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THEOLOQY AND THE PULPIT.

For a gonoration pass thoro has been & disposition todisparage
and lsrgely to discard what is called * dootrinal preaching.” The
very word theology in many quartors has boen stigmatized and put
ander the bao, ani mon apd women bave grown up educated to
regard it as entiroly distinot from religion, it not injarlous to it.

Tho unforiunate effect of this Is manifest to-day in more ways
than one. Evan among tho churoh-going publio, and among thoso
classed as intelligent in other lings, oan bo often scen a oradity
and inexpertness in religions thioking whioh is amaziog. Old
errors, revamped and froshly laboled, are taken as improved
modern views. New eorrors, the veriest puerilities, often more
orotohets and distortions in religious speculation, are advooated,
and impressionable people, ‘¢ unekilfol in the world of righteous-
ness,” if not deluded ani led away by them, ara at least unablo to
show where they are wrong. Nogleot of training in the thinge
which “man is to believe conooraing God" has loft many who
bear the namo of Christ in tho *condition of ohildron, tossod to
and fro, snd ocarried aboat with overy wind of dootrine by the
sleight of men and cunniog craftiness.” Oags of the great English
quarterlies onoe remarked that ¢ to disregard doctrine is cither

the work of childishness or senility, of faculties too immature or
too deosying to thing.” And so unconversant aro many to-day in
regard to this that thoy have no other conception of dootrinal
sermons than that they are cithor $ho mero dry bones of theology
and cold didaotios, or elso controvereial and pugnacious $reatisee.
But the question of method and marner in such preaching ie
altogother apart, Sermons on the great themes of theology may
be as much a thing of lifo and glow and tenderoess as those on
subjects of a differont olase.

Let it be remembered, furthor, that if the orthodox pulpit is
neglecting theology, the so-called liberal preachers aro by no
means following our example. Their proaching largely pertains
to tho great quec*ions of religious belief, While not always mak-
ing affirmative statoments of their own oreeds, they are zealously
and pertizacionaly aiming to disoredit the viewa of the evangelical
churches, and they seem animated by a spirit of bitter and nncom-
promising hostility, The divine authority of the Bible; the
Godhood of Jeaus Christ ; the fallen state of man ; the geilt of sin,
and it penalty; the atoning sacrifico on the crose, and the way of
salvation by fsith—these are tho eubjeois on which, or rather
against which, they are constantly preaching. Isitanillustration
of ¢ wiser in their generation than the childzen '* 2—Herald and
Presbyter,

NEVER IN VAIN.

No message ot love to God and man hag ever been in vain; no
love of man or God bhas over periehed from the universe : no life
of love bae ever besa or ever can bo lost. This is tho only infinite
and only eternal message, and this is why the mission and the
meseage ot Jesus of Nazaroth must abide. 'This is thereason thas
the life of Jesus ia eternal, and that all things must be subdued
unto Bim ; for * love never faileth, but whether there bo prophe-
cies, they shall be done away , whother there betongues, they shall
oease; whether there be knowledge it shall be dono away. For we
know in part and we propheoy in part ; but when that which is
perfeot is come, that whioh is in part shall bo done away. * * *
For now I 8eo in & mirror, darkly ; bat then face to face; now I
know in part, but then shall I know even as also I have been
known.ll .o 0

Anud whon a¢ Iast we shall clearly know what now we dimly
ses in Jesus Christ—that ¢ lovo is righteousness in aotion ;” that
meroy 1s ihe neocssary instroment of justico ; that good bas *been
the final goal of ifl;'* acd that through teating innocerce must
have been glonified anto virtne—when wo sball geo tbat God is
Iove and law is Gospel, and sin has been translormed into right-
ecuenets, thon shall we also ce that  thero is one body, and one
Bpirit, ecven as also we wers called in one hope of our calling; one
Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all, who is
over all, and through all, and in all.”

Then shall we gee that ** unto ¢sch one of us was the grace
given according to the moasure of the gilt of Cbrist;” -+ - and
we shall 211 * attain unto the unity of the faith, and of tho know-
1edge of the Bon of God, unto a fall grown map, unto tho moasuro
of the atature of the fulnecss of Christ; " and

¢ Every kindrod, every tribe,
On this terrestrial ball,
To Him all majesty asoribo,
And orown Him Lord of all.”

SOMETHING LIKE PERSEVERANCE.
Perseveranco and industry aro looked upon as excellent
qualiities in thess days, but in the oarly conturies such virtues

wore hy no moans consplouous by their absence, This js amply
proved by the fact that overy copy of a book clirculated prior to
the invention and use of printiug had to be producod by bhand.
writing, Tho monks in their solitary vigils wore as industrious aa
beos in making copios of manuscripts, to those recluscs wo of these
Intter timos owo no mean dobt of gratitudo,

The Biblo was, perhaps, coptod .nore frequently than any othor
work., Tho fourth and iifth covtur es scem to have baen particu-
larly productivo in this respect; r.auy of the most magaificent
spooymons of illuminated manuscripi. wero executed during the
poriod mentioned. A writer of theas manuscript Bibles, it is
rocorded, actually wroto tho ontire Gospels in lotters of gold. 1t
was no uncommon thing for monks to isolate themseclves from the
world and the things thereof and devoto almost the wholo of their
times to this desoription of work, QGuide de Jars', was a producer
of tholo handwritten coples of tho Soripturoes, a beautitul speeimen
of whose work was sold slong with the books of Bir W. Burrell in
1790. ‘This singlo book had occupicd half a century in i1ls produc-
tion, A noto in tho front of tho manusoript, in Jars’ handwriting,
indicates that o bogan his task in 1244, and did not conolude it
till 12941 This stnking and uniquo instance of patience and
steedy plodding should be indeed the writing on the wall for the
inspiration of th.) young of all time.

LOOKS INTO BOOKS.

MAGAZINE ARTICLES YOU SHOULD READ.

¢ The Stability of Truth.” By FEresident D. 8. Jordan, in
* Popular Scionoce Monthly,”

¢ The Famine ip India,” By Bir Edwin Arnold, in ¢ North
Awmerioan Reviow.”

¢ Her Yajosty Queon Viotoria:’ A Study of the Longeet Reign
in Britivh History. By W, T. Stead, in ¢* Thoe Roviow of Reviews,”

* The Banderiom of Hungary.” By Riohard Harding Davis,
in “Boribners.”

“ Nelson at Trafalgar.” By Capt. Alfred T. Maban, in  The
Century.”

‘¢ Astronomioal Progress of ihe Century.” By Heory SBmith
Williams, M, D., in ‘* Harper’s Monthly.”

“ How to Write a Short Story.” A Symposiam. By Roberd
Barr, Harold Frederio, Arthar Morrison and Jane Barlow, in
¢ The Bookman,”

¢ A Marblo City—The Tenneazee Centennial Exposition,” i3y
Charles H. Bsbastian, in ** Tho National Magazine.”

“Rudysrd Ripling as & Poet.” By W. D. Howel], in
¢ McClure's.”

“Tho Blind and Their Achievements.” By Rev. J. 8.
Beymonr, in ** Tho Moethodist Magazine.

The Puip:t 18 a homiletical magszine published in Cleons, Pa.,
at $1.25 a year, which confines iteell to giving cownplete sermons.
The January namber contains fAive, including one by F. B. Meyer,
of London. It aleo contains porsraita and biographioal skeiches
of tho preachers.

Tho Preachers' Magasine for February opens with s sermon
from Dr. Watsun (Ian MaoLaron) on enthusissm. Mark Guy
Pearso oontinnes the ‘“8tory of Gideon,” and the Rev, A, H,
‘Walkor bis exposition on the *¢ Parable of the Bower.” Mr. John
O. Havemeyer vindicates * Lay Preaching,'” and Joseph Parksr
gives a brief sermon for bosy roaders on the ** Three Handa of a
Watch,” The Rov. Montagae Powsll explaine for tha children
the Message of the Charch Steeple.  Wilbur B. Ketohare, 2 Gooper
Union, New York, $1.50 a year.

THE FEDERAL LIFE COMPANY.

Tho fiftcenth annual statement of the Federal Life Assaranoce
Company is printed in another part of this paper, A study of ths
report ehows that the company is doiog a safe, solid and altogether
satisfactory business. Dauriug tho yoar covered by the report
1,496 applications were acoepted for $2,085,050 ; the asssts of ths
company were increased by $107,938,91 doring the year, and now
amount to mors than $§600,000. Daring the year death olaims to
$he amount of $94,620 woroe paid on the lives of thirty-six persons,
When the general dullnees of business during the year is taken
into consideration, the staisment of this company’s operations
roust be considered $o be moat sasisfactory. Il you are concerned
in lifo assurance—and i you are not you shonld be~—~you will do
well 4o read tho report.
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