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On Thawsday  the Parlinment of the
Movinee of British Columbia meets for
the disputeh of buxigess uader the lead-
erabiip of Tton. J. 3, "Tarner. We ean
quite imagine that, irvespretive of the
lezislutive  measures which are to be
dixcussed and dealt  with, this session
will be a lively one, though it is not st
all too mineh to expeet that personal
considerations for the vespeeted premier
will relicve hitn of those jndividual at-
ticks in the repelling of which Ilon.
Mr. Davie appeared to be in lus elenent,
We do not suppose that the session wifl
e remgarkable for its length, althouzh
there are sane suljeets—the British Pa-
cific railway amonyg them—which will
give rise to  considerable  diseussion,
Everyone is naturally anxious to know
what will be done regarding what may
very oroperly be termed our railway,
Properly handled, it will he a great bhoon
not lone to Vietoria, lmt te other parts
of the province, although for Vancou v
and New Westminster it does not appear
to have much attraction.

The British Maeifie will anguestionably
open up a great and rich eountry which,
if not sapplied with means of transport.
ation, cannot be gettled and developed.
Besides, it will give a2 new transconti-
nental route on Canadian soil.  Some
veople have said that the project is pre-
rature, Many kindred depuartares have
heon similarly characterized in the past,
notakly the Canadian Pacific railway.,
Bat had a Canadian  trauscontinental
ratlway been built tea years hefore that
enterprise was undertaken who is pre-
paved to sy that the interests of Prit-
isii Columbia and the Northwest would
not have been ten years further a0
vaneed, and that we should not have
been at'the present time in the full en-
Jorment of that lucreased prosperity to
which we are looking forward in the
cotrse of a few yearsY
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MEETING THE CU,

“Quality wins in the ¢1d.” is the ro-
munder that one of cur exchanges gives
to the milling interest. It observes that
in this particular line any trifle of pro-
fit Eained for the present by squeezing
quality will vaunish over and over asin
in the future in the lost trude that in-
evitably follows the expasnre of lowered
aquality,  Thix  remark holds good in
other hranches of trade.  There can be
o doulit of the fact that though it may
e very hard to secnure new custamers,
it is harder to eall back the business
loxt by wanton breaks in quality. We
have noticed latterly that in not a fow
nstaneces—~tuke  for  example  grocery
staplex. in which there has been execed.
fugly close competition—gonds € inforior
quality, whicther by adulterution or oth-
*TWise We are not prepared to say—have
been delivered to the purchaser,  What

are known ag soft white sugars have
supplinted the hard  quality, teas and
coffeos have been blended in such a way
a8 1o supply u cheaper artiele, coevtain
capned  goods—among  them  salmon-—of
the less popular brands have been made
to take the plice of the oll stand-hys
whose scelling priee hag been advanced.
Rutter hag not unfrequently been over-
salted to adad to its weight and the wat-
ery clement has unot been as effectively
worked out of it ag was formerly the
case,  And yeito in view of these things,
we still hear  the  announcement fres
quently made that a dollar will at the
present time go much farther than it
used to go.  Tanwer prices having come
apparently to <tay, the man who has
heeu  compelled to work for  reduced
wazes, finds that the storekeepers with
whom  he deals, although they have
nominally met the ent in many branches
of occupation have more than compen-
sated themselves by supplying poods of
inferior quality,

EDITORTAL COMMENT.

An anthentie table has recently been
published showing the range of priees
during five years for 110 of the staple
praduets of the United States. It devel-
aps the fact that during the period nam-
ed the only article which reached its
lowes: poitt in the year 1892 was pe-
trolewm, whiie  in 18932 eight articles
reached the lowest point. In 18MM and
1895 more than 100 articles touched
“rack hottom,” and of thix nnmber over
one-half are credited to the year 1895,

The other day Mr. Justice Drake de-
livered judiment in the case of Duns-
muir & Sons and other secured credit-
ors ve. the Vietoria BElectrie Railway
and Eleetrie Lighting Company.  This
is 0 case of materinl coneern. particulars
Iy to the unsecured creditors,  In June
Inst Mr. Justice Walkem appointed
Megsrs, Croft and MeKilligan receivers
of the campany. They, however, were
digeltarged by Judge Drake the other
day in erder to permit the trastees for
the debenture holders to take possession
of the property under the mortizage sc-
curity of September, 18, Mr. MeKilli-
xan being appointed a new and sole re-
ceiver. This, as  we understand it,
wipes out the unsecured creditors, the
Messrs. Dunsmir  having pooled with
the bond holders.

A earrespondent. “Sharcholder,” of the
Vancouver World  complains thar al-
thouzh, as per advertisement, the annual
zeneral meeting of the shareholders of the
Okanagan Land aud Development Com-
pany, limited, should have beent hekd an
the 141h inst. when he went to the place
appointid e waz informed by the see-

retary that there wonld be no meeting,

none of the divectors being present, e
appenrs to think that there is **a nigger
in the fenee,” no attempt having bheen
made to furnizh the annual sintement
of the company's afinirs as provided by
law, It is claimed that the direetors
have no right to coutinue in oftice, their
term having expired, and that many of
the sharcholders are more largely inter-
ested in the company from a peeuniary
point of view than the directors, who
have treated them so contemptuonsly.

Mr, Justice Bain, of Winnipeg, a2 fow
duys since rendered  judgment in the
case of the Commercial Tank of Mani-
tobit calling on the sharcholders of thae
institution for the remaining fifty per
cent. of the double liability which they
are under.  Ylis Ilonor said that unless
this were paid it appeared {o him to be
fipossible (o puy the claims against the
bank in full within a reasonable time.
There arve still due $241.576.00 of debts,
although  labilities to the amount of
§1.130,349.89 have bheen paid. It is com-
plained. however, that the expenses ofr
winding up have heen too great.  Says
the Winnipeg Commercial:  “The  ox-
penses do seem out of proportion to the
amount  involved. About 10500 for
salaries, §8640  for legal fees, and a
salary of £6,000 per year for the man-
aging liquidator, with the advisory ligui-
dators at $LG00 per year cich, does
seom like going it rather steep for wind-
ing up a little loeal financial institution
like the Commercial Bank. There are
many men on half the salary who have
the management of more important in-
terests.”

The proposition to establish a cream-
ery in the distriet is making headway
and at a meeting to be held at the
Royal Oak on Saturday ufternoon next
it subseription list will he placed Lefore
the farmers.

The wreek of the Jancet Cowan, and
the long uncertziuty s to the fate of
the Strathneris and the Miowera render
it necessary that the department of ma-
ritte showld do wmmch imore than they
have hitherto done for the safeguarding
of vessels on the British Columbin coast
and we tenst that ITon. Mr. Prier will
la  the facts before his collcagues in
siich 1 mauner us shall ensure prompt
action Jdespite the other important masz-
ters with which the government has to
deal.

Mr. Davies fAlberta) wants the gov-
crnment to give a bonus on butter ex-
ported and an increase of duty on bLut-
ter imported, <0 as to enable the Terr-
torial farmers to compete with the Aus-
tmalian product in the British Columlin
market.  \Why, it will be asked, if this
he the feeling, shonld the Dominion sub-
sidize a line of steamers to bring in Col-
onial products and at the same time
try to shut them out by imposing extra
duties?
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