
IlINTS ON RELIGJOUS EKIUCATION.

inerciful disposi' ion bc' ter than hardncss
o? lieart. The benefits oran early cul-
ture of these moral sentiments arc mats-
ifest froms thie saine reasons that showv
t'ti advantcige oif un early intellectual
exercise. The habit of applying themi
is more reaclily ac'quircd. The opsite

pasosarc more eas;ly correce , aujd
beiag ken, in check by a watcf'uitiss
tixat ixiews O.heir first moveinents witlî
suspicion, tlîeir force aHd activity are
propoitionably wcakened. The wîl
is more els1ly iamcdtlian:heifitllgro%%n
tiger; and maUgtn passions are more
readily t'na efect3vely overriuledi, %vl'hcn
the proper remsedies are applied upon
the first indications thatmnz s hi
existence.

But taie inile ~s one of btill %v*xer coin-
p'chensiveress, and is applicable, under
ail Cle ordinary conditions of society,
to the religious improvemaent, as wcll
as the intellectual, and moral culture o?
xnankind. It is tris-, thtat it is impos-
sible by ny course of' p eviotis disci-
pline, by any hurnan art, spart p'romn and
inrienendent of thpt divi.ie grace wvhich
is thie spec"at girt or tl'e AlrightIly, to
render man a religions biigr in the
highest sense of the termn, a new cre.a-
turc reconcileil to its crea. or, and stib-
ject to the ldngd'om of God; for the ap-
plication of ony systein of sacans that
are merclir nraff and eût« ely destitute
of an et1xil py poive- th'at is superioi
to natture, mi'st terxnuîla'e ini an efrect
that is Isati oialy; whereas religýion Ps

the produc' ion oRFsi ali ch ter, and its
in*.îoduci.ioni into a sta',c Ihiat is beyoxd
the rangre of nuy natural caisse-, thatij,
a spiritual cha'-acter, ana a statc, 1.!îe
subj'ct o? whiclî is enabledl by divine
grace, freecly irnarted -,0 in, Ixot onl-
to re Spect Goa as the great objeet o." ali
Isis wors hip and obedience, but is judiri
aIl. absolved by God fromn the penalty

to %vltilt sin lîad rendcrcd hii alnox-
iotis. It is a character totaBv uniattaini-
able witliout such assistance, anid a
state ini whiclî no one Inay fliid l#is1iiýcll
pdaced but through the' Speciad grmice
and mercy of h:i; Maker. This is cii-
denfly ini accordance with the irliole
tensour of divine revelation. -1By grace
are yc saved, and that not ofyourselves,
it ýs the gift of God." "«No main con
corne unto nie, except the father %%lin

truc that thiere are certain tliings bc-
s"des, wvhcli the attaionent of that
salvation înfoidcd by Christ nnd made
possible to mankind, presupposes, ndc
wliich, therefore, iray be termed neces-
sary to it. flefore Christ canLe receiv-
ed, it is atleastnccessary ththtisxome
should be made known to tis. flefore
lie can be received ini ail bis offices,
soietliing nmust be known o? the work
wvhich lie lias accomplished on our Le-
hall'. For any thing that the wvord o?
God declares, no one can be redeemned
by the blood o? Christ, who knows no-
t hing o? the atoneinent which he has
made. Tiiese are necessary, requisites
but tiiere are other tlings, whicli though
nol. tbsolteely necessarS, are yet in tie
ord*-ntxy course o? divine providence,
and according to 'die iisil nwithod
wvlich, in the infin.e wisdoni of God, is
adoited for the communications o? lits
gr-ace, the ordinnry an' ccedents of Viîe
blessings of salvation. Tiiougl notto
bc understuoodastlic forcrunners of iiese,
blessiîxgs universally, tlîcy are yet to Le
considered and constantly employed as
tuie common ineans o? procuring tliim.
Thîe sun rnay go ten degrecs back to
,-emove the suspicions of a doubting
Hezeclîiah, but the misgivings of others
mnust bc remedied by rnorc ordintry
means. In the same manner somiemay
be violentfly impressed, as it were, into
the kingrdom o? Ileaven, by the rare


