
3MACAULAY, TIIE ESSAYIST.
Theo miot notecî féaturro in the bis-

tory cf tho litoratureocf' the preont
century, andi thet ivbich dis;itguishies
IL inost clearly froin tho pest, la tho
ability enxplcyed upon the Ro0viewys.
Ailtlîougli sncbi pcriodicals liad been la
éxistenct- befoîe, tbey werc consldered
ms nuero taskwork, but at tho bogie-

ning of this century they began te hu
cheosen ini preference te amy othor
vôbîlcle cf communication, and in tbcm
lWa ppeared some cf the best essaya
6f tho ablost prose-writers ln the Ian-
gudgo. The "Edinbitrgh» ývas started
in 1802, ivtiî a more brilliant staff
cf contributors, tian bas ever boon
broughit te the support cf any pericd
bcal, and irnmedintely teck a rnnk
neyer hefcro ccncodcd te amy. Able
papers ni science, bistory, and politi-
cal eeencmy, as WclI as the more cnit-
ldism of literary efforts,,were contaied
la it, and discussion cf a mest vlgcr-
eus kind, and on almest overy con-
ceivahie subjeet, arose in cnsequonce.
it rulod the tastes cf tho ronding- pub-
lie, and nttenipted aIse te direct their
pahitical prclivities This gave risc
te the "Qna-rterly," in 1809; since
whicèh timo others have sprung lip,
representing particular parties ln poli-
tics and religion. Althoiugl vuiet
ffisses of knowledge have beeun col-
lected, elequent disquisîtions set forth,
aud muehl energetie thought displayed,
the authors most freqtîently weru un-
kaown, seeming to disdain îîctoriety;
and it la only after mnny years have
elapscd tbat the publie have heconue
awaro te wbhon thcy worc indehtcd fer
tho masterly effusions, wihile tho wvmiters
cf somo cf even tho beat papers are
ferever merely te ho gueesed nt. The
subjeet-3 ihich bave heen mont freely
discussed in the lievie-%v, and whilîi,
in fluet, are more ahiy liandled ln
theun, than they have ever heen any-
'ahere eisc, are literary erit:icism8, e-
pecially tîmat cf peetry, arnd specula-
*Ion in social nnd political ccneomy.

Thomas Bablington Macaiulay on-
tered tho rankcs cf the groait Whig, the
" Edinburgh,"1 in 18251, and for nimme-
teen ycax's was a contributor, more or
lesssteady; and altlîougb, lie utlived,
and outwritton, iii one sonse, hy one et'
lie cniginators, Hecnry 1rîouglanu. Vet

lie produccd the most Impressive ol<alI
the essaya, wihleh Ibis specîca cf litera-
turo has glven blrth, te. lie opened
with a imper on Milton, showIng ln it
bis lcarning, is tersens of stye> and
bis decidod Wlg,-iam. Historient
subjeetis most frequently employod bis
pen, and whcn enganged upon these,
thiat toeeof style and scarcity of
dcpth and labour, whleh have beent
objctcd te in Itevlow-%Yriting, fund
ne place. Partiianshlp can bo traeed
in altnost ovcry co of thein, but It 'la
shndcd se finely, that iL nover seems
ou g it save fitr lc had a plauslbility
an - a seeîning goncroslty tu thoso
wlio hield viewvs upon Church or Stato
antagenistic te fils own, thiat lio re-
quires tu ho closely watehed, as the
bine sc.ts in against thom s0 tendorly,
and diverges 8o gradualiy, that one la
a3touielled to find ail at once, tinit 'abat,
wa.4 white before, and lind ahl along
znaintained scmothlng cf a ivliitlsh
appearanco, la now of thojettiest blaek,
and that the seintillations of a lighter
cler, whieb fliekered about the ch-

jeet wbilo approaohitig iL, were more
refloctions, as thore la now no trace of
purity wlbatever. Ho arrangod fis
data se mlnutely, drow fils inférences
ivith such decision,1 and displayed his

picturo "vIth snob a llfo-llko and natit-
rai lighlt, that it requires neo men
intellect te ieteet the geie ahading
by whielb ho luis bld thoso faets which1
would bave mihitated against tho gon-
oral colouring, irbilo noe crin puisa
witheut obserNving tho strengly mnarked
ondlines wbich are expeeted te ho
taken ns tho roal and truc picture. To
fils extraordinery power cif inuipresive
ropresentation, hoe addB extensive and
valuablo information nover hofore
equallcd in tlîis uvalk, and with an as-
tonishing facility ho peurs forth the
riclh streaxn, illustrating evory objeet
Ccntempiated. In ths criticism of
poetry, hoivover, hoe showed te pour
adventage heside the ab o ditor. Ho
did nlot possess that lie, n and pure
appreciatien cf pootical - -J1, whieh;
distiîîguisbied that great critie, but
usoed poetsa nd thecir wcrks uS a tùûcre
foothold for specuintions on man and
niamiers; se bis curions dissertation%
do lit.tk e MI ilt.le %veowlîi Joilev


