
of tie injection of the sertnii, or, wIere througli ieglect or in-
tention the serumi had not been admiinistered. So remarkable a
fall in the niumber of tle cases was only equalled by the iildntuess
of the attacks in those cases which had received any serum re-
(eently, an(I this vas so m11arke.!d that the ineibers of the liouse
stafil caine to look ipon diphtheria as a trifling.disease, until
brouglt to an appreciation Of the necessity for precautionary
measures by the occasioial severe case tlat would cone to the
outdoor elinie.

'Tliat the 7 or S cases which d'id occur were preventible was
apparent. and as the apparent cause was the failure of the dosage
to iiimunize for threce weeks, the in'tervalt was shortened to two
weeks aid the dosage to 500 or 1.000 imi;its. according to the size
of the child.

During the four years since this change vas instituted there
have only been 19 cases of clinical diphîtieria aiong the chil-
dren. an average of about five a ycar. Of these 1.9 cases, all but
five are explainable by the interval still being too long in special
eases or that the serui was withheld for sonie reason. Examples
of these were the following cases:

Child E. B.. aged 8 years; developed a severe bronchitis and
-was considered so ill that the routine injection was not given:
death on fourthL day: post-mortein and haeteriological examina-
tion shIowed the bronchitis to be due to bac. diphîtheria without
membrane.

Chiid C. D., aged 7: no antitoxin administeecd for thîree weeks:
faneial diphtheria developed: 10.000 uits: recovery.

Child E. S.. aged 8; routine injectien-500 units-17 hours
after redldening of throat with slight membrane: 10.000 units:
recovery.

The five cases unexplainable by the lengtlh of the interval or
the withhiolding of tie routine dosage were laryngeal cases, de-
veloping in the active stage of measles. Four of these died
within twelve hours of the first ascertainable symptomn, in spite
of large single and repeated injections of serni. The fifth case,
seen within one and a hialf hours of the onset of symptons, was
giveu 18.000 units extra.venously and 32.000 subentaneously, re-
covering, only to die of pneuinonia five days later.

Thie failure to recognize this severe and overwlelming tox-
aeiîia in tle earliest stages as due to the diphftheria bacillus was
owing to the fact that no membrane was foried, so that if it had
not been for the flidings microscopie and bacteriological they
wo lid have becn placed in the elass of laryngitis with inspiratory
pnueniaoiii. Tlese cases had received the routine injection of
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