Labor Parlinment of Catindit,

The sevonteenth annual meeting of
the Trades and Labor Congress of
Canada will be held in Brantford, On-
tirlo, commencing on ‘Tuesday, Sep-
tomher 17, All labor organizations
in the Dominlon have been invited to
sond representatives,

A celrenlar has been sent out from
Ottana to the oilicers and members of
trados counctlx, trades untons, distiiet
and Jocal aszzemblies of the Knlghty of
Labor, atnd federal unions throughout
the Domlnton of Canada, It Is signed
by the following stiicers of she con-
gresy s Ralph Smith, M, P., president,
Nanatio, B, C., John A, PMett, vice-
president, Hamilton, Ont., P, M, Drap-
cr, secretary-treasurer.  ‘The clrcular
states that the basis of represeikation
will be as follows : Trades untons,
local assemblies of the Knlghts of
Labar and federal unlons will be al-
Lwed one delegate for each one hune
dred members or under, and one for
each additional one hundred or ma-
Jorlty fractlon thereof; trades coun-
cils, central labor unions, natlonal
trades unlons and distriet assembiles
of the Knights of Labor, thre2 dele-

gates each. Two or 1more trades
undons or Jocal assemblles of the
Knights of L.abor, whose aggregate

membership docs not exceed 150, may
unlte to send one delegate, N9 proxy
representative will be allowed, and all
dlegates musk be members of the bod.
fes they tepresent (except in the case
of Yodies compozed of delegates from
local organlzations), at least six
months prior to and at the time of
eleetlon, but unfons or assemblies car.
combine to send one representative
who {s a membder of one of such un-
fons or uSsemblies,

The oxpenses of the congress are to
be met by a per capita assessment on
the membership of the organizations
represented at ts sessions, and such
osher organizations as may signity
thelr willingness to contribute to its
funds,

‘The clrcular requests that dn order
that the wisdom of bodles which,
through any cause, may be unrepre-
sonted by delegates, may not be Jost
to the congress: such bodles should
forward, by resolution, such views as
they entertain on any particular phase
of labor, or the tenor of any question
which  In thelr judgment  may be
worthy of discussion or actlon by the
congress,

13. C. Salmon Fishermen Strike.

Vancouver, July 8,—The threatened
trouble in conneciion with the salmon
canning industry reached u climax to-
day. ‘“The fishermen and the canners
have been unable to agree upon the
remuneration to ba pald for ¢he form-
er for catrhing fish and as was the
case last year, the fishermen, who are
well organized, have declared a strike.
The Fishermen's union comprises all
the whites and Indians, who, by rea-
son of many years service, have be-
come experts in working tor the fifty
cannerivs operating on the Fraser
river. The canners, unable to come to
terms with the union fishermen, have
arranged to employ Japancse to catch
salmon,

When the Japanese started out to
fish to-day, the uninn men organized a
system to patrol boats and every Jap
found flshing was ordered to desist
and_to return to shore. A number
of Japs resisted this command, and
fights beeween Japanese and  union
mon followed rexiting in five broken
heads for as many Japs. None of. the
latter are fatally Injured, but all are
pretly well battered up. Following
this Incident, the Jups held a mass-
meeting a¢ which 1t was declded that
thelr entire strength should be par-
aded to-night. Consequently twelve
hundred boats, cach containing three
Japs, started simultancously <his
, vvening from the fishing village of

Steveston, fourteen miles from Van-
couver. Twenty-five speclal pollcemen
were sworh In, besides the regular
force at Steveston, but these proved
unable to restrain the union men. The
unfon patrol of 300 boats Is arranging
to follow the Japs at mridnight and
Ith sldes significantly agree that the
matter will be settled before morning.
A1} the Japs are armed and so are the
whites,  There 43 talk of calling out
the miHtia but it is Hkely the troudble
will be settled, whether with or with-
«nt bloodshed, before a military force
catld be got to the scene of trouble.

A strange feature about the strike
I« that there is litcle difference be-
1weent the price offered by the canners
and that gemanded by the fishermen.
~4ght concessions on both sides would
T conolle the opposing forces In the
¢ ntroversy.

THE COMMERCIAL,.

Rossiand Mining News.

Rossland, B. C., July 8.—The output
of ore for the week ending Saturday
night 1s the smallest 1n the records of
the camp for the pust six months and
more, holfdayy and a temporary lay-
off ut several of the big mines reducing
the aggregute to a lttle over 3,000
tons. The fNlgures are: Le Rol, 1,100;
Centre Star, 1,320; wWar Eagle, 610 ;
Iron Mas«, 10U; 1. X, L., 30. Total,
J.110; for the yeur 209,907,

This week the aggregate wlit be
nearer to 10,000 than to last week's
total, all the nlnes belng in full ewing
with the exceptlon of the Le Rol,
which resumed to-day with a tull crew.

The Homestake witl ship the first ear
to-day and the Iron Mask will more
than double last week's output, a
scarchty of cars having prevented this
being done last week.

Bright reports are ¢o hand from the
mines and properties still in the pros-
bect stage. There Is every Indleatlon

of a busy and successtul summer from,

this out,

20,000 Harvest Hands,

The local government and the C. P.
R. are alrcady coHaborating as to the
ways and means of bringing in har-
vest hands from the south, It was
learned Monday that the prospects
for a harvest are so good that about
20,000 hands wil) be required in Mani-
toba and the west this year, An ef-
OOrt 10 secure this npumbor will be
made by the C. P. R. and they will
be advenised for In the east imme-
diately.

M. C. E. McPheronn, of the C. P, R,
speaking of the number o2 'men to be
required In the harvest flelds of the
province this fall, said that at a low
estimate 15,000 men would ba reqaired,
but if the present splend!ld prospects
continued good this number would not
be enough. 'n 1899 the company
brought 10,000 men. It s not lkely

that 1t will be an ecasy matter this’

year to get men from Ontario, as al-
ready this year a large number had
come up amd labor in the east was
very scarce.

Wheat Crops ot Europe.

Lendon, July 8,—~The Mark Lane Ex-
press to-day, In its weekly crop review,
says it {s doubtful it the recent rains
will effect greater “transtormation
scenes” In the wheat crop of England.
It thinks the yield may reach an aver-
age of 28l bushels per acre.

The Express considers that the en-
hanced price 81.d bIg weekly market
Parfs furnish evidence that the }rencn
farmers consider the government estl-
mate as belng quite 10 per cent. oo
high. The agricultural press puts the
yleld at 335,000,000 quarters, 4,000,000
quarters below the government esti-
mate,

Spain Is reaping a magnificent har-
vest, estimated at 12,600,000 quarters.
The Itallan harvest promises to reach
the full average and the Roumanian
harvest Is estimated at 9,000,000 quar-
ters, leaving 3,000,000 avallable for ex-
port,

‘The spring wheat In Russia i3 less
promising. In several provinces, the
winter crop, however, is splendid, ac-
cording to the moderate standard pre-
valling. Thelr rye will make an excel.
lent harvest. The other autumn-sown
crops are all above the average, but
the spring barley and oats are below
par,

The B.C. Sailing Fleet.

A letter to the New York Fur Trade
Review from its special correspondent
at Victoria, 3. C., dated June 13, =ald:

The first schuoner of the Belring
sea gleet Is now in the ofling ready to
leave, She Is the C. D. Rand, and the
Victorla and Zillah Bay are ready to
tow down for the start. All the
schooners are at the various wharves
in the upper harbor loading stores and
equipment, and by Monday quite a
rnumber Wwilt have started for the
“smoky  scas.” There will be two
other schooners than the fleet which
hunted off the British Columbia coast
this spring go to the Behring sea, the
Fawn and the Carrie C. W. All of the
coast fleet, without cxception, will go
to Behring Sea. A Aifficulty has been
encountered in getting seamen for
this ycar, as & heavy salmon run is
expected on the Fraser and most of
¢he scamen are going up to the can-
neries. The Indlans are more Inde-
pendent, €00, and it may be that they
will stand out for more that $3 per
skin paid by eealers.

The fleet of elght schooners hunt-

ing off the Japan coast are having poor
luck, the vessel having the highest
catch at last reports (a letter was re-
cefved dated May 21) having 399
skins: this was the schooner Carlotta
G Cnx  One of the tleet from Japa.
Is now oa her way home from Hako-
date, having left that port for Victor a
on June §. A\ cablegram was recelved
when she left, which for a tlme gave
Joy to the sealers, for, according to
the anner {n which the disputch was
worded, 1t seemed to read that the
Borealls had taken 1,882 skins o the
Japan coast, but this was found tv be
& mistake. She had 1882 skins on
board, but these included her own
catch of of S0 odd and the catches left
by other schooners with the sealing
company‘s agent at MHakodate. In a
letter from the mate of the Boteaus,
he says that not many seals were seen
from the vchooners.

Great Interest is being taken by the
Victorla scalers in the cateh made by
the schooner Edward Roy off Cape
Horn, “The Edward Roy 13 swned by
a number of Victoria scaling men, and
when she was purchased and outfit-
ted at Halifax last year, Capltain Gil-
bert, master of the Director fur many
yeard, was sent across from \lctorni
to take commaand of her; when com-
Ingg around the Horn in 1895 and 184
to Victoria In the Dlrector, Caplain
Gitbert took a number of seals off
the South Amerlcan continent, and it
was due to his report that the crulse
of the IZdward Roy was made, The
schooner took 1,600 skins oft Cape
Horn, Capt. J. W. Pepplt, owaer of
the Umbrina, who went cast last fal)
to buy a secaling schooner off the At.
lantic coast, and who was reported by
a Boston paper to have been robbed
of $4,000, is sald by local sealers to
have a similar venturc as that of the
Bdward Roy in view, and, according
to the bellef of local scalers, there wili
be several vessels outfitted during the
coming season to seal off the rooker-
fes of Cape Horn and Staten's Island.
It Is 2 well known fact that there are
fur seals oftf many points along the
Southern American continent, and
salilng ships coming out 10 Victoriu
from England have on several occas
slons reported seeing large herds off
the River Platte.

Prof. Macoun, who went to the Pri.
bilofs to Investigate the habits of the
seal on behalt of the Canadian gov-
ermment some years ago, Is In Van.
couver, in which city he arrived a
few days ago. During a conversa-
toln regarding sealing, PProf. Macoun
satd that he had¥written to Rudyard
Kiplinm a short time ago, polnting out
how, by @ wonderful coincldence, one
of the fictions of the noted Anglo-
Saxon writer had been horne out by
the fact. In the Jungle Book there is
a pretty tale of “Thc White Seal”
which wandered off from the rookerles
on Otter 1sland, in Behring Sea, to
look for rookeries avhere hunters nev-
er came. During his investigations
Prot. Macoun found onc, and only onc,
family of white scals, and these were
on Otter Island. But onc white seal
{s known to have been taken by the
Victoria sealers, \V. Shlelds, a hunter
of the schooner E. B, Marvin, having
shot one In 1893.

The Torrens System of Regis-
tering Titles.

The difficulties attending the trans-
fer of real cstate from one owner to
another, although much reduced in
the course of the last century, still re-
maing of sufficicnt magnitude and
ocompiication to be obstructive of busi-
ness operations $nvolving dinterests
arising out of the ¢itle to real estate.
1t §s within llving memory that the
transfer of a plot of land, or its use
as securlly for 2 loan, entalled Inves-
tigations as to theyvalldity of the title,
and such an clahorate deed to give ef-
fect to the desired transaction, as
were so exceedingly costly and involv-
ed such prolonged delay as to constl-
tute a very scrious burden on all con-
cemed—except the conveyancer, It
was no uncommon experience for the
expenses of & land purchase, or
lease, or mortgage, to exceed the value
of what was transferred, while costs
ordinarily range from 25 to $0 per
cent. of such velve. In the old Jand
the varictics of title, and of possible
encumbrances upon it, are still more
complicated. Not only has the writ-
ten law to be considered, which only
professional specialists are able to in-
terpret, ‘who constitute a distinet and
very highly pald branch of the legal
fraternity, but there are local usages
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which have the force of taw, some of
which present & curtous study of the
habits and customs prevalomt centur-
fes ago. Thus, for example, in Derby-
shire, & custom exjsts and 18 recug-
nlzed which was established by the
Romansg In regard to the miner's right
of way over another's person's laud to
reach nomine, or 1o 108t . prospective
nine, and a right to occupy without
purchase envugh Jund for the minlng
works. Strangers who bought land In
that country have been startled to
find their flelds or lawns taken for a
roadway vur fur i mining shatt with-
out having any remedy. Other dls-
tricts have very quaint and some most
absurd customs relating <o the owner-
ship and occupation of Jand, which
have come down from the days when
owning land was & rigid class  dis-
tinction that required to be guarded
against deterloration by barriers ob-
structive o transfers of titie. After
land was bought the title was often
encumbered with & nominal s charge
10 avold its passing as freehold. Thus
a plot of land once owned by the ane
cestors of @ prominent banker In this
city was held by them under a remt
of u peppercorn per acre, In Canada
the title In a large number of cases
can be traced to the crown, 8o that a
crown Datent starts the title schedule
and of which it forms an excullent
basis, as it {8 Iindisputable. Trouble,
however, often arises from the area
coaveded In o patent belng divided,
and sub.divided, and mortgaged, or
leased, or sold, or put under some
other obllgations complicating ¢the
title. In Ontario, however, there are
anany thousands of  acres for which
the title deed was drawn, or the mort-
gago covering them, by a school-mas-
ter or storckeeper, or clergyman, or
cven by the owner himself, In num-
berless instances the title deed to 100
or 200 acres of land congists of nothing
more than a copy of i statutory formn
of conveyance, the description belng
expressed through a number of owne-
erships, especially in cities where the
original lots becomes minutely divided,
the title becomes so Intricate as to de-
mand a legal expert to trace the ram-
ftications and *“to Jnake assurances
double sure” that the 4itle 13 sound.
To simplify the work of {nvestigation
and ¢o establish an indisputable basls

eyond which the enquiry need not be
pushed, the Torren's system was de-
vised which is highly favored by pur-
chasers of land, by loan companies,
by insurance companies and investors
in mortgage loans. In ordinary cases
the certificates of one solicitor, which
was given at a previous stage of the
thtle, Is disregarded by a later exam-
fner; by the Torren's system ¢he oer-
tificate of title Is {ssued by some stite
authority which is legally indispul-
able, as, atter the procevdings are com-
plete, the title as registered cannot be
assajled after two years has elapsed
without its being attacked. After that
period the owner of the certificate of
title can rest as securc of its belng
inaltenable from defect in Utle as the
cash in the pocket, or a bond in his
safe. Thus a deed of land with a
Torren's certificate attached can be
deposited as collateral for a loan the
dame as & bend, or scrip, and all sub-
Sequent transfers are slmplified dy the
title passing by a new certificate be-
ing given to replace the old, which is
destroyed when the transfer has been
registered. The system s usually a
voluntary one, but in some coumtries
in the States the Torren’s system of
registering titles is compulsory—Insur-
ance and Finanoe Chronicle.

. MUCH IN LITTLE.

This Is a fairly good old world, so
'tis well not to take it too literally, and
it is as well to wink at its white les.

Fault-finding has §ts root in dislike,
criticism In kindness.

Argumentative victorles always leave
scars behind.

Envy none. Every heart has some
secret chamber of horrors, and those
who seem most gay have often the
grimmest skeleton.

It {s rather a silly notion that men
should be as pure minded as women.
Who goes out into the world i3 bound
to get a little mire upon its mental
garment.

Impuisive women dig pits, into which
they finally fall headiong.

Seraphim cannot abide here. Wherc-
upon it behooves all women, and most
men, to be grateful for decently ami-
ablg dartners,

Many & very feminine body has a
decidedly mascullne mind, and ‘lce
versa, . RS Y |



