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FATHER ANGELICO OF POLLINA.

BY ARTURO MUSTON, PALERMO, ITALY.

Father Angelico wes born in the year 1866 in Dollina, Sicily, a small
village containing about 3000 inbabitants, in the province of Palermo
and the neighborhood of Cefali, where the celebrated cathedral built by
King Roger in 1145 still attracts admiration for its majestic Norman style
and precious mosaics. Though Pollina is said to stand on the ruins of the
sncient and famous Apollonia, it is at the present time a poor, dirty place,
and its people merely peasants. “ Can any good thing come cut of
Pollina 7

Ginseppe Collosi—the real name of Father Angelico—is the son of a
miller there, and was sent to school, going through the clementary classes
in Pollina. Then he helped his father in country work, but, at the age of
siskeen, his mother, who is a strong Romanist, superioress of a confra-
temity, seot ki to Castelbruno, under the pretext of pursuing his studies
" in the Convent of the Capuchius, but with the real intention of making
him a monk. Giuseppe felt no attraction to the monastic life, and begged
his parents to let him stay at home. But his mother told him, that if he
would not enter an order, his home would be closed against him. On
Bay Sth, 1884, 10 put on the sacred habit as a novice. This was in open
contradiction to the Italian law, which forbids the increuse of monastic
orders. Nioe months after, the chief of police in the place entered the
convent with the gendarmes, to ascertain if there were only students board-
ing there (as the monks said) or real novices. The Fathers tried to evade
tho questions, but, bewng found out, all the novices were sent out. The
Superior, for his false statement and for having no diploma or permission
to teach, was fined 500 francs, with five days® imprisonment. Giuseppe,
much frightened at first, because he expected to be imprisoned also, feit
very bappy when he knew he was free to go home. DBut his mother,
feating that if he once took off the monastic drcss he would nat put it on
again, compelled him to hide himself in the house of a friend, who had a



