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nary antiseptic dressing is applied. If the glass drainage-tube
acts perfectly, there is no offensive odor to the discharge, and
the temperature does not rise above 1000 ; the tube is in no way
interfered with until the ninth day, when the stitches are re-
moved. If, on the otber hand, the tube does not appear to per-
formn its function satisfactorily, it is manipulated so as to cause
it to drain all parts of the cavity, and warm carbolized water is
freely injected through it every eight hours. On the ninth day,
when the stitches are removed, the tube is removed likewise.

Muscular Action in the Pathology of
Hip Disease.-In the July number of the New York
Medical Journal and Obstetrical Review Dr. A. B. Judson,
Orthopædic Surgeon to the Out-Patient Department of the New
York Hospital, discusses some points in the morbid anatomy of
hip disease, with special reference to the supposed effect of
muscular contraction in promoting the progress of pathological
changes in the articular structures. A careful review of the most
important observations on record leads him to the inference that
the crowding of the articular surfaces together by muscular
action bas no such effect. What mainly points to this inference
is the fact that the primary lesions are not usually to be found
in the superficial structures that enter immediately into the for-
mation of the joint, but rather in the cancellous texture of the,
bones. This conclusion, however, casts no doubt upon the utility
of the extension treatment, but simply leads to this interpretation
of its beneficial action: Aside from the fact that we are com-
pelled, empirically, by reason of its anodyne quality, to use
traction, there is ample rational ground for its use. Traction,
however applied, is unavoidably accompanied by fixation. The
most efficient apparatus for the application of traction is, at the
same time, the most efficient means known to surgery for the
solution of that difficult problem, the immobilization oà the hip.
joint ; and, finally, immobilization is indicated by every feature
of the pathology as revealed in morbid specimens.

Listerism.-Here antiseptic surgery in ilàprotean forms
occupies a prominent position, and in the different hospitals, and
often in the same hospital, one hears the most contradictory


