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In e% crv case cthi signs sliouid be carefully watched for the necessity
of an operation, as the medical treatment should never be continucd too
long, if the case is flot improving. The first 48 hours is tie period of
clecti on for early operation.

Drs. Howvard A. K-elly and E. Hurdon in their wvork on the vernii-
form appcndix lay clown the miedical trcatnient brieilv in the fo11ou~-

u manner :

The first stelp is to put the patient to bcd and enjoin absolute rest
iii the dorsal position. Therc should be a iigorous regulation of diet,
mnedication and treatment in gene:-al, 'which can be best carried out
under a trained nurse.

Ncxt iii importance to the genera] rest of the body cornes local rest
to the alimcntary tract; and withi this end in viexv ail food should be
withheld. This lessens peristalsis and the riskz of suppuration and
rupture. If there bc undigc,*stcd food in the stomachi, it may be w'aslied
out with normal saline solution. Sips of iced water, cold tea, or hot
water, may bc alloxvcd to allay the thirst or to rinse the mouth.

Ice applied over the riglit iliac fossa is recommended. It should
be put in a rubber bag- iii small pieces and spread out so as to cover the
required area without being too heavy Menthol locally applied wvill
relieve pain, and poultices, sprinklcd with tincture of opium, may be
applied over the abdomen.

"The trcatment of the bowcls constitutes the crux of the subject
to-day." The treatnient by opium and purgatives is reviewcd, and the
authors sum up the matter thus : T1'le opium treatmcnt should be begun
wvith jtust enough to relieve the pain, cither in Aiîe forni of morphine
iiypodermically or ~-to -ý-grain opium by the iiioutlî. This treatment
quiets the l)ow'els and favors the formation of adhcsions. It should bc
kcept up foir several days and until ail symp.toms have subsidcd and
general improvemient lias taken place. "Àftcr complete subsidence
of the symptoms, the bowvcls should be unloaded by small oul enemata,
or 1,y calomel or castor oil given by tlîe .nouth. " The administration
or strong salines or large enemata arc dangerous and should be dis-
continucd. '<Only cnoughl opium should be given to produce quiescence,
the pupils being ,\,atclied. " Too muchi opium obscures the :ymptoms.

<'vithi improvenient, both local and general, sm-all quantities of food
may be given by the niouth, bcgiîîning, witli albumien and water, a little
cold coffee or tea. Smiall nutrient enemata miay be given even in the
midst of the attack, and continued until convalescence."

D5r. William Russell, of flic Royal Infirmary, of Edinburglî, in an
address before the Edinburgh McIdico-CliirLurgical Socicty, after cover-
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