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Defertilisation of Russia.

Is the main source of Russia's wealth- -the
fertile black soil—becoming defertilised? Ac.
cording to Count Tolstoi, who is a practical
agriculturist as well as a philanthrophiat, it is.
He avers that within the past 13 ycara several
distcicts in that region have become so poor of
yield that they have been abandoned by their
tillars, who have tried their luck elsowhere.
This view is adopted by Prof. Dokvotshaieff,
in whose opinion the Russian *¢ blacl: loam soil
is undergoing a process of progressive exhaus.
tior. Many sources of moisture are, he main-
tains, drying up and completely disappearing :
others are being choked up. And, worse than
all elee, the fertile surface soil is being swept
away from the steppe with an ever augmenting
force, whereby the arms of rivers, the lakes,
and every species of hollow, ara filling with
sand and other coarse alluvium.” Mr, Abra-
moff, anothor Russian oxgert, expreases mach
the eame opinion. This theice is also handled
in an anonymous articlo in the Edinburgh
Review of January last. The writer’s con.
clusion is that the black or cercal lauds are
perishing through lack of moisture, which he
attributes to ¢ ruthless forest destruction;"
he points out that the belts of trees which have
disappeared 30 rapidly within late yesrs bad
the double function of retainirg moisture and
of screcning the laud from the full severity of
tho ¢ast winds, piercingly cold in winter and
scorchingly hot in summer. These hot winds
are not only capable of withertog the corn in a
fow days, bu% also bring with them sand
storms which *¢ turn fertilo land into permanent
deserts,” Weo are, in fact, invited to beliove
that the corn lauds of South Russia are now
undergoing the samo process which has con-
verted so largo a portion of the once fertile
Central Asia into a desert. In support of this
thesis, the author gives a number of preciso de-
tails concerning the drying up, ia whole or io
part, of some ot the moat important rivers.—
The Miller.

Artificial Eggs.

According to the newspapers a Philadelphian
named (3ross has discovered a process for mak
ing eggs. Ho has worked with models, and the
results, it iseaid, are to. satisfactory that he
will establish a factory in Philadelphia at
once. He claims he can make the eggs for 8
cents per dozen and thoy can be sold for a good
profit at 10 conts all the year round. He
guarantees that they will nover spoil, and,
whether fresh or old, they will always taste
like a new laid egg, and’ will build up as much
tissue in the human frame, if eaten, as the
genuine. Tho only thing Mr. Gross fears is
that as soon as he is launched in the manufaoct
ure of ezgs the farmers will combine and have
a law passed koocking him out, as they have
floored the olcomnargarine men.

The shells aro made out of a paper machine
baked hard and cast in molds the shape of an
cgg. A small hole is left in one end, and
first the white is put in and then the yolk. The
manufacture of the shell is simple enough, but
Mr. Gross declines to tell by what procees or
out of what material he produces the interior of
thee Ho says ho has applied for a patent
and thispart of his invention must remain a
secret until his rights are secured.

Oune defect in tho methed of manufacture
must bo overcome, and My, Gross thinks he
can successfully accomplish the fact in. After
the contents of the egg are put inside, the
difficulty is fo sealit. At present the seal is
casily Lroken, especially if the egg is boiled.
Speaking of the arrangemert inside, Mr. Gross
said that the yoke is %ikely to be in any posi
tion, but under no circumstance will the white
and yolk mix. In some ezggs he had broken
the yolk was found in tho centre, in others it
was in one of the ends,

Mr. Gross claimed for his egg all the virtucs
})ossessed by the real article. It can bo used
or all purposes in cookery. It can bo beaten
like a hens' egg, and assists ip producing
delicious cakes of all kinds. ‘The white may
be used for frosting aund icings, and, lastly, tho
manafactured egg may be served on the table,
It is easily boiled, fried, poached or scrambled.
—Merchants’ Review.

The Advan&a in Sugar,

In referring to the advancing tendency in the
sugar markets recently the Now Orleans Pica-
yaue says, The causes of this general advaace
are the comparative light supplies of sugar in
Europe, and the prospect that the Cuban crop
will fall considerably short of last season. The
main sugar supply of the United States is de-
rived from Cuba, hence the American sugar
market is more p omptly affected by influcnces
operating in Havaua than in any other cause.
It is zaid that the Cuban yield is falling con-
siderably short, and exteusive fires in the caune
fields have furthcr diminished the promise of
the crop. An ecarly commencement of the
<ainy scason is also expected, in which event
the deficit will be increased.

With the prospect of a short sugar crop,
there is reason to expect that the United Statea
will have to dcaw upon Earopean supplics of
beot sugar later in tho scason. This prospect
has &lready assizted in the advance in London,
and should the Cuban shortage turn out as
serious as some fear, a further gelieral advance
in the level of prices may be expected to fol.
ow.

Not only will this improvemont in tho price
of sogar enable tho holders of the remnant of
the last Louisiana sugar crop to realiz: a good

to the Louisana industry.

El;dﬁc on their goods, but it will also stimulate
uisiana planters to excrt themselves to secure
a large yicld for the next ssason. A short
sugar crop in Coba means the practical elimina.
tion of forcign atocks during the late fall
months, when the Lousiana crop is boing mar-
koted, and, consequently, a brisk competition
between refiners and dealers or speculators for
supplies, with cons quent substantial benefits

All accounts respecting tho prospects of the

coming sugar crop are favorable, While the
cold spring has retarded the growth of the
cane, it has had no damaging influence, and
Rlnnwrs gencrally roport a very good stand,

he acreage has generally been increased all
over tho augar belt, and every effort is being
mado to secura o large crop.

How much mafy he Saved by

Discounts ?

. Itis, perhape, of little use toallude to the
importauce of accepting all opportuaities in the
shape of discounts, because when a merchant's
capital is insuflicient, as is the case with too
many retnil merchants, he is lucky if he can
meet his liabilities at the utmost limit of time
which is commonly allowed, Yot it does no
harm to occasionally point out how great a
eaving may be made by tho acceptance of all
discounts ; indeed, much good may thercby re.
sult o the readers of trade papers, constant
dwelling upon the point inducing them to prac.
tise rigid economy, and in every possible way,
push their trade until they are iaa position to
save the discounts, We thereforo reprint she
following illustration from an earlior volume of
the Merchant’s Review. Suppose you have
bought goods to the amount of $500, and tho
terms of the invoice read : 5 off, ten days; 4 off,
thirty days ; 2 off; sixty days. If you pay the
bill within ten days you save $25—5 per ceat,
If you accept the second discount, and pay in
thirty days at 4 per cent, you would be pay-
ing &5 for the uge of $500 for twenty days,
which is at a rate of 25 ceuts a day, or $61.25
a year. Discounts on grocery bills are not
often as liberal as those meationed above, but,
however small, they are certainly worth saving,
if for no other reason than that some competi-
tor may be in a position to accept them, and
watchful to never let the chapce escape. He
can thereforo undersell you, and your cry of
“t cuttor " will lose its force, because his margin
(;5 profit will be as wide as your own.—N.Y.
criew,

Inports of Dairy Products.

An English exchange says:—The British im-
ports of dairy products increase in amount year
by year, and last yeur was paid, according to
the declared value, over £22,000,000 sterling.
Of butter, wereceived 2,183,000 cwt., chiefly
from Denmark and France, and of imitation
butter, or margarine, 1,305,350 cwt., principal-
ly from Hollaud, where it is largely prepared
with animal fat and cottonseed oil. Nearly
13,750,000 sterling was paid for this butterine,
or more {uan one-fourth the sum paid for genu.
ine butter. Of checse, we imported 2,232,814
ewt., half of which came from the Dominion
of Canada. Of condensed or preserved milk we
received 500,000 cwt., for which we paid £930,.
288. Tho import of eggs incrcases enormous-
ly, and excceded last ycar 11,000,000 ¢‘great
hundred,” valued at nearly £3,800,000.

Smut in Wheat.

The followiog remarks were made in a paper
read at a meoting of the Braudon farmers’
institute by S. A, Bedford, of the Manitoba
experimental farm. :—

“Now in regard to quality'! In certein
years the best of management will no$ prevent
frost, but we all know that many a two.horse
farmer undertakes a four horse crop and he is
then surprised that a portion of it is frozen.

There is one source of losa which is completely
under the farmers’ control, that is loss from
smut. Any person who in this enlightesed
age refuses to bluo stone his sced wheat deserves
to loose from ten to twenty cents per bushel,
for he not only risks loss to himself but also
visks injuring the reputation of the wheat of
the province. So far cight te tswits bluestone
have been made on the experimental farm, In
every instance the bluestone has effectually
killed the smut. So that there is no oxcuse for
smutty wheat,”




