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then that the physician be not allowed to prescribe more than six ours
or at most eiglit ounces of liquor. Sinee this epidemie of influenza
requests for prescriptions for a bottie have been more than ever a ni
ance. 1 would like to point out to the powers that regulate sueli matt<
that the physician is often persuaded to prescribe a quart or an origi
sealed bottie in place of a smaller amount, because the publie genern
is suspicions of the quality of liquor purchased in other than origi
sea led bottles and moreover they are asked a price for six or eight ousi
that would almost buy a full bottie. The natural feeling of everyoni
one of resentment at being " done, " and when they are charged 75 ce
for six ounces of liquor and $1.25 for more than five times that quant
iu a sealed bottie they feel that tliey are being fieeced. So they ask
doctor to please let them have a quart. Now I would like to say ti
The mani who wishes to, use liquor as a beverage would not bother
doetor if he could only get six or eight ounces. So why flot havq
regularly appointed person at the City Hall or elsewhere who would M;
enquiry as to the needs of the case and put in bis hands the respoi
bility of prescribing the larger quantities, and then in case sucli peri
for larger quantity was abused to prosecute the person who had obtal
the permit for a breacli of the Act. The offlcer iii charge would lii-
fromn his files whether the samie person was turning up at three, four
five-day intervals for a supply in which case it would be apparent t
it was belng used as a beverage; wliile, with a physician's prescript
the sanie party iniglit get a prescription from Drs. A, B. C. D. and E
different occasions and keep himself well supplied. My plea along thi
lines is not so mucli pro bono piublico as pro bono self o. 1 don 't like to
botliered and 1 don 't like the responsibility of signîng a document e
taning a clause: "I hereby certify that the amount of liquor her<
prescribed is the minimum quantity necessary for tlie patient for wh
ît Is ordered. " There are cases of chronie hearts wliere a nip of whui
is as efficient to tide over a bad spell as a whip ini the banda of a g
driver iii to get a horse with a load through a mmd hole. To my mý
the whip is not good horse f eed, nor the whisky good heart feed, 1
many other pliysiciaxis' opinion is the contrary. I think that the whuj
has its place in therapeuties as the whip lias in the equipment of a g
teamater. These cases may require only an ounce, but they feel bet
in knowing that the bottle is on the sheif against a time of need. I hý
heard of one physician paying $50 for acting on bis belief that a chro
lheart case was entitled to have a quart in his pantry. Give tlie physjr
the protection lie is entitled to, relieve hlm of a respousibility tliat sho-
neyer have been placed upon him. Let some filing systemi be orgai,


