘of Queen Anne, justices of peace dre  autho-
rrised 1o impress” into the service * such i~

;bie-bodied men as do not exercise somie law-

ttul calling or'employmeut, .or have not so-.
jme otherlawfil and sullicient stpport :uud
jmitutenance.” - In the “early days of Me-
ilhudism, a clergymair of -tuat persuision,
named Nelson, wiis forcibly ‘enlisied dt-Ha-
fifax as a person ¢ having uo lawful culling
or employment.? 7 e

4 1t became -the practice in these ‘enlist-
“ments to certifly that 1the recnits had no vi-
sible meaus o livelihood ; a.d it is-under a
literal \intérpretition of the - definition’ that

Sergeunt: Kite, fn Farqhar’s Recruiting Offi-

cery secares u colliér, be¢anse  may it plen-
se'your -worship, this man * has'ng visible
meuns of livelihood, “for-he works under
ground.?? }

Brst adopted, ¢ If. well..managed, it~ will
prove ol groat advantage to the nation, siuce
by this' means'ut wi.l be delivered from many-
vieious and:idle persons who-are - become a
burden to their ¢ountry.> The objuct of the
Act was tosweepin to the army every.black-
guard in and out of jail, and (f became habi-
tual 10 suspend: punishments of atrocious:
oftenders; aud enlist them'; so that to - been’
listed: in the army,-and o be transported ‘to
the pluntations, were: but - two ways of ac-
complishing the saimeobject, eujoyinga com-
mou infamy: In the. Geutlemun’s Magazine
Aprill744ihere appears the foliowing lughiy
sutisfactory statément of the working of” the
Act: ¢ Ageneral press began for recruiting
his mujesty’s regiments and. mauning the
fHeet, when upwards of -oue “thousand “men
were secured | in the several juils'of Loudon
and Westminster, being ailowed 6d. a-head
per diem by the Commissioners of the Lund
tiux,: who examine them ; and send those u-

“way that ure found £t fur his majesty’s’ sei-

vice..  The suthe method was taken in each
county.: This species of recruiting, with
‘varnalons, was continued so loug, thut Grose,
inhis Military Antiquities, gives the foilow -
ing. account of'its practice ~in 1780: « All
thethieves, pickpuckets, and vagabonds in-
the euvirons of -London, teo' lame to run’ a-
way, or.'1o pour to bribe’ the parish officers,
were apprehended and delivered over as sol-
diers to the regimeuts quartered i the towns
and villages where these bandiiti had lived.
The pressed men deserted, nor did the regi-
ments on which:they were imposed take the
least pains to prevent their escape or to re-
take them us they justly cousidered being
thus made the compauions  of thieves aud
robbers a most grievious aud cruel iusuit,amd
loudly compliiuedof it us sucnhto therrotlicer?®?
The legacy bequeathed 1o us by these un-
worthy acts of the Government and Parlin-
ment of jast century is tound in the traditi-
onal taint sti:l attaching to the soldier’s lie
-—a taint which makes tnose who would chel
fully give their sons as aw honorable sacri-
fice to their country, lument it as they would
a crime when theyhear that a youth s lis.
ted.? Lt is tie traditional resuit of this po-
licy that has seemed w justily o respectabie
writer ofthe present age DrWade it speaking
of the British suldier 1u-terms which are a
heavy scandul 10 the country.  fi s His-
tory of the Middle and Working Clusses e
says i+ The army is mustiy fined trom the
same causes wiice fill the jails and houses
of eorrection : it is nut choice. but necessi-
Ly, which compels-nen to eniist therein.
Having lost their churucter, or - contracted
habits of idieness and hinprovidence whicl
exclude them from the better paid. walks “of
civil industry, they are coustrained 1o devo-
te themneives'to tue hardships and. perils
of military life.”? Lt miglu ‘perhups behard
to determine by rigid law that there is any
sphere ef useluiness fiom which the reform-
ed offender should be exciuded. But, far
from making the army the . general refuge
for offenders, reformed or - wreformed, we

wounld -hold .that, next {0 the Churely 'it:

onght tu be counted the last profession in
which offenders stained by. dishonesty or
other degrading crimes cun securea wel-
cume. )

While the process of degradation was go-

Burnett said of: -the"Act’ when -

ing on, the sagacious Defoe. ;uitered in his-
own rough fushion ‘sume - rewnarks, which-
.came close 10 truth.and " soundness” on. the-
poiut. ¢ Why,? he.says, ¢ are juils: rums<.
maged for malefactors, and , the. Mint .and-
prisong for debtors 2 . The 'war - is an:-em--
ployment of hounour, and suffers some, scan~-
-dal i huving men tuken from the --gallows,.
‘and immediately, from. villains, and house<
“breukers, . mate. gentlemen’. soldiers.: ... If.
-meu wanted employment, und consequently.
bread, this wotid never be. Any man would'
,carry a musket rather - than “starve,. and,
;wear thé Queen’s "cloth. or;anybodys-cloth -
rither thau go nuked, and live “in.rags and
w.ut. i is plain. the nation is -full of -peo--
‘P 4 and-it is ag pluinour people  have 7no.f
purticalar'aversion. 1o the” war, but . they’
‘ure not paor enough 10 go abroad. - It-is:po--
verty makes men soldiers,-and.drives; cow-
ards inftothe armies; and the difflculty to get
Ewgiisiunen’ to list 14 because they, live in -
plenty and euse; and he that can.earn
=203, u-week at an easy steady employment,
amust be drunk or mad when'he lists for a
'soidier, to be kuocked o® the head for 3¢ 6d.
‘w-week? . P B

i This, us we say, comes close to the point.
‘Frankly, we woiild huve the” entire’ condi-
tion of the common’ soldivr uplifted .in . the-,
sucial scale, by the ‘expenditure  necessary
1o produce that reeclt ~ If we are told .that’
tiiis may c¢ost-the nation iwo or three “mill-
ious, the answer is, that they would’be, well
expended. - Perbups some gue. will say that
the’ army s not o mercenary. » proféssion.
This argumer t may be decos ously employed
by those who receive, but not by those- who
give. The purson and the surgeon:of the par-
ish are not perhaps mercenary, -and ! yet if -
eaclt have not:a gwood houseé and:¢lean’ 1i-
nen, with thie: means of educating his fami-
1y, the usefuiniss’ of his functious will 'be-
impiired, and the position” of his‘f'chil’dren:
will sink in the scale of civilization, It may
be traly urged that our troops ‘cost more " by
the head than any other troops in the world,
but yet'iv is notorions that in scarcely any o-
her covntry is the soldier so far below ther -
icvel of the other citizen. Until he reaehes
 Position corresponding to what he holde
in other nationy, we muintain that the ex-
penditure assigned to: him is. insufficient,
From..the constitution and - habits of this
ccuntry—especially £ om-our way lof - deal-
ing with" the. army—money - is the sole |

| means’ by which the amendment ' can . be.

accompligshed. - We have - ceused'to be in
ary way a feudal people——we buy all- servi-
ces in-hard-cash—and ‘we must ‘pay  what
they are worth, instead of attempting; thiou- -
ghthe “fladnting reeruiting-sergeant.at the
gin-house door, to'obtain-them by a combi-
nation of frand and foree.s > =7 .- - .
Itcaunot be doubted that the many kind
and judicious details of improvemenl sug-
geated by the Sanitary Cominissioners will
materiaiy improve the soldier’s - condition.
They come in a shape that caunot be resis-
ted. Their tenor forcibly reniined us of
one whose latier days wonld have been
gladdened had he lived to see the greal ob~
Jeot of his life placed in such a 1rain for
practical aocomplishment.” Many readers
will anticipate the naune of Dr.. Henay Mar-
shall, luspeetor of Military Hospitaie, the
author of the work to which we have ocea-
sionally referred, and of other woiks - devo-
ted to the grievances of the soldier, and
their remedy.  In the following brief em-
phatic remark in his Military  Miscellany,
the reader will recognize agrievance which
has been lately thundered  loudly in the
British ear. » - o
« With respect tothe dinner, it may te
observed; that in this country it is common-
ly excellent in quality and -abuodant i
quantity 3 but it " is uanvarying—the same
kind of articles covked in the same manner,
iromn the Ist January 1o the 3l1st Decem-
ber, . . :
¢ Que le vent sonflle au nord, ot qu’il souf-
tle au midi. .
C? est tonjours du bouilli, mais jamais du -

‘roti? 27 L

© Whatever improvement - may hereafter
be attributable to the Report  of the Army
Sanitary Commission, we canuot help think-
ing thut the future o1 the British soldier "is
tot unlikely to be brightened, by a 'histori-
cal epigode, wihich about this time last year.

-opened™in darkuess aud calamity. Certain-

tuinly no‘great theory seemed” ever to be -
better fourmtled—none ever bure discussion'-
and eriticism better—than that which enjoi-
ned us to keep a large well-puid native “ar-



