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MEETING.

The annual meeting of the Winnipes
foard of trade, which was held on
esday afternoon, was one of the
o3t Interesting gatherings that body
@13 ever held. It was well attended
Wn) the proceedings were marked by
B thorough famillarlty ~with commer-
Risl conditions in  the west, The ad-

Bosether  with  a  report of the
Shher procecdings of the meetlng, 18
[t of Information concerning wwstern
flusiness affairs. His review of the
ciness  situation s aceurate and
MR rough. The report of the council
PRires information as  to the pro-
Recuings of the board for the year. The

EReciion of officers resulted In the sel-

Jiction of Wm. Georgeson for president
nd John Russell for vice-president. It
f not 00 much to say that two more
Bopular nominations could not have
ken made. Both these gentlemen
ve been eminently fitted by & long
d thorough course of buslness ex-
frience In Winnipeg for the offices to
®iich they have been appointed and
Bl no doubt discharge their dutles
ith distinction. DMr. Georgeson has
B2 2 particularly close study of
hme of the commerclal matters with
Btich the board will be called upon to
pal this  year, It was generally
@craited that John Galt, the vice-pre-
ent of Jast year, was not able to ac-
;>r when he was put in nomination
: the office of president, as in the
tural cours: of e¢vents he should
pre succeeded to the office and would
ve filled §2 with honor to both him-
tand the board, but he felt cone
irsd to withdraw, and Mr. George-
f> became then the unanimous chotce
[ theoflice. Seerctary Bell was also
siMousiy reselected to hisoffice and
» board manlfested its appreciation
s work Ly an increase in salary.
Strang  was also re-appointed
gutrer  In adaition to these execu-
e'omcem strong committess have
='0amed to carry out the varlous
divislons of the board's work.

imay aufely be sald  that  the
2aipes bhoard of trade i8S now one
Ge two or three most Important
trelal bodies in Canada and its
X -and Influence are constant-

lacrasing  as the  population
this  country grows. = Dur-

F the Years In which 3t . hys serv-
te business' community of ‘the ‘eity
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and Western Canada generally in the
past {t has been able to do a great
deal towards improving the machinery
of trade and the lot of the trader and
gottler In the 'west, all of which ser-
vice has cost many of {ts members
much valuable time and not a little
money in some cases. In no case yet
where public interests wens concerned
has it spared efther time or money to
accomplish the purpose in hand and
we feel sure that what has been done
in the past {n this respect will be done
again and in even lurger measure in
the future,

The Dominion Parlinment.

‘The Dominlon house of parllament
was formally opened on Thursday. e
speech frum the throne was malnly
wompused of references to Imperial at-
fairs-—a signitlcant reature by the way
Roference was made to further pro-
pused Improvements in the St Laws
rence route A law for the better su-
pervision of the expourt trade in food
products was foreshadowed The
Pacific cable scheme will also come be-
fore the house.

The Bridge of the Tlirce
Americas,

Spanning the neck which separates
the Park Line from the North Bay In

Insurance Notes,

A. Montgomery has accepted the
position of local agent at Manitou for
the Federal Lito Insurance Company.

The North British and DNMercantile
Insurance Co. is applying to parlin-
ment for power to transact accident,
employers® Habilty, burglary and mar-
ine insurance.

There i3 Some talk of a local muatual
fire tnsurance concern being formed by
the retall merchants of Montreal for
the purpose of competing with the
regular compantes which have recently
advanced rates.

The annual gencrai mecting of the
shireholders of the North-West fire
Insurance Company 13 called for
Thursday, the 1ith Inst., ar the head
aflice, 473 Maln street, Winnlpeg, at
3.30 o'clock D m.

T. R. Earl, supc.intendent of agei.
Lles of the Mutuai Life of Canada, who
has been in Winnipeg fur a rew days,
left on ‘Thursday on a trip of tnspec-
tion thro.agh the Northwest Territories
and PBritish Columbia.

The Neepawa Agricultural Soclety
held a meeting on Thursday last for
the purpose of discussing the hail in
surance question. The speakers ex-
pressed themselves as having no con-
fidence in the mutual plan of hayl in-
surance and it was declded to ask the
provinclal government to provide for
compulsory insurance and taxation of
land to raise the necessary revenues.
A resolution was nassed calling on the
government to deal with the question
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The Sisal Industry in the Ba-
hamas,

A recent colonial oflice report (Mis-
cellaneous Series, Nu. 1) contains some
interesting notes un the planung of
the Plta plant, or Agave Sisalana, in
the Bahamas Islands and the extrace
tion and preparatlon of the fibre This
plant is not identical with the Agave
Ixtil, or llenequen, of Yucatan but ap-
pears to be a closely allied spectes. It
18 superiur to the Yucatan piant, and
in the hands of the Bahamas pianters
glves a flbre of superlor quallty and
Slualer juarketable vaiue.  After de-
scribing the propagation of the plant
and ficld cultivation and leaf cutting,
the report deals with the extraction ot
the fibre. The factory contains the
fibie-extracting machine, driven by an
ofl or gas englue, and the press for
hat'ng  ™he machine is placed at one

® *he extrenuities of the building, with
fren communleation to the  outside,
wheire there s & mound ur raised stand
fram which the operator feeds the ma-
chine. a continuous thin  stream of
wiater belng eanductad 0 and thwing
into the machine <o that the fibre is
washed «l-an during the process ot ex-
traction The leaves are carried by
strong ‘grip”’ chains to large srutch-
tng wheels, which have brasgs Kunives
fastened across the periphery, aad
these knives scrape the vegetable mat-
ter from the flbre agalnst brass or
wood curves. At the other end of the
machine, and inside the factory, an
operator IS seated to receive the fibre

Delaware Park 13 the bridge of the and the secretary of the society was as it emerges white and clean; and
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== NEW BRIDGE ON THE APPROACH
PAN-AMERICAN EXPO.SITION L
L COPYRIONT ID00 BY THL DANCAMERICAN CXPCIITION CO - ‘J
Three Americas, a beautiful, substan- instructed to forward copies tev the TYrom thence it is cairied by other

tlal and serviceable structure, which
will be much admired by the Exposi-
tion visitors.

It 1s bullt of white granite and is In
the form of three arches, each repre-
senting one of the Amerlcas. The key-
stone of each arch is covercd with a
characteristic Indian head, males and
females being represented. The arches
are surmounted by a balustrade of
turned granite balusters and heavy
granite coping. Over the central arch
are four pedestals—cne at each corner
—~upon which §t is proposed to place
bronze urns or lamps. On  the tand
abutments are long pedestals.suitable
fo‘r handsome groups of statuary. It
i3: suggested that a group by Karl
Bitter be placed upon one of them
temporarily, during the Pan-American
Exposition next summer.

The total length of the bridge Is 138
feet. Its width over all i8 §5 feet. The
roadway Is 53 feet wide and the foot-
paths—one on cither side—11 feat
wide.

The structure has rusticated Jjoints
and I8 ln cvery other way character{s-
tlc of good bridge constructlon. This
work Is belng done by the City of Buf-
falo, {n anticipation of the visit of mii-
llons of people to the Pan-American
Exposiilon.

In the current nmumber of the Tan-
ada Gazette there appears notices of
applications to be made to Incorporate
22 rallway companies and a dozem
commerclal or financial corporations,
including two banks.

secretaries of other agricultural socie-
tles and ask thelr co-operation.

Dominlon {ncorporation -<vill be ap-
plied for this session by & mutual accl-
dent and sick beneflt soclety under the
name of the Canadian Mutual Ald
Soclety. The_intended objects are to
establish and malntain by means of
assessments on its members a benefit
fund for the rellef of its members in
sickness, disabllity and accldent and
to establish a guarantee fund for the
security of itz members,

A report has been In circulation in
the city this week to the effect that
(ire insurance rates are to be ralscd
on all western business. The agents
of the varlous companles deny having
any knowledge of such intentlon on
the part of thelr companies. An ad-
cance would first come Dbefore the
board of underwriters. It is doubtful
whether the Insuring classes hero
would accept a general advance in in-
surance rateg without making vigorous
cfforts to.secure thelr insurance at the
old rates. It 1s true that the fQire insur-
ance business has not been a very
profitable one In recent years, taking
the whole fleld ¢f operation on this
continent into consideration, but It Is
generally felt that so far as western
Canadlan buslness is concerned there
is no cause for complalnt and for that
reason insurers would not receive an
advance in a very friendly spirit.

The annual meeting ot the Bank of
'.}rovn. Scotla has been called for Feb,

20th.

working hands to the outslde, and is
there hung out to dry {n the sun across
posts and ralls erected for the pur-
pose.  When thoroughly dried, the
fibre 1s brought back to the factory,
and packed In bLales by means of a
press exactly similar to a wool press,
care belng taken to turn in the ends ot
the fibre so as 10 glve a smooth exters
lor surface to the bale when it fs turn-
ed out of the press, Uniformity in
weight {s not attempted: they vary
from 330 pounds to 500 pounds. The
maximum capaeity of the best ma-
chine 1s about one ton of fibre per day.
The follawing 1s a list of the fibre-ex-
tracting machines which are or have
hepn in gener | use Prieto—(A ma-
chine made in Barcelona and in use in
Yucatan): Todd—(An Amerfcan pat-
ent. Several of these machines are
fn use {n the Bahamas; it may be con-
sidered fairly satisfactory. but not so
good as the Villamor, of which patent
there is one In use in the Island of
New Providence); Vilamor~—(A better
machine than the Todd In the amount
of work done, and is not being made
at present. It hag hitherto been uvsed
a great deal in Yucatan); Torveila—
(A machine made by the same Ameri-
can flrm that brought out the Villa-
mor. The Torvella is now replacing
the Villamor machine In Yucatan, and
{3 very highly esteemead there): Steph-
ens or Theband—(This 1s a large_and
expensive American machine) Tt s
reported that a new machine Is com-
Ing out on 2 mew principle. and prod-
ably cheaper.



