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THE BLACK FROST.

TiERE was zladness in tho woodland,
Thero wos laug! ter in the vale,
When vester morn's soft breezes
Bore ofd Winter's dying wail,
But tho evergreens loomed darker at the melancholy tale.

All lovely tho cnr* brighten'd
*Neath the sunny April shics,
For her new.born flowers bento'er her
With their meck and dewy cyes,
ilalf in toars, and fwlf in laughter, with a wondering
surprise.

Tho brooklet, deep in shadow
Of the deathless cedar tree,
Leaped wildly on its glad way,
In & frolic ecstacy,
‘With the suqwy orange blossoms falling »n it from the trec.

T%as it dgnced awsy, no longer

By an icy, fetter bound, .

Tﬁmugh the darh and leafy wildwood,

‘Till an open glade it found. .
Life fouowgd in ite footsteps—pretty bnddings nodded

" round. .

The little enow-hirds warbled
To their comrades o’cr the sea,
« Come home and take our places,”
In-tho budding linden-tree, -
For our fncad, Old Wanter, dieth on the violet sprinkled
lca.

OQh, my hcart was full end grateful - ]
Fall of praises as was mect,
When 1 walked on yester-even,
Witha varying step and tleet,

Lest I shoulid crush the flowers that were clinging round

my fect.

In their tear-bedimpled fuces,
In their soft aud starey cyes,
There was <o .cthing pure and holy,
And 1 darcd not sacritice
One life from out their myriads for my own heart’s s agitics.

1 left them in their beanty — L4
Let them live—and let them die—
Where the sportive winds may whisper
Love's untutored lutlaby,
And thar kndred's pertumal petals may o'crshadow
where they lie. .

Another morn hath risen—
Oh, I'm weeping very fore—
Foc my dreams of pester-cven
Were bat deeams, amd avthing more,
PamOld Winter was but slecping, be is ctermer than
before.

He hath wakened in no fury,

In no wind-blact haih he sped,

From our slumbers lighx tr rouse us,

As with omens full of dread : ) .
But in silence aud indarkness wide the ruin he Lath spread.

There is moaning in the woodland,
There is wailing in tho glen,
Deeper, darker, falls the shador,
On the care-worn brows of men.
They are mourming, thoy are mourning, for what cannot
bo agaio.

On the hill-tops, bylth:a road-side,
‘Where my foet wera loth to press,
Lest lom{ dainty Bow’ret’'s hife-blood
Should repay the dear caress. .
¥ seek thend, but no longer smile they, answering my gaze.

I will wander on, still hopiug,

As my foolish longxnﬁ1 suth,

1 have found thesws ! they are {rozen
In the icy clasp of death,

And no perfamed zephyr hovers o'er their last expiring
‘breath.
The leaves hang dry and yellow, .

From the withered orange bough,
Of. the &*.iniug silver blosspras
‘There romains no vestige now.
‘Blsck and shrivelied,
estth below.

'Mid the light that breaketh ronnd me, better thoughts

they lis trampled, on the cold, cold

But with brightening verduro smileth

Pino and cedar everyroens,

* Wo wero scorned but ycater-cvon,

Now wo trinmph ofico uguin, o
Wo the only living creatures pn the desotated pluin.

Ah, T heed them not for gorrow,
For my lheart Is very sad,
Hope denied mo—-pms{)ocu blightod,
Which but yosterday I had—
And my flowers | oh, my flowers—let me weep them—
they aro desd !

Hark ! abovo the swelling tempest,
In tho disappointed heart— ’
*Tis un nngel’s music-whisper—
And tho passion clouds depart :

and feclings start.

Loving Father I—we havo sinned—
Long our erring feet havo trod
In the pathway of transgression,
*I'is Thy mercy’s chastening rod.
Soul, Low down in mock submission, hush iy murmurs

—it iz God.
—Episcopal Recsrdler.

IWeligious sttiaccllany.
AUSTBALASIA.®

Insisting that there was no possible legal ditficul-
ty in the way, the Chief Justice concluded, amidst
warm cheering, by offering his services to prepare a
constitation, and proposing, the following resvlution,
introduciog the exsct words of Bishop Broughion :

++ That, in the opinion,of this meeting, the early
gstablishment of a Synod in this diocese, in which
the clergy and laity shall take part with the Bishop
in the due ordering and manayement of the afiirs
of the Church, is highly desirable ; and that the
adaptation of that measure, sauctioned and aided ty
the Logislature, so far a3 may be neo ssary to give
cffeot to it, ana to the canons, ordinances, and re-
solutions of such Synod, would largely tond to pro-
mote the quiet and jood of the Church, and increase
its usefulness in ibe diocess and throughout the
colony.”

The resolution was second.d by JMr. Blacket,

who declared the speech of the Chief Justice *a
cleacher,” and asked what possible guud can bo
gained by tho Bisbop’s going to Melbourne to seck |
counsel, when he had never condescended to ask it !
in New South Wales ¥—

++ If he had exhausted the advice of his own dio-
cese, and had failed of euccess, it might have been
wise to go to Victoria ; but he has never atiempted
to ascertain whature the wishes of the clergy or Lmy
of wuis diocese.  If ansthing were wanting to prove
the neod of a Syned, it is this meeting. It i3 now
abont five yearssince I was present in this building,
along with the Chief Justice, Mr. Mezculfe, and
others, to discuss this very question—the advisabili-
ty of a Synod. The whole watrer was * ventiluted,’
as they say, at meetings, in all pnisbes, and was
subjected to all sorts of discussion, and the various
meetings were unanimous that a Synod was udvisa
ble. Upon the strength of this expression the old
Bishop went home, and, as we know too well—dicd.
Now, if we had had 2 Syood at that ¥ime, we could
huve chosen our own Bishop. But as it was, the
bishopric of Sydney went a begging all over Eng-
land, Ireland, and clsewhere; and ot last, after
three years or so, the present Bishop arrived. And
what then? Did he prosecute the affair from the
place the old Bishop left it? Not a bit. He simply
did—nothing. He disregarded the opinions of
everybody, until it was impossible to be silect any
more ;*and then he gives us a circular.  In this cir-
cular is the strange part of the whole affair.  The
avowed ohject is to axk our opinion whether it is
better to have a Synod now, or wait until be bas
met the Bishop of Mclbourne. Now, considering
that the Bishop has assumed to himselfl the right to
shelve the whole question for the Iast two years, it
secms strange that he should thus solemnly appeal
to the whole Cburch for permissioa to delay u, few
weeks Jonger.  What information could be expect
to get? The subject was better understood five
years ago thau it is now. Two years have elapeed
and no sigos of life. - Why should we wait iny
ooger.?” . :

(@ Concluded from last, suek.)

The resolution was then put and carried unani-
mously. Mr. M. Metcalfe rose to movo the follow-
ing resolution :——

** That in the opinion of this meeting thero in v
difficulty in the natare of the subject, or likely to
attend the settlement of the principles and details of
the measure, which may not be overcome at an enrly
period by the Lord Bishop, with the assistance of
a committes of tho clergy and laity favoralle to <he
ostablishment of such a Synod.” .

Tho speakor urged that the delay in establishing
the Synod was most uogracious, and that more :9-
spoct ought to have been paid to the memory of
Bishop Broughton than to have set at nought s
long-cherieheg wishes on the aubject : —

** The whole matter was discussed. The discu<-
sions were not done in the dark. All was opun,
and recorded in print.  No ono can pleud ignoian o
of the opinious of tho dincese. Bishop Bronghto.
was a master mind—a wan of wonuerful abilugy. :-
any man was ever able to rule alone and unaid«
that was the man. But he was wwst unxious ¢ .
Synod—he feit, and expressed strungly his teetng
of bis inability 1o manage the whole concerns of the
Diocese. There is, no doabt, a lamentable want «t
interest in Church mattcrs. and this makes the ne-
ceayity of exertion more evident. The Biskop bus
said a good deal aboat the Cbureh Booiety in bis
ciropiar, apd it must be admitted that this Society
has done something  But it must be remembered
that, after all, it it a mere machine for raising money
—and, overy system must have something of this
kind—but the Church Society fails from baving no

roper method of distributing the funds they eol-
ected. Another reason for the immediate establish-
ment of a Synod is the queslion of patronsge. Mere
partisanghip may be.so effectually oxeroised as to
deprive parishes of the ministry they approve and
desire. The late Bishop Broughton was even-
hunded  He respected every man cqually, and was
willing to give all men their rights. 1 am sorry
say thut from my observation this is mot the case
now. It is high time to alter th® system of patron-
age altogether.”

Mr. Lavers, in seconding the Resviution, urgul
that thé Synod was o legacy bequenbed by Bishop
Broughton, and Bishop Buker, u» his ecclosiastivul
cxecutor, ought to have handed it over before this.
‘I'he resolution was then put and cerried unanimous-
ly, and the meeting was wound up by some furthe
cbgervatiang from the chairman, staing his own
view, The Rev. Canon Walsh suid :—

" *lna private cow.nunication to the Bishap 1
have already expressed my satisfaction in the tempe-
rate aud coociliatory tone of his circular, but ut the
same time 1 cannot conceal ny regret that he has
not explained tho nature of those important differ-
ences of opinion among the senior inembers of the
clerical bedy to which the citeular alludes.  “T'he
Bishop rcems to fear the publicity of discussion on
these topies. It is here that wo all join issuc witn
b a, and ask, if co:nmanications on these questivns
are made to any, why are they not extended to all?
Surcly we all feel an equal interest in a matter of
the highest importance to the welfare of our Churckh.
Why wmay we not all have an opportunity of calm
and friendly discussion, and mutual interchange of
opinions?  Neither do I see why the opportunity
should not be offered to the lay members of our
Charch—I do not see why those whe take such an
active interest in her welfare, and 8o freely contri-
bute of their substanco to ber suppnrt, should be
overlooked or disregarded in her councils. I have
no_disposition to barry the Bishop on to any rash
and basty measures, but I do complain that he pro-
poacs no definite plag, but only asks whether we
shall begin to consider the subject or not. As, how-
ever, this is really the only point broaught befure us,
we must deal with it as we find it. His lordship
expresses a desire to vicit Melbourne in the spring,
and take counscl with tbe Bisbop of that djocess —
As be gives his reason for doing@, L am_ dirposerd
to aceede to his proposal ® that it may nnt be said
hereafter that ‘we placed obstacles in the way, ua
might be the case should any fature difficaltics
atiee; and his journey 'be now prevented. On’thia
ground only can I see'any reascn: fof nct ‘Gbjeeting
to the pro visit to Melbourne, for I accept alt
that bis Honor :the . Chief” Justice hias“seid “on"this -




