HINTS ON RELIGIOUS EDUCATION.

merciful disposi‘ion beiter than hardness
of heart. The benefits of an carly cul-
ture of these moral sentiments are man-
ifest from the same reasons that show
the advantage of an carly intellectual
exercise. "The habit of applying them
is more readily acquired. The opnosite
passions are more eas’ly correcied, and
being kepi in check by a watchfuluess
that views their first movements with
suspicion, their force ard activity are
proporiionably weakened. The whelp
is more eas'ly iamed thanzhe fullgrown
tiger; and malign passions are more
readily ond effeciively overrvled, when
the proper remedies are applied upon
the first indications that manifest their
existence.

But the rle s one of still wider comn-
p-chensiveress, and is applicable, under
all the ordinery conditions of socievy,
to the religious improveinent, as well
as the intellectual and moral culture of
mankind. It is tru~, that it is impos-
sible by any covrse of p evious disci-
pline, by any human axt, apart from and
independent of that divine grace which
is the special gift of the Almighhy, to
render man a religious being in the
highest sense of the term, a new crea-
ture reconciled o its creaior, and sub-
Ject to the kingdom of God; for the ap-
plication of oany systein of means thet
are merely neivralandeat’ ely destitute
of an avxiliosy powe~ that is superioi
to natere, most {evinina‘e in an effect
that is naivsol only; whereas religion »s
limiird by the above definition, supposes
the production of & character, and its
inizoduction into a state that is beyond
the range of any natural causes, thatis,
a spiritual characier, and a state, the
subjrct of which is enabled by divine
grace, freely imparted 2o him, not onl§
torespect God as the great object of all
his worship and obedience, but is judici-
ally absolved by God from the penalty
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to which sin had rendered him olnox-

ious, Itisa character totaly unattain-
able without such assistance, and a
state in which no one may find limself
placed but through the special grace
and mercy of his Maker. This is cvi-
dently in accordance with the wlole
tenour of divine revelation. ¢ By grace
are yesaved, and that not of yourselves,
it is the gift of God.” ¢“No man can
come unto me, except the father who
Tath sent me, draw him.”  But itisalso
true that there are certain things be-
sides, which the attainment of that
salvation unfolded by Christ and made
possible to mankind, presupposes, and
which, therefore, may be termed neces-
sary to it. Before Christ can be receiv-
ed, it is at least necessary thathis name
should be made known to us. Before
he can be received in all his offices,
something must be known of the work
which he has accomplished on ourbe-
half. Forany thing that the word of
God declares, no one can be redecined
by the blood of Christ, who knows no-
thing of ihe atonement which he has
made. These are necessary, requisites
but thereareother things, which though
not sbsolutely necessary, are yet in the
ordinary course of divine providence,
and according to the usnal method
which, in the infiniie wisdom of God, is
adonted for the communications of his
g-ace, the ordinary anteccdents of the
blessings of salvation. Though notto
beunderstoodasthe forerunnersof these
blessings universally, they are yet to be
considered and constantly employed as
tue common means of procuring them.
The sun may go ten degrees back to
remove the suspicions of a doubting
Hezechiah, but the misgivings of others
must be remedied by more ordinary
means. Inthe same manner some may
be violently impressed, as it were, into

the kingdom of Heaven, by the rare



