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says to His King, ‘* Ask of Me, and I shall give thee the heathen for thine
inheritance and the uttermost parts of the earth for thy possession.’’ That
text has been preached from a great many times as a missionary text, as
though it meant that the whole world is to be converted. But the next
verse adds : ‘“ Thou shalt break them with a rod of iron * thou shalt dash
them in pieces like a potter’s vessel.”” This Psalm is the encouragement
of the Church of God, but not in the direction of the harvests that are to
come from the sowing. There are abundant such encouragements else-
where ; but here the encouragement given is that, although the kings of
the earth conspire and rulers take counsel to obstruct the work of wmissions,
to defeat the plans of the great King Himself, He who has even His ene-
mies as His inheritance, and the hostile territories of conspiring kings with
which to do as IIc wills, shall dash themm in pieces like a potter’s vestel,
and break them with the iron rod of His just rule.

Missionaries of the Cross have scen many such interpositions of God.
We refer again to two as examples of many.

In Turkey, in 1839, at the crisis of missions, the Sultan Mahmoud said,
‘* There shall not a representative of the Christian religion remain in the
empire.” And Dr. Hamlin came into the house to Dr. Goodell, and said,
‘“ Doctor, it is all over with us—we have to leave ; the American Consul
and the British Ambassador both say that 1t is no use to meet, with antag-
onism, this violent and vindictive monarcl..” Dr. Goodell, sitting in his
chair, rocked to and fro with undisturbed serenity. Dr. Hamlin said,
¢ Well, you do not seem to give yourself much anxiety.”> That devout
and godly man looked up to heaven and said, ¢‘ Dr. Hamlin, tke Sultan
of the Uhniverse, in answer to prayer, can cdavuge ihat decree.”” And they
gave themselves to prayer, and the next day the Sultan Mahmoud died, and
the decree has pever since been meutioned, save as a matter of history.
There a ruler conspired against the King of Zion to defeat the plan of evan-
gelizing Iis empire, and to expel His missionarics ; but He stretched forth
His rod of iron and instantly ¢‘ dashed bimin pieces, like a potter’s vessel.”

And in Sjam, in the crisis of missions, in 1851, when another I »stile
king would not even allew the missionaries to get premisesin which to live,
or ground upon which to build, and would scarcely suffer then to obtain a
lodging ; and when they were only waiting for a vessel to bear them away
from the harbor of Bangkok, believing that their work was all in vain ;
meanwhile they cailed upon Almighty God to interpose, and again the King
of Zion stretched forth His rod and smote that monarch, and broke him
likewise in pieces, ‘like a potter’s vessel.” And when his corpse was
borne to burial, the question came up, ‘* Whois to be his successor ¥’ and
again God was besought {0 interpose. The man that was selected was the
only man in the empire that had ever been trained by a Christian mission-
ary. Though not himself a Christian, in studyiyy language and philosophy
and history and political economy with the missionaries, he had imbibed
tolerant sad catholic principles and impulses, and he inaugurated in the
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