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thatte you, whether I wasa member on the floor, or a0 audi-
tor 18 the gallery ? I was io that house, aed 1 did hear that de-
bate. But,:, .. .

“ Awake, St. J ohp, and leave all meaner things, |
- o Jow dmbition, ‘and the pride of kings.”

[

In this province, devoted nat ouly to be the victim of errones”
ous jsformation given to the supreme government of Britain,
but likewise to be the yesort of the most uncultivated, the ru.
dewt the poorest, end the least Tistructed, patt of her extiberaiy

is hikethe French, budt upon the Roman law and follows, e-
ven more servilely, the civil jurisprudence of Justiviag; aod ds
tg the Eoglish, they come with a kitewledge,( at least'they ought
to do g0, ) that such are'the prevailing laws here,’ fud, in be-
comiog ichabitants o,l)’ Lower Conada, tliey have- voluntatily
suhjec*ed themselves to them; Zo that, if it b& a hardship, 1t 153
hardship of their owo_choice. But I have strong doubts wheth-
eritishot a very ertoneous construcuion of the Québec ‘act, to
extend the operation of the French civil lmws beyorid‘the ‘bouh-
daries ofthe seignories; for i can'not but;lookidg at the-pre-
amble of that ‘act,'explais the V [11th.secudn, where it is ‘elact-
ed ~ Phat all His Majesty’s Candidian ‘sabjects, within the “pro-
vice of Quebec, the 1ehigious orders aod commuuities'only ex-
cepted, maj alsoTold dud eijoy teir property and pbsséssions,
togetber with all customs and’ usages ‘relabve thierélo,~and ‘all*
other their atil'rights, o aslarge, ample, aud beneficial man-
net.asaf.the said proclamations, ¢tg. bad nat beey made, and as
may consist with theirallegiance to  His Majesty, and '’ subjec-
tion to the crown aud garliament of Great Bntaw, audthatin
all attersof controversy, relahive to property, aud cvil rights,
resort shal) be had to the laws of Canada, as the rule for the
decision ofthe same; anddll causes that sholl hereafter be -
atituted i sy of the conts of justice to  be appoisted within .
and for the said province, shall with respect to such .property
dnd rights; be détermined agreeably to thesad laws apd cus- ~
toms of Canada,” to apply alone to the inhabitants of the seigno-
ries, ‘and the props iy and rights of those inhabitants; -and by
pomeaps a5 extending to new British sewtlers upon the waste ‘
Inods of the crown, since erected -nto. townships; particularly
when the section immediately following, (I ) declares., that
“Nothug n this act contawned shall extend or be construed to
extend to any dands that have been granted om suaLL BE
HEREAFTER GRANTED, o be holden 1n free and common soc-
cage.” 1n this opinion 1 do not stand alone ¢ dnter alia 1 can
zeler to that of an emivent luminary of the law, and one person-
ally and deeply versed in the early politics of Cannda, Franas,
DBaron Maseres;formerly attorney-geueral at Quebec, and now



