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PROFESSOR ROBINSON'S RESIGNATION.
THE resignation of Professor George 1, Robinson will

be laid beforo the Bonrd of Knox College on Tuesduy
next.  The news will eome asa
surprise to the Church, and w ll
he recoived with mueh regret.
During his short tenure of the
professorship D Robinsen has
endeared himself to those who
have come in contact with him,
amd 08 an able tencher nnd tactful
professor, he has taken high rank.
Scholarly and skilful, he has made
. a distinet impression on his class
Pror, Gro, L Romswes, PiD, upd won the esteem and  conti-

=~

dence of the students in a marked degree.  Ho brought the
teacher’s instinet, the student’s habit, the aetivity of youth
and n gentlomanly grace of wanner to bear on his work
with results as satisfactory as they were to be expected,
As a preacher ho has also won golden opinions, and his
withdrawal will remove & pulpit-power from the chwich,
which has Leen as welcome as it has been readily given. .\
reprosentative of the PresnyTiriay REviEw was accorded
an interview by Professor Robinson, from which we aroe
able to give our readers a full statement of what has led to
the professor's resignation.

« T was called,” said Dr. lobinson, “on the snme week
on which I was called to Knox Collewe, two years this
coming June, toan Assistuut Professorship m Mt tormick
Theological Seminary, Chicago, with the promise that after
two yeurs satisfactory triul, 1 would be promoted to the full
professorship with full sulary, the chair being the same as
that now st my disposal.  That call, thouzh it eame on tho
Monday of the same week us that from the Canadian Gen.
eral Asscmbly, it was too late in point of priority for me to
honorably consider it, for 1 had distinctly and explicitly
told the MeCormick authorities, two wonths previously,
thut unless their offer should be made before the 1st of June
of that year, I wonld not have suflicient time to deal with
the offer of the Board of Kuox Colleze, so that that Board
would have an opportunity to act before the meeting of the
General Assembly. 1 therefore came to Torouto, and came
very willingly. having nlways had the desire to teach, and
hero I wish to aay that T have spent at Knox two of the
most delightful sessions in my life; sessions 1 have enjoyed,
in every way, immnensely.

«1n July last,” continued Dr. Robinson, * when in
London. 1 had a letter from Mr. Cyrus H. McCormick, in
which letterhe asked if 1 would be willing to re-open the pro
position of going to McCormick at the endof the second year,
stating also that they could offer e now a full professor-
ship with full salary. This propusition also wcluded n
sccondary proposition that if I could come before the end
of my second year here, 30 much the more would they be
pleased.  The second proposition T declined at once. The
primary proposition 1 discouraged, but ndded the words, 1
really don't know why or what led me to do so, that to go
to them st the end of the second year did not lie outside the
tauge or circle of possibility, but that 1 had no good reason
for Inying down my wark in Toronto, that the work at Kuox
College bad been very satisfactory to wme.

« During summer and autumn I revolved the question
in wy wind, contemplating it from every standpoint, looking
at the relative importance of the two positions— the number
of studeuts in each, the strategic position of McCormick,
cte.. aud 1 have steadily come to the conclusion that in
MeCormick, with its upwards of 150 students, there un-
doubtedly hesa sphere of greater usefulness and possibiility,
and that T honestly aud conscientiously feel to be the con-
trolling wntive in wishing to make the change.

+ As a young wmnn 1 foel that I ought to be willing to ;20
and stand where the secinl currents are against we, und m
Chicago there is n greater need than in Toronto. The chair
there, too, has been vacant for nearly four years  since the
time of Dr. Bissel, They hate had oneassistant ar Associate
Professor but oniy temporarily  Abaut the middle of
December last T wiote to Mr Cyrus H, McCormick, as
prasident of tho Board, giving nm permission to go farward

in prosecuting a enll if they saw fit, ndding that I was still
very eontented inmy work here, and that they could do s
they chose  Inconncction with my  letter the Bowd
wet on the 13th July and pus:ed the followiy resolution :

¢ Resoived @ Ihat the Board hereby expresses
its preference for Res. George L. Robinson, of
Toronto, Canada, for the vaeant chair of Old
Testument Taterature and  Exegisis, nnd its pur-
pose to eleet lnm as Professor in <uad ebairv when
he shall have transferted his Presbyterinn mem-
bership to the Preshyterinn Church in the United
States of Amerien,
Signed, Warnter L. Raskin,
Secretary.”

* Iu addition,” said the professor, ** I received a pri-
vate communiention from Mr, C, 1. McCormick, to the
efleet thut the salnry of # full professor was $3,500, and »
home, aud stating that all moving expenses would Lee de.
frayed.  On the basis of this communication | handed in
wy resignation to Mr. W. Mortimer Clark, M. AL, Q.C., on
Friday of lust week, and in doing so feel that I have Inid
down a most delightful work here in order to take up what
I conccive to be it heavier burden in Chicago,  The year
there is seven wonths instead of six months here, nud the
number of students is more than 130, There are nine
professors and nssaciate professor and lecturers, some of tho
faculty being Dr. Herrick Johnson, Dr. Willis Craig, Dr,
Lenog, De. AL S, Carvier, Dr. Marvquis.  I'he seminary is
endowed with abrut $1,250,000, it 1s a rival with Prince.
ton in point of numbers and importance.”

** Did the McCormick anthorities bring pressure to bear
on you in connection with the vacancy "

*No,” replied Dr. Robison,  they wmerely laid the
case before e, eordially, and ununstakeably in earnest,
but there was uno pressure,  During the summer and
autumn months I earefully considered the oflie without con-
sulting friends, feeling that such a question as 1 had before
me should be solemnly decided and that by myself alone,
1 feel just as sincerely called to Cnieazo as 1 felt called in
1857 to 2o to Beirut. Syria, or in 1893 to wo to Roabury,
Boston, or in 1896 to Knox College, here. My experience
ir these changes has beea rather peculinr in view of the fact
thet 1 do not like the idea of changing, but of settling down
to my hifs work, vut the question s, where shadl 1 put inthe
next years of my life 2 The thoughit has been i my mund
that by refusing to go te Chicago 1 should L yicldmg sel-
fi<hly ta a preference whieh 1 always honestly had, not tw
live in the city of Chicago, rather than following the path
of duty.

1 wish to atlizm with all the honesty of my soul that 1
feel ealled there, and regret severing my connection with
Knox College. My relations here with the faculty and
the students have been such that 1 feel loth to go, and
ware 1t not for the sense of duty 1 wonld not go. Bat 1
am like a soldier sent to auother station by tne Great
Commandcr, and did I not realize this I would not dare
to sivo up my present work.

“My Inst word in going will be that I have been
thoroughly happy hiere and most courtevusly treated by all
my acquamtances i Toroute. My desire and prayer is
that the Board, Alumni aud the Church may soon make a
happy choice for the vacancy which my retirement will
create.”

The last sentence of Professor Robinsons frank and
interesting mterview contains the kernel of the situation
caused by his retivement.  The College Board will have a
ditlicu’t duty before them, more diflicult than it was to fill
the vacaney before Dr. Robinson’s appointment, for his
abihities have set a standard which must at least be
maintained.  But uames ocenr even now which would
adorn the fucalty 101!, and the pradence and good judgment
of the Board may be trustingly depended upon to give wase
direetion as to the decisivn of the Assembly when the
proper time comes.

oo Masy reports of annual mectings of congregations
have had to be held over owing (o pressure on space.
These will appear next week, and until all shall have
been published.



