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B emmamey

WINTER.

Thoudark robed man with solemn pace,
And mauntle muffled round thy face,

Like the dim vision seen by Saul
Upraised by spells from Death’s dark hall ;
Thou sad, small manp,—face thin and old,
Teeth set, and nose pinched biue with cold,—
Ne’er mind ! Thy coat salong and black,
And fisting round thee adl so slack,

Has glorious spangles, and its stars

Are like a conqueror’s fresh from wars,
Who wove it in Tsmé’s aw ful lbom

‘With woof of gory, warp of gloom !
Jove’s planet glitters on thy breast;

The morning stars adorns thy crest,

The waxiuyg .- the waning moon

Clings to th{ turban late or soon ;

Oirons belt is thine—thy thigh

His jewelled sword hangs bﬁghtly by,
The Pleiades seven, Gipsey’s star,
Shineas thy soldier knots afair;

And the great Dog-star, bright, unknown,
Biazes beside thee like a throne.

Tta e fthy cout so Tong and black

S v atd Lbting tound thee slacks
1, vruidered by the Northern Lights
Those silver arrows shot by ‘:rprites.—

Is Wdered by the MitkeyWay .
With awful pearis unknown to-day,
‘Whioh well make up for all the hues
Proud Snmmer brldeiroom-llke may use
Proud Summer with his his roses sheen,
And dress of scarlet, blue and green,
Fioods us with such a sea of light

We miss the faint far dales of Night,

And thoughtless dance, shile he with lute
Begulles us or assists to fraits;

But, like a shade from Spirit-land,

Dim Winter, heckons with his hand—
He beckons; all things davker grow,

Save white churned waves and wreathing snow
Woe pause; a chill creeps through our veiny;
We dare not thank tim for his pains §
We fear to follow, and we creen

To candle light, to eards, to sleep.

Yet when we follow him how deep
The scailet he has got to keep !
How wonderful ! how passing grand !
Tor peering through his storms there stand
The eternal cities of'the sky,
With stars like street-lamps hung on high ;
No angel yet cansum their worth,

- Though angels sang v hen they had;birth,
— Chambers Journat,
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Supposing it to be neutral, it must be re
membered that if purely naval power can
not be entirely relied on for the loeal pro-
tection of our outposts, neither can it be
relied on to prevent the entry into the
Nile of vessels of our evetny, and once there
they would have the whole of our posses-
sions at their mercy, unless we have a force
sufficient to blockade the Rud Sea. Butas
the necessity for the existence of such a
force rests on the possibility of o:r direct
communications being cut somewhere
between the Red Sea and the Enghsh
Channel, it is important to consider how
our fleets in the East could exist, without
adequate means of supply and rapair, inde-
pendent of our home resources.

Such considerations as these point to the
absolute necessity of having a commanding
and strongly defended great naval arsemal

_ in the Eastern hemisphere. Here we might
have ships and stores in reserve; here
should be the.great base.ot haval operationg
in peace and war for all our Eastern flects.
1t is safe to assume that the resources of
Portsmouth, Chatham, and Plymout
would be equal to the task of supplying our
war fleets throught the world at such tima
with ships, stores, und means of repair?
Can we dream of private firms during
maritime war, taking contricts to muiuain,
in  state of affictency, war flcets 6,000 und
4,220 miles off ?

With the development of the resources of
India, Australia, New Zealand, and ahost

of smaller possessions, the necessity for

securing their roads increases, so also
increase the power of providing and sup-
porting adequate means of defence.(a) With
a Russian sea-board on the one hand, and
an American sea board on the other, it can-
not be said that by their remoteness from us
they are removed from danger of attack:
nor must it be forgotten that the very fact
of their distance from us adds to our diffi-
culties in defending them, unless by a
judicious combination of Imperial resources
—to which India should contribute a large

‘| propoition--we render the fleets for their

delence independent to alarge extent of
hoine support. ’

If ravai protection without military pro-
tection be productive of danger to the
Empire, great disaster may also be expected
to result from uttempting to hold distant
possessions by military force, it that force
might be completely isolated and locked
out from its sources of supply and reserves
for want of the naval protection of its com
munication with the Imperial base. 1fit
be asked what we havé done to gu rd
against. the possible isolation of our army in
India? the reply is, we have abolished the
Indian navy and substituted nothing in its
place! (hough India supports the army
necessary fur its safety, it contributes noth-

ing (b) towards a fleet for the protection.

and seeurity of the communications of the
army, without which it cannot exist,

‘I'wo cirtumstlances have lately ocenrred
to threaten our command or this direct
route—the opcning of the Suez Canal, and
the removal of the restrictions placed upon
Russian power in the Buxine, We agreed
to the latter-on moral grounds. Butif on
mor.} grounds we have practically shown
our symnpathy with the desire of, Russia to
accumulate physical force in the Black Ses,
we should extend our sympathy to India
and our Eistern Colonies, aud be careful
it takes. an equally praciical form, by the
creation of & naval arsenal adapted to the
probable requirement of the defence of
tileir cotamuuications: thus balancing the
power of resistance with the increased power
of aggression which our ¢ moral spmpathy’’
has so generously provided.

To attempt to determine the exact site
for such a 1eserve nuaval arsenal for the
Eustern portion of the Empire would be
beyond the scope of this paper, but con-
siderations respecting climate, and its
effects on stores,&c., point to some port of
Australia as best adapted for the purpose.
The strategic importance of Bombuy, how-
ever, cannot be overlooked. It must be
borne in mind that the appliances. such as
docks & machinery for repairs, &c., would be
available for our commercial fleets in peace;
and hence thut Imperiul resources expend-

.ed to provide for the contingency of war,

could not be regarded as money thrown
away in peace.

4th line: To India and the East, and
Australasia, round the Cape, Here the
points are Sierra Leone. Ascension, St, Hel-
ena, Simon’s Bay, the Muuritius and King
George's Sound.

5th line: From Australasia and Vancou-
ver's Island, round Cape Horn. Here we
have Sicrea Lecne, Ascension, the Falkland
Islands, and Sydney. These points are,
however, valueless for the defence of the
line between Vancouver's Islend and Aus-
tralia, but a commanding position for this

(ay Tha tolal value of exports and imports of
Indig, Ceylon, and Australosianisabout four-tifths
f the total value of exports and imports of the

1 Usiited »~intes

(&) 'The contribution of £31,627 per annum from
the Indian Goverament, on account of the ex-
pense of a ticet on Indian séations, 18 practically
nothing,

part of the line has been offered to the
Government—the Fiji Islands. It remains
to be seen whether the Governmant accepts
the offer. It is a position of great impor-
tance from an Imperial strot:gic point of .
view. The Hydrographer of the Admiralty
thus speaks of it: ¢ The Fijis lie nearly in
the direct track from Panama to Sydney,
and if a steamer touched at one end of them
for coal she would only lengthen her voyage
abovt 320 miles, or one day’s run, in a dis -
tance of 8,000 miles, In like manner, in
the voyage from Vuncouver's [sland to Sid-
ney. the touching at Fiji would lengthen the
distance 420 miles in a voyage of 7,000. An
intermediate station between Panama and
Sydney will be most desireable—indeed, if
the proposed mail rout» bha carried .u.. =
indispensable. In the auvu,o statement [
have confined myself to answering ques-
tions referred to me by the Colonial Office;
but, on.looking into the subject, I have
been much struck by the entire want of
Greht Britain of any advanced position in
the Pacific Ocean. We have valuable pos.
sessions on either side, as at Vancouver’s
Island and Sydney, but not an islet ora
rock in the 7,000 miles that separate them.
We have no island on which to place a cal-
ing station, and where we could ensure fresh
supplies.” :

A comparison Letween the value of our
property passing and repassing in the
vicinity of these islinds with that of
other naticns, will show thul we have a
vastly greater interest in maintaining free.
dom of communications in that district than
any other power. It therefore follows that
the military value of the position to any
other muaritime power is greater when
regarded as a means of aggression than as
necessary for purposes of defence. But to
us its possession is vital as a rallylng-point
of defence, though of small value as a base
for offensive operation, On the principle,
therefore, of ‘¢ defence not defiance ''the
military arguments for the annexation of
the Fijis should meet with the approval of
the Government. .

This very hasty sketch of the ground to
be defended must necessarily be subject
to modification and alteration on more ac.
curate and minute survey. It mustbe re-
garded only at present as an attempt to
apply general principles to the Enpire as a
whole.

In the selection of the points the follow.
ing conditions should be fulfilled—I. They
must be in our possession. and an or near
a line of communication. 2. They should
possess natural advantages, such as safe
and commodious shelter for the war and
commercial fleets, easy of access, and cap.
able of defence. 3. They should be as far
as possible the natural rendezvous at all
times of vessels passing and repassing along
the line, and the chief, if not the only,
coaling station of the district they coma-
mand.

'Too much atlention cannot be paid to the
selection of the coaling stalions of the
Empire. They should be under our con-
trol. . Take for example the Weat Indies.
The great goaling station in that djstrict—
St Thomas—is not-in our possession. The
consequence is, that were we engaged in
hostilities in that quarter, a large portion of
our foree-would be necesssrily. employed in
the blockade—so far as our enemy is con-
cerned—of this point, and would be so much
deducted from the force available and re.
quired lor other purposes.

1t is possible at first sight Sierra Leone
and A scension may not appear {0 be of
Imperial yalue, or vo fulfil these ¢onditions,



