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powers are small : the range of iy observa-
fion is limited : the vastness of the subject
places it utterly beyond my reach: Butsurcly
it would be extreme folly, if, on this account
I relinquished, denied, or doubted those greal
principles, which are not less determined than
‘my own._existence, nor less universal than the
works of God, not less luminous than the path
of the sun 3 which are the first principles of
all virtue and happiness. It is a necessary con-
dition of human trial that we are often co!nlfcl-
led to act upen the knowledge or beliel of
facts, which we wre nol competent fully to
explain. Itis a piineiple, which cvery day
applies to the ordinary actions of human life.
Shall T refuse food, because I am not able fo
explain in what way it will contribute to the
support and nowsishment of my body ? Shall
the hushandman neglect to cast the seed into
the ground, because he cannol describe or
conceive the manuer in which this dry ker-
nel is to be reared into a plant? No,my
brethren, it is none but the fooly who hath said
in his heart, there is no God 3 and may I
never distrust the great principles of religion,
becnuse the limitations of my mind and con-
dition render me incompetent to explain fully
the facts on which they are grounded. All
life and nature are full of mystery ; and it
becomes me to how with deep reverence and
adoration before that incomprehensibility,
which arises from the gicatness of God—
Colman,

UNITARIAN CHRISTIANITY :
1T§ ADAPTATION TO WOMAN.
Unitarian Christianity has achieved much

for woman. Tt has come to fortify her, pre-
cisely in these departments of her constitution
which expose her to her greatest dange:s;
while at the same time 1t possosses resources
which amply respond to the religious tender-
noss and generosity of her nature. Under
other systems, the voice ef usurped authority
has found in woman a too unquestioning and
unresisting subject : she has yeilded submis-
sively to arrogant pretension 3 she has tremb-
led slavishly before unwarranted denunciation,
she has surrendered her imagination and her
affections o theatrical, fantastic, imposing
forms, or extreme principles, of religion 5 she
has prostrated hier facultics in helpless despair
before perplexing doctrines, which forbade and
condemned the very use of her reason ; she
has listencd to too predominant exhibilions of
the terrific; uniil distraction and suicide have
hastened to closc the scene. .In these circum-
stances, the female nature has almost cried
aloud instinetively for aid, and has found it
more than any where else in the genius of
Unitarian Christianily., There is a modesty
-and fairness in the very manner by which
Unitatianisia asserts iis awthority over the
mind, which not only appeals to woman’s de-
licate sympathy, but at once raises her from
the dust, and awakens her to the fact of her
own significance. It bids her to be ealin—
to reflect~—to receive a revelation through
the medium of her reason, as well as of her
imagination and affections.

Yet whilst this system presents just enough
of poise and negation to restore woman to her
lost equilibrium, it refains, as we have hinted,
suflicient positivencss and vsarmth to satisfy
the demands of ler earnestly religious consti-
tution. It gives her, in the Eternal Father of
spirits, an object of profound adoration, com-
bining in himself whatever glorious, awful,
and endearing attribules or agencies can pos-
sibly ‘be ascribed to the Trinify of the middle
ages 3 while, by demonstrating the singleness
and simplicity of his being, it quiels her har-
towed faculties, fixes her distracted vision,
and-raises her faith from a state of ahjecl
prostration 1o a serene, enlightened, and con-
fiding repose.  Tn the innocent babe upon her
knee, she no longer beholds a mass of total
depravity, a viperous enemy of God, a vessol
of eternal wrath and formeni~—but a hopelul
subject of the kingdom of heaven, whose im-
mortal powers are in part to be unfolded by
her own prayerful vigilance and faithful ex-
ertions. In the Scriptural view of the Atone-
ment which she is now called upon to adopt,
she is not bewildered by the dramatie repre-
sentation of one Divine being possessing all
the justice, and another all the mercy 3 noris
shie bafiled by the coniradictions which inces-
santly spring up between the alleged necessity
that a Divine being should be sacrificed, and
‘the allowed impossibility that he could” die,
coupled with the freshly puzzling fact that
after all only a humanheing endured the sac-
tifice required.  She rather sees in the Atone-
ment ‘2 great scheme of reconciliation-—a
series of hedling and restoring influences,
contemplated from eternity by a Ged whose
justice and mercy well knew how to temper

and co-exist with cach .other, and at length
introduced by the Lamb slain from the foun-
dation of the world—a scheme, thus truly
worthy to be illustrated, and even prefigured.
by the types and shadows of the Mosaic dis-
pensation.  Inlher prospect of the retributions
of futurity, her imagination is no longer cither
pampered or revolied by presentments too
over-powering for human nature ; but it is
wholesomely stimulated by that solemn indis-
tinctness, yet awakening certainty of result,
—the heaven of happiness and progress afl
ahove her, the hell of darkness and misery
all below hery—which are every where char-
acleristic of the moral government of God.  In
Jesus Christ,as presented by the same system,
the chiel amonyg ten thousand and the onc al-
together lovely, the chosen of the Father from
the bosom of a past eternily, she recognises
the tink which unites the human and Divine
—the realized ideal of her most exalted ima~
ginings—the perfect archetype of her purely
aspiring affections.  ‘While the porplexing
metaphysics of a falsely styled orthodoxy had
takoen away her Lord, and buried his identity
in a mass of conlradiction and mystery, Uni-
tarian Christianity has restored him to her in
his original proportions : it has rescued from
artificial clouds and darkness the great sub-
jeet of the New Testament biography ; she
can now venture to approach him again asa
being whose heart beats in unison with her
own—io bathe his feet with her tears, and to
wipe themith the hair of her head.

Accordingly, woman in return has effected
much for Unitartan Christianity. In the eri-
tical transition-period when a change was in
progress from a complicated and humanly de-
vised to a purer and simpler faith—when the
spirit of reform was necessarily more or less
analytical, negative, and defensive—when
charges of coldness and unbelief rang from all
the camps of Orthodoxy,—woman was found
ready, in a full-proportioned representatien,
to partake of the enlightening process. She
pereeived, by her charasteristic intuition,
much that was positive and profoundly reli-
gious in the system that was unfolded ancw,
and she acted upon it by anticipation. The
moment thal Unitarianism respected, appealed
to, and convinced her understanding, she ac-
cepted it with all its consequences—discern-
ing and despising the hollowness of the spas-
modic outery raised against it. The Divine
authority of Jesus and his religion she at once
and honestly felt could be no cold negation,
no isolated or empty fact, no dictate of infidel-
ity or deism ; but, froma the very terms of the
question, a principle deep asthe wants, lofty
asthe hopes, and wide as the workings of
the human soul,. Therefore it has been, that
in the darkest and most laborions periods of
his carcer, the Unitarian reformer has been
invariably cheered and supported by her coun-
tenance and adhesion.  Part of his reproach
her manifest faith and piety have turned
away, and the rest she has cheertully bome
along with him.  When, with an anxious
heart, he has first spread the tuble of his Mas-
ter, and invited the guests to come, she, if fow
or none ¢lse, was near, topartake of thespeak-
ing memorials. TTow often, in the hour of
death, has her deliberate testimony and ripe
preparation put to silence and shame the so-
lemn_ but silly saying, so widely circulated,
that Unitarianism is a poor religion to die by!
How often, in the battle of life, has she sus-
tained with a heavenly composure the lower-
ing odium of excited communities ! And how
often have herquict smile and pangent remark
vefuled the extravagant dogmas, or retorted
the menancing astillery of bigotry and fanati-
cism ! 'With her ¢wiiling hands*> she has
toiled 1o uphold and adorn the ark of her faith,
as it rose amidsl sad discouragemenis and
difficulties ; and even now, wherever that
faith, ne longer struggling and militant has
become trinmphant and commanding, many
of its golden fruils, its spontancous emanations,
are started inlo life, or carried into larger ef-
fect, by her fostering and benignant enterprise,
Religious charities and amenities spring up all
around her home 3 while the missionary, sup-
ported by her exertions and bounties, trans-
plants {o the distant wilderness the truths and
principles which her experience assures her
are from above. 1t is unguestionably the pe-
culiar blessings of every Unitarian Minister
in the land, that he can gratefully point to the
feinale partion of his congregation, as unsur-
passed for intelligence, refinement, virtue, and
attachment {o religious institutions.—Bosion
Christian Examiner.

Praver.
The practice of devotion is a sign of spiritual
life, and a means of preserving it. No one
prays hearlily without some deep religious
sentiment fo actuate him, This sentiment
may he but occasionally felt . it may be tran-
sient in duration ; but the exercise of it in acts
of devotion tends to render it habitual and
permanent, and its frequent exercise causes the
mind-at length to exist always in a devout
posture. He who truly prays, feels, during

the act, a sense of God’s presence, authority,
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and love 5 of hisown obligations and unwor-
thiness ; of his need of betng better. He feels
grateful, humble, resigned, anxious for im-
provement. He who prays often, often has
ihese feelings, and by frequent repetition they
become customary and constant.  And thus
prayer operates as an aclive, steady, power-
ful means of Christian progress.—H. Ware.

OBSTACLES TO HUMAN PROGRESS.

It is a well known historical fact, that
every great discovery in astronomy, in natu-
ral history, in chemistry, or in any of the
physical seiences—that everything which has
made us better acquainted with the heavens,
with the earth, and with human nature—that
every acquisition of knowladge which has
tended to elevate humanity, every attempt at
free inquiry, every effort to shake off the
trammels of authority, has heen successively
attacked by the ignorant and narrow-ininded,
as leading to infidelity. Under this malignant
and accursed plea some of the greatest spirits
of the human race have heen persecuted and
slain. Socrates was put to death as an infi-
del 5 he who first said there were Antipodes
was burnl. The followers of Copernicus were
persceuted as disbelievers, and the great
Galileo on bended knees was compelled to as-
sert that the earth was immovable. Bacon
and Descartes were taxed with irreligion ;
the doctrines of Locke were said io lead to
materialisim ; Newton was accused of dethron-
ing the Deity by the discovery of the law of
gravitation ; a similar charge was made
against Franklin for explaining the nature of
the thunderbolt ; Priestley’s library was bumt
and his person endangered on account of his
religious opinions ; and, in our own days,
Buekland, Sedgwick, and the other geologists
are accused of overturning revelation by their
discoveries with regard (o the past existence
of the carth. Inshort,inall ages, and amongst
all nations, infidelity has cver heen the war
ery which the base, the ignorant, the intole-
rant, and the canting tribe have raised aguinst
the great, the noble, and the generous spirits
of the hwman race.—Sir TV, Molesworth.

UNITARTANISM IN TRANSYLVANIA.

TFrom some statistics which have just been
published, it would appear that the churches
founded by the Socini, and their followers, the
Poloni fralres, are in a flourishing state. Tn
1766, the number of Unitarians in Transylva-
nia was only 28,647—in 1789, they had in-
creased to 31,921,  Tn 1818, they amounted
1o 40,000 5 at the present time (1845) the es-
timate is 51,700 ; so thatf, within 80 years,
the Unitarians have, in Transylvania, almost
doubled their numbers. They have three
colleges—one at Clausenburgh, of which the
most reverend Alexander Szekeley is thehead,
This gentleman is called ¢ General Notary,’
¢ Clerical Vice President,” &c., and )his office
appears similar fo that of an archbishop. The
number of students at Clausenburgh is 220,
Another college is at Thorda j it contains 174
students. A third college is at Szekely, Ker-
esztur ; it contains 184 students. The cap-
ital of the Transylvania Unitarian Church is
—~in money, 30,000 florins ; in Janded and
real properly 40,000 flovins ;5 tolal 70,000.
With this sum, it would appear, they are able
1o defray the whole of their church expenses,
and put hy annually 200 florins for contingen-
cies. The professors of this faith enjoy all
the righis of citizenship in the principality ;
among them are advocates, judges, censors of
the press, registrars, and privy-councillors.

ANEcpoTE oF Joun WresnEY.

The following anccdote of John Wesley
and an ald woman who was one of his disci-
ples, is related by one who had been minister
in his connection, some years before he he-
came an Unitarian :—The old woman lived
at a distance of five miles from the Wesleyan
chapel she belonged to, which she was scl-
dom able to attend, on account of the distance,
At ashort distance from her dwelling there
was an Unitarian chapel, the only place of
worship in the neighborhood, which she had
been in the habit ofiattending regularly, when
she was not able to go to her own, asshe con~
sidered it to be her duly to atiend some place
of worship every Sunday, when she could.
In process of time, an Tndependent Chapel
was built near the Unitarian Chapel. When
this was the case, doubis arose in her mind
whether she should go to the Unitarian cha~

pel, or to the Independents® : she therefore
determined to lay the case, the first opportu-
nity; before Mr. Wesley, to resolve hér doubis.
¢ Go,” said he, «where you have heen used
to go, for the Unitarians will give you a dry

crnst of morality 3 but if you go to the Cal-
vinists, they will give you rank poison.”?
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THE UNITY OF GOD,
THE DISTINGUISING FEATURE OF
JEWISH FAITH.

On another page of our present sheet we
give our readers the principal part of a dis-
course delivered by Rev. Dr. Raphall in the
Jewish synagogue, Birmingham, of which he
is the regulav preacher. It was written at
the request of one of the Unitarian Ministers
of that town, with the view of laying before
the public an anthentic statement of the Jew-
ish faith, respecting the Divine Unity. The
fact that such an idea as that of a three-fold
division of God was unknown to the ratriarchs,
to Moses and the prophets, bears, we think,
most powerfully against the popular dogma of
the Trinity. Tor let any reflecting man con~
sider a moment the circumstances of the case.
Through successive ages and centuries the
Deity manifested himsell in a peculiar and
infimate manner, o the ancient Hebrew peo- -
ple. He raised up legislators and prophets,
and great religious reformers in their midst.
Through these He proclaimed himself One,
« and his name One.”” To give them a suit-
able knowledge of himself, and to win them
to His own service was the great aim of all
His revelations 1o them. Is it credibie then,
that under such circumstances He should have
left His faithful prophets and chesen people
in error, or in the dark, respecling such a doe-
trine as that of His triune existence 7 - There
was no such thing as trivne existence, and
that'is the simple and only way of account-
ing for the absence of all knowledge of the
doctrine, or belief in it. The Hebrew peaple
of old maintained the absolute wnity of God
in opposition to the idolatry of the world, and
their descendants at the present day vindicate
the same grand doctrine against those whoe
would divide and deseribe the indivisible and
incoinprehensible One.

So long as the Jewish people deny the di-
vine mission of Jesus of Nazareth there must
of course be a <« great wall of separation®?
between them and all Christians. But we
must remember, that, prior to the Christian
dispensation, and from the remotest antiquity,
the Tsraclites were made the depositaries of
the true religion, and their testimony coneern-~
ing the doctrine in question is of the highest
value. The division of God into three persons
is a comparatively modern error, and were it
not that we are familiarised to the expression
of it, by the common technical language of
cerfain creeds of man’s formation, il would
fall upon our ears with the utmost discordance,
and strike our minds as something profane. Tt
was unknown in the first ages of Christianity.
Tt took its rise from the subileties of Platonic
philosophy, and gradually progressed towards.
its present definite shape. According to
Mosheim, himsell & Trinitarian, the doctrine
of the Trinily did not receive its ¢ finishing-
touch® (we quote his own phrase) until the
close of the fourth century. But many of the.
carlier fathers, as they arc called, tinged with
the fashionable philosophy of the time, were-
cautiously introducing it, much to the alarm:
of the plain, unlettered Christians who were
the great hody of helicvers. A single extract
from a controversial work by Tertullian ‘who
wrole at the close of the second century, willl
shed a flood of light on this matler, < The
simple,” ‘says he, (by which he means the-
plan unlearned mass of Christians)<¢ who are
always the greater part of believers—presume
that the numbet and arrangement of 2 Trinity,
is a division of the Unity, they therefore hold
out that fwo, and even flree Gods are taught
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