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PRACTICAL MATTERS.

Rollers and Composition.
There is not a more necessary adjunct to the
art of printing than a good roller, and there is
not an article used in the printing office which
causes more trouble, annoyance and perplexity,
owing to its being so susceptible to atmospheric
changes. It is a trie saying, that *good roll-
ers are half the work ;” and without them the
most elaborate and painstaking pressman, the
finest ink and paper, and the best press cannot
produce satisfaciory results,
In the earlier days of printing, it was a part
of the pressman’s duty to manufacture the vari-
ous devices used for inking the forms, and it
was ever regarded as a disagreeable operation,
from the many failures experienced, no matter
how carefully or skilfully he performed his la-
bor. “The climate, temperature, atmosphere,
etc., had to be consulted, a judicious selection of
materials made, and then the necessary mani-
pulations and proportionings led to experiment-
ings and ‘*doctorings,” exasperating, because
perplexing and unremunerative, Good rollers
were the result of accident rather than rule.
Some pressmen would seldom succeed in pro-
ducing 2 fair article, while a few others, by ana-
lysing cause and effect, and remembering the
tact, quantities and materials which produced
the best results, were comparatively successful
in getting a good article. .
We should here, perhaps, give the old modus
aperandi of making the glue and molasses com-
position, Tbut now-a-days it is getting to be al-
most the universal custom, with country as well
as city printers, to buy the ready-made article,
only requiring to be melted and poured—thus
saving a great deal of trouble and many a
“batch” of spoiled composition.
It is true, the glue and molasses roller as ori-
ginally made is still used to a great extent, par-
ticularly in all new countries, and when properly
made is, for a short time and under favorable
circumstances, the best for almost any descrip-
tion of printing. It is in the main, however,

-

/

Co., Designers, etc. ... 230

oL, Connelly &

Pim—

superseded by the ready-made article, because




