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TWO NEW YEARS.
YBAR 1.
IFor the prond Lucifer, and his rebell’ous host,
"'he awful montly of Hell hind yawnod to claim its own,

And tiod 8 great hoart was wad, xad for the many seats
Lwpty about Vs throno.

Ho thought ** sluce lio ny falroat, and y best-beloved,

Hna sinned past afl forgivoness, then annther race

¥wn 1 shael form from nought, and T shall bring them here
To fill oacl vacant place,

Atad T will mould them in mf Ikeneas, and will breathe
My breath fnto thefr veins, that breath, that even when
he flenh decays, it, nn fintmodtal glft, must come

Unto its God agaln,

And £ will make for them n world of fenit, and flow'rs,

Cirand mwonntainous peaks, and vast, myatorjous seas

And T will give thetn beauty, senso, and love, sweet love !
Fadier thau all of these.

AlL nll to be thefe ewn ¢ they shall be kings, freo kings
T'a do what e'er they La: ; only ane shiaple d\ing
T ¢ amu of them the fatthfulioa my Luclfer

Refused unto his King."

Ho willed=in the illimitable spsce beneath

Hi- fee . chnos enpdensed—namd 1o ! to sudden birth

Linerged o small grey ball, which, stooping down, He touched,
And blessed, and called it earth—

vean 1886.

The tiny ball of earth, the fancy of a God,

Grown worn and rugged, old in wisdom and in slas,

>ces o new birthday  for its countless struggling souls
Another year heglns,

Rut the Ommnipotent has veil d s tendor face,

Sad for the foilies of a world, Ho made so falr ; -

Tur death and witkeduzws bavo touched its fairost «cenca,
Aud want, awl grief, aud care.

Aud winn, ambitions, unbelieving, little wan
Holding the wonders of the carth, and alr, and sca
Within his grasp, sneems at tho grander miraclo

Of an oternity—

One, that becauro hie caunot piercs, ho laughs to scorn

This narrow world {s all his narmw mind can esave.

A Goll Whore is He? and a Hoaven, bah ! His feot
Havo strayed acroas 8 grave.

und,

Fongetting that the lowly plot of Churcheyand
hide,

7O
The awiul, wmonld’ring thiug the green kimhy
Must scem a simple, paltey ending unto all
s vanity and prido—

Poor, simple puppet of an fgnorant creed,

Whose nightiest wisdom can ne'er bring tho breath

T'n yon Jead dog, ur seo beyond tho grave, or "scaps
The awiul doom of deatl,

Yet, I can seo a white haired man who binuuiy kueels
Beaide a tomb, and prays the tex2= uod above
‘T'o claim His own, to bear his tired soul to Him

Aud to his spirit, love.

And I can seo a gontle fair-faced mother kneol

P wido her sleeping boy, the whils sho toftly singa

wi Une, who meekly died upon Golgotha's helghts
For human sufferings.

———-—.—‘-.-Q-_.‘  S——
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THE NEW Y’ AR.

It is Janu 1886. Everywhere wo l :ar conversation about tho Now
Year. But has seen it? No ono; li.0 first day only has been scon.
This is but a small portion of tho yoar. Wo may or may not sco the whole
pf it.  “Who can tell?> Tvery day of 188. wo have scon ; but we shall sco
1t no more. Its recorc, not its hours, may yet come Lefore our vision.
Tiue. is rapidly zliding nto the past, but the press  romains untouched. It
never leaves till its succossor appears; then itg s noiselessly, without

. any resistence into the eternity past. \Whal a romarkable river is time!
How gently it flows into tho shoreless ocoan! It has no rapids, no oddies,
though it stums to move faster in December and Januar;”than in other
months  Time never grows old ; it is always now. Wo never saw tho pro-
sent till now. Woe cannot gather up tho moments of tho past, nor can wo
Iay hold upon tho future. No mortal oye ever saw to-morrow ; when it
comes in view,it is no longer to morrow. but lo-day. Wo call time now,
beeause ovory minute, as it passes away, is succeeded by & new one.

Tho year brings other new things as woll as time. We never bofore, in
dating on letters and documents, used tho same figures in the samo order as

. mow.  Only the twa first wo have used without changing all our dava. Iho
others change frequently, as overy year anu decade testify. Theso numerals
of the year, aro suggestive, not only of the flight of time, but also of the
influence of Christianity. Infidels may intollectually ignore the commemo-
rativo facts, at the closo of each year, but in spite of thoir unbelief, their
pous tacitly acknowledgo thom. They may bo unwilling to concede the fact,
but no religion or goverumont, in the past, has devolopod such a civilization
as Christianity has done.

. But what about the year, whose auspicious beginning wo welcome with

Joyous emotions?  Ah ! that 13 a sorious question none can fully enswor.

Future events aro wisely hidden from mortals ; so wnspeak aud think. Cor-

rectly speaking, events, that whick co .cs, cannot bo in tho future, but are
always in the present.  We mny, with certainty, anticipate somo 0CCUTIoncos,

|

} but until they take place, they are only ideas, not realities, Much that we

expoct may not be realized, and moro that wo anticipato not may transpire.
To a largo oxtont, the year will be what human beings make it. ‘Then it will
bo ohsractorized, ¢ in the past, by many imperfections, delinquencies, and

ainful oxporiences. ‘These will bo clossly associated with faithful endeavors,
audablo pursuits, noblo achiovemonts, and allowable enjoyicente.

A wiso appreciation, and improvomont of time, is an im}, riant tlionght
which should influonce every mind, especially the young. This sozecn of
the yoar, in various respects, is favorable to montal cultivation and thr, acqaire-
ment of litorary troasures, A few highly valuo, sud wisely use those
cpportunitios and priviloges, and thus securo usoful trossures of knowludgo.
But multitudes squander in vice, and in the pursuit of baubles, tiose
golden opgortunitios. .

To mako this ono of the best years of lifo on carth should bo tho ambi-
tion of all. To roalizo this, all that is roquired is to give due attention to
tho claims of duty. Thisis a littlo word, but it has a large meaning. It
has 1o past or futuro tonso, but bolongs only to tho prosont. True, itis &
noun, but a verb is understood, genorally active, passive ouly in suﬁ‘;.rm .

There is o diffioulty in finding the path of duty. More know it than
walk in it. It is tho only safe path intho world. The adverb now is
always associated with il, Its roquiroments are nover more than native or
acquired ability may do. . .

I€ tho dutios of January aro neglectod, such, in all probability, will be
thoso of othor months. Nor is duty transferablo ; it cannet be performed
by proxy. As tio close of tho year is especially the time for teview, the
beginning is the time for noble resolve. Reflectior and anticipation both con-
vorgo to tho prosent. Existence is a presont roality, and always will be.
Hours, days, wooks, months, and years, may come and go, but we change not
as regsrds identity, There'aro a good many things in tho universo that
chango ; more that do not. Wo asy that the seasons change, not much, how-
over ; they aro nearly tho samo, year aftor year. There is no doubt about
the changoableness of human nature, and yet it is very much aliko‘all the
world ovor. ‘This yoar will, doubtloss, soo many changes. May thay all bo

for the better. Such will surely be the case, if, as individuals, we atlend to
duty. AvrHa.
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CANADA'S MILITARY STATUS.
No. VL

Whou tho great dobate un the negotiations was going on in the Senate,
Daniol Webstor gave a porspicuous outline of tho soversl avenues of
approach to Canada through American territories. ¢ There aro two old and
woll-known roads to Canada,” ssid tho illustrious stateaman, “one by way
of Lake Champlain and tho Richelicu to Montreal; the other from the
Keonnoboc river to the sources of tho Chaudiers and the du Loup, and so to
Quobec.  East of this there is no practicable communication for troops
betwoon Maine and Canada till we get to the Madawaska, Of one thing I
am ceriain, Lhat the true road to Canada ig by the way of Lake Champlain.
That is tho old path. I take to myself tho credit of having said here, thirty
Years ago, speaking of the mode of treating Canada, that, when an Ameri-
can woodman undertakos to foll a troe he doos not begin by lopping off the
branches, but strikos his axo into the trunk. The trunk, in rolation to
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Canads, is Montreal, and the river St. Lawrence down to Quebec.”” Mr.
Webetor also laid particular stross upon the sirategical value of Rouses
Point, declaring it to be the best mesns of defending both tho ingress into
the lake and the oxit from it, and that on the whole frontier of Now York,
with tho singlo exception of tho narrows below the city, there is not a
point of equal importance.

As at present copstituted the militia of Canada is divided into active and
rosorve forces for both land and marine service. Tho aolive land fores is
composed of :

{a) Corps raised by voluntary enlistnent.

(b) Corps raised by ballot.

{c) Corps composed of men raised by voluuieer onlistment and men
balloted to sorve. The active marine forco, to bo raised in a like manner,
is composed of scamen, sailors, and persons whose usual occupation is
upon any steamer or ssiling craft navigating the watcrs of Canada, Ths
rescrvo, land and marine, cousists of the whole of the men who are not
serving in tho active militia for the time being. Thus it will be observed
that tho entiro malo population is liable to be levied. But Canada's real
rofugs in a storm would be her active militis force, And has she
at this moment ono regiment in a state of organized officiency? One
who would givo a conscientous reply must auswor in tho negative. Geoneral
Luard understood this fully, and was actnally hounded. out of the
Dominion becaueo his pills wero not sugar-coawd. How the Canadian
authorities should sot about roforming their military methods is not the
provinco of the writer to suggest. When one seriously considers the
fragility of tho Canadian alliance, howover, it is little wondor that a
country whose coustitutional frame-work is held together by the most super-
ficia] political solder should bo a stranger to a sound military regime.
Whilo making overy roasonatlo allowanca for the juvenility of the confed-
eration tho most cringing parlisan cannot be so undiscerning as to fail to seo
at a glaco that the country is being ravaged aud consumed by parlismentsrr
chacletans.  Toryism, with all its concomiiants, has firmly implarizd its
banner at the Canadian capital, and with an astute and unscrapulous agent
a8 its champion is rushing the country into bsxkruptey at a galloping specd.
Machiavelian sshoming has failed to provent the exposure of ministerial
mismansgemo'.t in tho several public depsrtments. During the Riel
insurrection the matchloss biunders that woro made in providig supplics




