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says to lis King, " Ask of Me, and I shahl give thee the heathen for thine
inheritanco and the uttermost parts of the earth for thy possession." That
text bas been prcached from. a great many times as a missionary tcxt, as
tliough it meant that the whole 'world is to ho eonverted. But the next
verso adds "Thou shait break thomn with a rod of iron -thon shait dash
them in pieces like a potter's vessel." This Psalm is the encouragement
of the Churcli of Gody but flot iu the direction of the harvests that are to
corne frorn the sowing. Thero are abundant sucli encouragements cisc-
where ; but liero tho encouragement givon is that, aithougli tho kings of
the carth. conspire and rulors take r:aunsel to obstruot the -work of missions,
to defeat thc plans of the groat Ring Himsolf, He 'who has evon lus eno-
mies as luis inheritance, and the hostile territories of eonspiririg kings wvith
which, to do as lie wills, sliall dash themn lu pieces like a pottor's vcu.-el,
and break them with the iron rod of Ruis just mile.

Missionaries of tho Cross have eon mnany such interpositions of God.
Werefer again to two as examples of inany.

In. Turkey, iu 1839, at the crisis of missions, the Sultan Mahmoud said,
"There shall not a representative of tic Christian religion romain in tlie

empire." And Dr. Hamfin came into tic blouse to Dr. Goodell, and said,
" Doctor, it is ail over with us-Nve have to ]cave ; the American Consul
and the Britishi Ambassador both say that it is no use tu meet, wvith antag-
onism, this violent and vindictive moniarc 1 j'" Dr. Goodeil,- Sitting in bis
chiair, rocked to and fro with undisturbed serenity. Dr. Ilailin said,
"Well, you de net seem te give yourself nxuch anxiety."- That devout

andi godly man looked up te heaven and said, " Dr. llamlin, th/w Sultazn
of tke Universe, in answer te prayer, can c.3a-igq ihat decrec.-" And they
gave tbemselves te prayor, and the niext day thc Sultan Mahmoud died, aud
the dccree has vever since beenj xnontioned, save as a matter of history.
There a ruler conspired against the King of Zion to, defeat the plan of evan-
gelizing Ifls empire, and to expel lis missienaries ; but Ho stretehed forth
luis rod of iron and instantly " dashed bim in picces, like a potters vesse]."-

And iu Siam, in the crisis of missions, in 1851, wvhcn another 1 -:stile
king would not even allew the missionaries to, get promises iu which te Jivo,
or grounid upon 'which to build, aud 'would scarcely suifer thein to obtain a
lodging ; and when they were only wvaitiucr for a vessel te bear tLhem away
from the barbor of Bangkok, bel-ieving that thcir work was al] in vain;
meanwbile they called upon Almighty God to, interpose, ana again tic King
of Zion stretcbed forth lis rod and smote that monarch, ana broke him
]ikewvise in piecos, " like a potter's vesse]." And whcn his corpse was
borne to burin], tlic question carne up, " Who is to bo his successor 1" and
again God was besought 1&0 interpose. Thc nman that was scected was the
only nian lu thc empire that ]2ad ever been trained by a chrietian mission-
ary. Tbough not himself a Cliristiai., in -studyii.g language and philosophy
and history and politicai economy -,ith the missionaries, ho had imbibed
tolerant &ad catholie principles and impulses, ana ho inauguratcd in the


