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INTERNATIONAL LESSONS.

THE SECURITY OF BELIEVERS.
July 18thl. [Romans viii : 28-88.

Gouprn Txr:—If ('nd be for us, who can bq
agpatust ws § Romans §:

HoMr RRADINGS :—M. Bom :925. T. Rom. 8:
1-1. . Rom. 8: '2-27 "Th, Rom. 8 2890. F. Pa.
91:1-16. 8. Rom.12: 1-21. 8. John10: 22-30.

This great passage of Scripture is pervaded by
that spint of assurance of which Paul wrote,1 Thes.
1-5. We read of the ** agsurance of fuith,” Heb, 10
225 the *‘sssurance of hope,” Heb. 6:11; and in
both these reepects Christian assurance breathes
throughout the verses. V. 28. With assurance of
faith Paul says “ We know that all things work to-
gether for good to them that love God.”” In v.18
he had referred to afflictions of Christinns as **light”?
compared to the coming glory : but tL.re and here
he riges & step higher. Tbey are all rendered blegs-
ings fu theirrosults See Hob 12: 1f,11. If tempted,
watch and pray : and the resistanco of tewptation
wili increase your strongth and trust and joy. If

sm]y tried. cleave the more fully to the Lord, ard
ao nd will come. = Pgahm 119: 57, 7', They rh\\t lovo
od are *“ the cnlled accordmg to his purpose.” Jer.
81: Sand'l John 4°19, Love to God in Christ is one
of the ersential mza.htxes of the Christian spirit, 1
dohn4:8, Vs 29 80, Phese verses set forth the
links of & go-den ohain between the compassionate
and ** eternal N;mrposes of God and the eveﬂnetmg
lory of tbet omed & om he also ealled.”
m.1: Cor. 1: ﬂnl :'5, Ses alechlsm.
“ Bﬂ'eotual calling ” 'l'hoco A called by bis grace.”
cnme 0 “ Qod in Christ -*’ " are justified by faith.”
In that state of pence with God, they become ** con-
formed to the image of hisSon.”’ =" in rxghheousness
and true holiness.” Phil. 1:6, Titus 2: 4. “Them
he also glorified,”” virtually glonﬁod now; and tho
actual _glorification as certain as if accomplizhed.
John .7:42and 19:30. Ifwe would“ givo dxhgeneo
to make our calling and election sure,” 2 Pet. 1
we should seek to be sure that we leve God and nre
beoommg Christ-like. 1 John 5:3, John '4:23 24,
Rom. V. 8L. ** What shall we say? what but
express by our words, our spirit, our hfo. n. gmteful
aoceptance of his meroy? Ps. 116:13 V.
The words ** with him » should be Specmn nohced
If the *‘ unspeaxable gll‘t * of hisown Son be accepnt-

cd. than, “with him,” he will frcely give us all
B8, %are Mat.6:83. Va.33 The words
zt 15"’ in each of the-e verses are in ltahcs—-not be-

ing a traslation of any part of the original, Tboy
had better be left out, the word * wil”” or *‘ shall **
used instead,and tbe whele read interrogatively.
Then the ln.nguago of Paul is clearly soen to be for-
cible. conaclusive,and in the highest degree expresaive
of trinmph of soul Will God that justifictk lay
apything to their charge? Will Chbrist that dxed
and ivtercedes_for them ever condomn themn ? In
v. 35 the word in italics is better introduced.
Ps. 44322, Shall tne troubles endured for Hw anLc
ever be allowed to sepamto from him ;
only cenquerors but enabled to derive bcneﬁtfrom the
wrrfare 5. 88, 39. Neither the fear of death, nor
death 1tsolf. nor life by its trials or allurements nor
of the highest of superhuman opposing powers—
G:12—-nor an oreated b’oiyxg shall separate
&om the love of G hen, how unsp
able the value of an mtercst in tho love of God !
wo would live in that love we must come to Jesus.
John 14:21, Rom. 5:11, Col. 3:3.
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If “God is lovo,” 1 Joha 4

CHRISTIAN 1OVE.
July 20¢h]. {1 Corin, xjii: 1-18,

‘Qo1pEN TExT:—And now abideth Faith. IHope,
Charity, these three § but the greatest of these 18
Charity.~—1 Cor. 13:

Houme RrADiNGs —\I. Matt. 22:34-46. T. Rom.
13:8 14. W. John 13:81-38, Th. 3 John 8:10-2¢,
Y. 1John4:7-21 S.lCor 13:1-13, S.Ps. 183:1-3.

Tho Epistles of Paul are vorv strikjngly character-
ized by odajtation, 1 Cor.9:22. To the Hobrews
he sets forth Christ as greater than Mosesand Aaron
and all the holy angels. Tothe Romabs, who gloried
in power, ho says Rom. 1:16. To the Corinthians,
proud of the so called wisdom of Greecce—of the
* sophoi ’—the wise men, be says 1 Cor. 2:6,7.
But more than that, Christianity, be teaches them,
has a grander element than any mere kcowledge,
viz : charity, or Christian love. *‘Knowledge
puffeth up. but charity buildeth up.” 1 Cor. 8.1
The Gospel is a system of love. It originated i the
love of the Father, is unfolded by the love of the
Son, is applied by ** the love of the Spirit;’’ and, in
souls receiving it, it enkindles and perfects love to
man, love to Christ, love to God in Christ Jcens.
Almsgiving, which is often called * charity,”
only a branch of the tree of which charity is the
root. The word so often translated ‘‘ charity” in
this beautiful chapter means love: and is often so
translated in other parts of the New Testament,
V. L ** Sounding brass”’ a trumpet made of brass.
“Tinkling cymbal,”” made of two hollow pieces of
brass or other substance, to be struck ove against
the other. Psalm 150:5. V. 2, “remove mountains”
a preverbial expression among the Jews, overcoming
great difficulties Zech. 4:7, Matt. 17:20. V. 3
Matt, 6:1, Acts:1. * Though I give my bods”
many Jews bhad a notion that martyrdom would ex-
piate for sin. V. 4. “* Suffereth iong and is kind,”
is forbearing, patient, * envieth not’’ the prosperity
and happiness of others. “V¥aunteth not itself” is
not over bearing, ** is not puffed up,” not self-con-
ceited. Ps.75:6,7. V. 5. * Seekoth not her own,”
is unuselfish,” 1 Cor. 10: 24, Rom. 15:1-8, *'is not
easily provoked” 1 Pet. 3:9, “ thinketh no evil,” is
not suspicious. not inclined to unfavomblo inter-

protation of conduct of others. éoxcoth not
n xmqvxt; 1 82, but “in the trut Jobn,
Bearetb all thmgq 24,2,
V.9. * We know in part.’ 1 Cor. 8: 2 v. 11 Heb. 5
14-14. V.12 “ A glass,” some tramsparent sub:tm 00y
whether glass, stene or other material. V 13 * Now
abideth faith, hope, love : but the grentest of theseis
love,” Itisthe greatest ar a pmrer Fmth is power-
ful. but only as it works by love. G: : opo s
powerful, Rom. 8:24, but only whm al vma hope.
¢ This hope,” 1 John 8:8. But love-it is ‘'the
fulﬁlmgo the law.’ Rom. '8 - "0, it nerves thesoulto
high resolve, o. z. John,- “the women’’—at Calvars.
hen. ]t can overrule tbo 1 ve of life, Phil. 1*
23—“ onsteth out fear,” 1 John 4:8, Tt is the great-
ost, as being God-like. Fmth is gndly but not Rod-
like. Wo do not s «[;cak of lioving anyth ing,
but Lnowmo all t} ings. 'ﬂopo is godly but nat G
like. Ged knows all the future with_ absolute cer
tainty  Butloveia at onco odly and God like, for
tig the greatest, 88 of
}’M to sight, hope

endlerg Juration., Fmth l{;xvcs
or over.

to profession, but love will last



