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this hour eeem to require 50 personal a dis.
course this morning; bat I must hide be.
hind the exampls of the great Apoistle who
gave me my text.  Because he reviewed his
ministey among his spiritusl children cf
Thessalonica, I'may be allowed to review
my own, Loo, standing here this morning un-
der such peculiar circumstances.  ‘These
thirty years have been to me yc'rs of un-
bounded joy. Sorrows I huve had, when
death paid four visits to iny house ; but tho
sorrow taught sympathy with the grief of
others. Sins I hive committed—too many
of them ; your patient love has never cast o
stone. ‘I'he faults of my ministry have been
my own. The successes of my ministry have
been largely due, under God, to your co op-
cration, and above all, to the amazing grod-
ness of our Heavenly Father. Looking my
long pastorate squarely in the fuce, I think
I cun honestly say thav I have been no man's
man. Ihave never courted the rich, nor
willfully neglected the poor. I have never
blunted the sword of the Spirit, lest it should
cut your consciences, or concealed a truth
that it inight save a soul,

In no large church is there o psrfect com.
munity of tastes as to preaching. I do not
doubt that there are some of you that are
quite ready for the-experiment of & new face
in this pulpit, and perhaps there may be
some who are lusting after the fat quail of
elaborate or philosophic discourse ; for dur-
ing thirty years I have tried to feed you on
nothing but manna. Whatever the ditfer-
enco of taste, you have always stood by me
true as steel.  This has been your spiritnal
home, and you have drunk every Sanday
from your own well, and though the water
of life has not always been passed up to you
in a richly embossed silver cup, it was drawn
up, the undiluted Gospel from the iuspired
fountain head. o hear the truth, heed the
truth, to “‘back” the trutn with prayer and
teil, has been the delight of the stannchest
members of this chureh.

O the children of this church are inexpres-
sibly dear to mo! There are hundreds here
to day that never had any other home, nor
ever knew any other pastor. I think I can
say that ‘‘every baptism has baptised us iuto
closer fellowship, every marriage has married
us into closer union, every funeral that bore
away your beloved dead, only bound us more
strongly to the living.” Iivery invitation
‘rom another chur:h—and I have had some
very attractive ones that I never told you
about—every iovitation from another church
has always been promptly declined, for I
long ago determined never to be pastor of
any other than Lafayette-avenue Church.
What is my joy or crown of rejoicing? Are
nol even ye—ye—in the presence of Christ

at His coming? \Why then sunder a tie that
is bound 1o every fibre of my inmost heart?
I will tell you. [ will answer you frankly.
‘There must be no concenlments or false pre-
toxts botween us. In the fiist place, as I
told you two months ago, I have determined
to make wy thiv ioth anniversary the term-
ival point of my present pastorate. I deter-
wined not to outstay my fuilest capacity for
the enormous work demanded hers.  The
oxtent of that demanded work increases
every twelvemonth.  ‘Phe requirements of
preaching twice every Sunday, to visit the
vast pumber of families directly connected
with this church, attending funeral services,
conforring with committees about Christian
work of various kinds, and numbherless other
duties—all theserequirements are prodigious,
Thus fur, by the divine help, I have earried
that load, = My health to-day is as firm as
usual, and I thank God that forces of heart
and brain as He has given to me, are un-
abated, The chronic catarrh that long ago
muffled my ears to many o strain of sweet
music. has never made me too deaf to hear
the sweet aecents of your love. But I under-
stand my counstitution well envugh, to know
that I could not carry the undivided luad of

this great chureh a ureat while lunger, with.

out the risk of breaking down ; and there
must be no risk run with_yoa or with my-
self. T also desire to assist you in transfer-
ving this magnificent vessel to the next pilot
whom God shall appoint, and I wish to
transfer it while it is well-manned, well-
equipped, and on the clear sen of an unbrok-
en tintncial and spiritual prosperity. N o
man shall ever say that I so far presumed on
the genevous kindness of this dear church, ag
to lger kee uutil I had outlived my use-
fulness. ot

For these reacons I precent to-day my re.
signation of this sacred, precious charge, Tt
is my honest desire and purpose that this
day must terminate my preseut pistorate,
For presenting this resignation I alone am
responsible befare God, before this chzrch
aud before the world.  When vou shall have
accepted my resignation the whole responsi-
bility for the welfare of this beloved church
will rest on your shoulders—nat on mine.
My earnest prayer is that you may soon be
directed to the right man to be your minis.
ter, to one who shall unite all hearts aud all
hands and carry forward the high and holy
mission to which God has called you. He
will find in me not 2 jealous eritic, buta hearty
ally in everything that he may regard for the
welfare of this church. As for myself, I do
not purpose to sit down on the veranda and
watch the sun of life wheel downward in the
West. The labors of the pen and of a minis-

try at large will affard me no lack of em- .
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