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iy casy to stand on nvessei’s deelt,
on a voessol peat and trim,
Aand towatch ths joam fron her fashing
Witk
And Lh:\ ratuhow buhhloes swim *
1t '3 easy onough to cthmb tho mast
Wiicu hashied the bliluw ' war,
And the zepheys play
With the pennlon gny
That floats teom the bighost spar,

'Ils anather thinz In the murley night,
By tha sunky hehitmang's wlare,
Lo cliub aad staad un the digzy height,
When the tempest'sarm s bare;
When the musts are bending lov with tho
straln,
At cae cany o allis riveu,
And the anwry blasg
Goey whirling \u\sl.
Aud tho fiylag clouds of heavea,

*Tir easy enough to bo Lrave and true,
With nothiiug W set us \vront:,

When the skey abwo 1 a cloudless blae,
And the henrt {3 full of songz?

Tis another thitng when the stormy clowu is
Aro darkenlng overbead,

Whon the angel of wrath
Stoops o't our path,

And all above s lead.

Oh!the Chrisialn  who stands thruugh hts
tlery yvouth,
When the Lem{)osl‘s poscer Is strong,
And who wiil nut barter G.ad'« aoty truth
For the proffered hirs of wre.ag;
Qh ! bring nothim, the warrlor n maed,
*Tis a fading wreath, and dim
Earth hasnogemn
For tho bright diadem
That the Lord will give to him,
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2. Tuz Iste or Wicur,

‘The South Ccast of England, in its extent
from the Land's End to Samsgata is certain
ly the most exposed, on account of its
proximity to the French coast; and as tho
Isto of Wight lies in front of this _coast, and
is only separated from the wumland by the
narrow channel of the Solent, this istand
appears to me of such impartance for friend
and foe that I cannot sufticientty recominend
it to attention, and I would wish to see more
done to fortify it than has hitherto been
offacted. TheXolentis toan Engush flect
just what the chaunel near Pola was to tho
Austrian Lefore the batile of Lissa, afford.
inyg good shelter and frecissue, eitlier to-
wards east or west. .

Tha Salent, in fact, is the tiue offensive
basis for Biitish Tarwritime operations 5 but
it would cease to be so from the moment an
cnemy wasin the Islo of Wight. This is niy
reuson for asserting that the defences of this
1sland should Lo further strengthened. Tus
13 the more neceszary becouse¢ an eneiny
lodged thero woull have withan reach of
him, at the short distanco acrass the Solent,
a most desirable picd @ Lerre. 1t might be
alleged that a lnnding at the back of the Isle
of Wignt is dufficult from the nature of the
coast, and that the cnemy, naving no port
there, would not seck to occupy the Isle of
Wight, becwuse tionps once landed could
not be reinforced or rupplied in bad weather
and would even be m danger of slarving.
But mpany  persoas ucquainted with the
locality betieve that 2 landing is perfectiy
possible, the szaoften remaming calm for
days together.  And it would perhaps be to
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the enemy’'s interest to scizo tho Isle of
Wight, with tho objest of diverting the
delender's attention from points of lunding
elsewhere. Inthatcase ho would throw only
a smul number of troops on tho island and
the landing would occupy but a very short
time. ‘T'hoy would thus be little exposed to
danger from a gea getting up during the
operation, and the small number coull

leasily bo provided with food and aramuni

tion. suflicient for a considerable time.

With the enemy in possession of the Isle
of Wight, thereis the striking disadvant-
apgo that tho works whic1 serve to close the
Solent at the Necdles passage and Spithead
ure taken in flank and rear, that the fleet
can no longer use the Solent , and the enlry
into Portsmouth is endangered. Moreover,
w1 order to cheek the further advance of the
invader, itwould bo necessary to concent.
trate a superior force on the English coast,
cut in twonsitisby the deep inlet of Sou-
thampton Water, and an English army ac-
ting elsewhere would be correspondingly
wenkened. I assume here, naturally, that
the enemy has not only infantry, but also
guns on theisland, foritis only with the
shells of these that hecan reach the north
ern shore of the Solent. The island is in fact
L very tenpting object for an enemy ; for it
the landing succeeds, he secures himself s
footing from which he cannot easly ba ex-
pelled, baving the Solent, like a gigantic
wet diteh, in his front, It may be further
said of the Isle of Wight, thatits preserva.
tion is all the more Tmportant in Buglish
interests, inusmuch ss by its means the
disavantages of Portsmouth (the position of
which under modern conditions, is very bad,
are somewhat obviated. Portsmouth, as a
great naval depdt, is far too advanced. In
regard to this question I must recognize the
wisdom of the English Governmentin hav-
ing, as bus been the case quite recently,
paid increased attention to the more secure
position of Chatham, and having made
extensive preparations there for building and
rejairing ships of war.

1 do not propose to enter hera'upon the
question of what further fortifications are
necesssry on the Isle of Wight to prevent
the ecnemy from occupying it, for thisisa
question of detail, the solation of which my
honoured friend Colonel Jervois under-
stands as well at least as I can pretend to.

3. Tue IsLe oF AsoLesey.

No reference is made to this islm:lin the
trealise, possibily for the reason that it lies
on a less exposed side of the country, and
becauso Colonel Jervois, considering the
shortness of the time available to him, did
not wish to bring too many questions under
consitderation, and desired to arrive assoon
as posible at his virtunl object. Perhaps 1
may bo allowed to add something relative to
the Isle of Anglesey.

Althongh I am not of those who belicve
in the probable outbreak of 2 war between
Eagland and the United States., in which
the latter could play so aggressive a partas
to cury tho operations into the mother
country, yet nevertheless one should for
safety's sake accept the supposition that the
Amaiicans, aided by a coalition of Europe .
States, might carry the war to Europe. In
such a case Ireland might become a base of
operations in thoe prosecution of the war,
and considering the small width of tho
Irish Channel, the Isle of Anglescy would
offer the same advantages as the Isle of
Wight, and become a good pied d lerre natur
ally secured from attack from England by
the Menai Straits,

On acloser comparison with 1he Isle of

Wight, Anglesey has tho advantage, being
in possession of a good harbour at tHolyhead
whereby troops could be supplied and rein-
forced whatever tho weather. It appears to
mo very necessary that some special atten.
tion should be paid to its dolences, although
on tho other hand, I must allow that the
Mon si Steaits do not form a rendezvous for
the fleet like the Sulent, neither is thero any
point in the vicinity resembling Portsmouth
in importance. v

1. Inpeaxp,

Coliel Jervois speaks of tho necessily of
leeping o strong force in Lreland in caso of
war. ‘Thoroughly agrecing wilh this view,
I cannot divest myself of the apprehension
that the enemy might succeed in possessing
himself of Iraland ; for, a3 it would be un-
desirable to weaken the army in Great

Britaia tod much, this force in Ireland could
never be very large, and on the coastot
Ireland thers are s number of unfortified
harbours and bays where the enemy could
very easily land,

The possibility of tho loss of tho island
should therefore be held in view, andit
should bo considered what should be
done either to prevent or reguin the island
if lost,

‘The firat end would certainly be obiained
by means of torufications. But even if only
so much were dono #s to pravent enemy'’s
vessels from lying in any harbour, this would
involve theexpeuditure ofa very formidable
sum.

It would be belter {o undertake first what,
would be necessary for effecting the recap-
ture of theislmd  This fuvolves the niemis
of landing an entire army with all its maze-
rial without molestation, of putling itina
position to teke the oftensive immediately
under favourable couditions, and of having
a place of security to tall back upon in the
event of fuilure in the open field. In reply
of the further question, whetherone aro two
points of the coust should be selected for
this purpose, I would certainly say two ; for
advantages not only double, but mamiold,
are to be derived therefiom. Forsuppose
one point of the coast only prepared, should
the encmy tuke position before it with his
entire strengih, it might happen that it
woulll bo nltogether impossible to debouch.
or the prospects of success be very much
diminished.  But if two points of the cowst
are 30 prepared, and the Enalish army lands
at that one where the enemy is not, there is
no obstacle to debouching. And should the
enemy take position before both points, he
has committed the fault of dividing his
strength, and tho English army has good
prospect of beating theenemy in detail. The
existing fortifications of Cork: are not sulii-
cient for such purposes as the above, as thay
ouly sceve to prevent an enemy on tho lee-
ward side fromn forcing s way into the
harber.  Tho existenco, howevor, of these
fortitications and of the harbour establish-
ments, and the geograplical situation of
Cork [arbour, with relerence toa British
fleet stationed on the English coast, and an
army held ready for embarkation, should be
sutlicient to designate this as ono of thy
jrlaces spolien of, whilst the other snould be
in the northorn section of tho castern coast
near Dundalk, if the natural coudiuons are
appropriate. Not at Dublin, certainly, for
this would be too near Cork, and the devel.
opment of the town would be interfered
with, Cork and Dandulk yvould be. so 10
speak, the téles du pont which would facih-
tate the recapturo of Ireland,and would slso
servo forany troops iG retreat upon which
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