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quire carefully in such cases for any history of
eruptions o r sore throats, but especially ascertaini
whether there ia- e been any abortions or still-births.
Where the patient conîfesse, that there bas been
chancre, you mnust iot give up the syphilitic hypo-
thesis simply be'cause a nuniber of years have
eapsed with fe'w' or no rec>ognizable symuptois of
constitutional infection ; this i-; a point wnich has
been copiouslv illustratedl in the valuable researches
on syphilitie nlervous diseases genlerally which have
been going on duriig the last twenty yeais. The
line of treatient is quite simple. You adminîister
iodide of potassium in rapidly inrreasing doses till
you reach as niuch as frot sixty to one hundred and
twenty grains of the drug, or eveni much more, iin
aci twenty-four hours. This very rarely fails to

produce a rapid and comtplete cure ; but if it should
prove ingli'ectual you muay resort to the bichloride
ofi mercury, sixty to eiglity inimxus of the liquor
(26 ti l. grain) thrice a day. Very often it will be
advisabile to give cvd-liver vil at the sane tine.

In a few eases of clearly rheumîîatie origin, also,
we get a clear indication for treatient : the use of'
iodide of potassium with aik wiiliusuallv be found
to renmoue the inlfiannato-y enlargeient of the
nerve, anti give speetly relief to the pain. The
prolonged use of Kreuiznach ui Wvotlhall Spa water
is desirable, in order to renlderl the cure tompIl)ete

and peri:lnent.
lin the cases wlhere we have' reiason to believe that

the conjulnictiol of tlie gout, with the neurotic
teiperanuiit is exeieising a pevi niclous inliuence, the
chief practical deduction must be that the patient
slould very seduloui.lv avoid beer and all saccharine
wines, and should be very moderate in his total
allowance of food, especially of meat and other
distinctly nitrogenous foods. The careful and pro-
longed use of Vichy and Neuenahr water may do
great good.

But, after all, the gouty, rhemînatie, or syphilitie
sciaticas formt but a small proportion of the mass of
cases whihb mtîav be encountered in practice. The
important question in, dealing with ordinary sciatica,
is-What aim I to do with a disease which is essen-
tially a neuralgia, but which is influenced by the
special circuinstanttces connuectedt with the anatomical
position and the functions which belong to the
sciatic nerve ?

In dealinîg withî sciatica as a iuralgia pure and
smple, we are fortunately provided witlt mieans
which will giva such inmediate relief as will greatly
solace the patient, and inspire hini with that faith
in lis ultimtate recovery, whith is always so valtable
to the siek, and especially to the nervous sick. I
have already explained how necessary absolitt rest
of the part is, and you will commence your treat-
ment by arranging a proper couch on vnich the
pattent is to lie aill day, and by miaking him untder-
stand that be is not tmerely iever to put his fout to
thie ground (except for absolute necessary purposes),
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but that le should always lie eithter proue on hi
face or (for a few minutte's change) on ti oppos¡e
side to tlat aIl'ected. if he be ut pain at the
moment of your visit, I advise,'ou to give him a
hîypoderit injetion of one-sixtlh of a gmnù of
acetate of morphia on the spot. All this is only
preininary ; it gives you time to look about vouand deliberat'ly select vour line of treatmient.

In dealing with simplt neuralgias there an' fou
possible main 14ssts of remedies--1, constitutiog
which include the r'gulation ol diet and the eniploy.
ment of such ledlivines as are, in fact, ai'pplemîten.
tary ailients 2. the remutoval of obvious sources «
possible irritation 3, the ti stimulant nedi.
ciles ; 4, local applications.

i. As we are not dealing now with gouty sciaica,
wlhat I have to say concerning alimentary treat.
ment is mainly in the direction of insisting on a
very nourishing diet, and especially the use of fats
beginning with creani, and going on to cod-live
oil. To this we may add the use of iron, o
arsenic, or both, iniemic cases.

Dr. Lawson has correctly pointed out that sci.
atica is sometimes connected with an acid dyspepsiâ
and a tendency to pyrosis. I believe that thes
cases are less columon than lie supposes, and that
they are mostly found in those who happen to be
the subjects of gout as well as of sciatica. Atay
rate, wherever such symptoms are found they
should at once be met by the administrationof
effervescing alkalies, with snall doses of quîinia-
say a grain of quinia ;n four ounces of Vichy orof
Apollinaris water three times a day. The quini
is here given simply as a restorer of the digeste
toue, not with the idea of producing a specic
effect upon the neuralgia.

The only cases of sciatica in which quinia i
likely to produce specific effe'cts are those in which
malaria is the exciting cause, and these are (la
England) so rare that I have for practical purposs
disregarded them. It is enougli to say, here, tui
when we do encounter such cases we muwîst tret
them with the saine fuil doses of quinia, admiis-
tered before an expected paroxysm, as ve should
employ in ague itself.

1. The removal of obvious sources of possiMe
irritation refers chiefly to two things. Coldshoud
be guarded against by making the patient Wv1

(niglht and day) a pair of thick flannel drawe5
Intestinal irritation should be guarded against i
thoroughly evacuating the intestines ; it is best l
do this by mreans of a good stimulant entela(0l
ricini, ss ;ol. terebinth. ess gruel, Ojss) thron
high up.

3. 0f the narcotic-stimiulant remedies, m1orph0-
hypodermirally injected; is munch the nost fie

quently useful, though it is scarcely that pac
for the disease which some have represenlted it

be. When I tell you that it can rarely be jud.
ciously onitted in the early treatment of sciati


