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Whe @hilbrew's Houy,
The Story of The Pcarl..

ITTLE MARGARET was sitting in the firelight
on_a footstool at her mother's ;

knee. T want t ] Witl P ll'
want to play with gf‘(s.s LH
S

your rings, mother dear,” she
said.

Margaret’s mother 1a$ ,’Evj
quite used to this request, Ny 42
so she slipped her rings one ¥
by one off her slim Vi
fingers, and put
them carefully in
the little girl's pin-
afore. oy

**This one is zspt
to be mine '
when 1T am a %
big girl, isn't NEES
it, mothe rSH ‘% %
dear,” saidY ,fgi,"!ixg %
I\l{arﬁ?t' :z’éq( X
she held up a [P T { B bcauti
pearl circlet. S\:: 7S ] Hful
**Yes, my ) 7
your own,” .',,F\“
mother, * e
is Margaret, *"7 ~'
means ‘apa/ghs PR Y
; pcarl.

mor?c ? i x:]wlt]: J A8 co,st a great deal of

'y ) o er?"Yes,dear,a great
deal.” 1 do ¥ i not kaow how n?uch,
becausc father bought it for me, but pearls are costly.”

** Mother,” broke in Margaret's brother Herbert.
who was lying on the rug, “ what makes precious stones
so precious? 1 mean why are they worth more than
bits of colored glass, which are almost as pretty 2 **

The mother thought for a minute, and then answer-
ed geatly, “ Though I do not quite agree with you,
dear, that colored glass is as pretty as the real stone,
yet there certainly are other reasons beside their beauty
which make these jewels so costly. First their rarity-
I pearls were as plentiful as pebbles they would not
cost so much. Anything becomes costly when it is
difficult and dangerous to get.  You know that unlike
other precious stones, the pearl is brought up from the
bottom of thesca. It is found in the shells of oysters.
in the Indian occan, the Red Sea, and many other
places. The work of diving for the pearl-bearing
oyster is both difficult and dangerous. The divers tic
large stonts to their ankles and throw themselves into
the water. They canngt stay below more than a
minute and a half, and in this way they cut away ten
or twelve oysters from the bank. Then they are pulled
up again to breathe, and other men go down in their
place.  There are often hungry sharks about, of which
the divers are very much afmid.”

"“ Do the cysters make the pearls 3 ** asked Margaret.

Yes, Maggic, they do.  When the water is quict
the oyster will often lic with the valves {the two sides)
of its shell open, and apart from onc another  Butif a
fish swims close by, he, perhaps, dicturbs the water,
which washes up a rrain of sand or a tiny bit of wood
from a wreck, into the eyster’smouth.  Now the oyster
being so soft himself, does not like to be touched by any-
thing rough or hard. \What can it do to get 1id of this
sharp thing which hurts it? 1t has no hands so it
cannot push it away. 1 will tell you what it does. It
coversup the sharp bit of wood 67 sand with a soft white
covenng, very like the material with which it lines its
shell.  Covering after covering is laid on until the hard
rough sand has disappeared, and in its place a smooth
round thing, which it does not hur the oyster to touch,
and which we call a pearl.”

) sy i

\%{ dear, that is to be
answered the

cause your name

2 andMargaret

st 1 should not have thought an oyster would be so
sensible, would you, mother ? " said Herbert ; **oysters
look such stupid things.”

« I suppose it is the instinct which God has given
them, in order that they may protect themselves from
injury,” replied his mother. * 1 think we should be
wise if we followed the oysters example, and covered
up our annoyances with a goad firm layer of good
temper, instead of irritating ourselves with them.”

[ dare say,” remarked Herbert, ¢ that oysters think
pearls very ugly things.”

“Very likely,” said the mother, * just as we think
our troubles very ugly. But if we bear them rightly
they may perhaps look as beautiful to the angels as
pearls look to us.

Margaret looked long and thoughtfully at the Leau-
tiful circlet on her chubby fioger, and then said, * Please
tell us something eclse about my ring, mother dear!™

“Does my little girl remember the story which the
Lord Jesus told: There was once a merchant who
bought and sold precious stoncs. But most of all he
liked to get hold of a fine pearl, for that was worth
more than any stone. One day he heard of 2 man who
possessed a very precious pearl, larger and more beau-
tiful than any he had ever scen before.  But this won.
derful pearl was worth a great deal of money, and the
merchant had not sufficient mouney to buy it. \What
was he to dos He must have that pearl. e went
home and gatnered together all the precious stones
which he possessed—rubies, emeralds, and sapphires
—and sold them all that he might gain moncy enough
to buy this one beautiful pear), which was finer than
any he had known before. This is the story. \What is
its meaning? 1 think the precious stones which the
merchant possessed at first must stand for power and
wealth and Jearning and the Pearl of Great Price is the
knowledge of salvation through Christ Jesus. Is ihe
knowledge worth more than wealth, or learning, or
power? \Why yes! Which is better to know that
oneis surc of heaven, or to have money in the bank?
IVhich is better—to have the forgivencs of sins, or to
come out well in an examination? \Vhich, Herbert 2
Herhert rolled uneasily on the rug, Lut made no answer.

« And now another word for my little girl! I think
it isa good thing to find out the meaning of our names,
and then try and act up to that meaning. Now how
can you, my little Margaret be iike your name? 1 will
tellyou. \Vhen the ancient Romans looked at a pearl,
it made them think of three things—Dbeauty, modesty
and nobility. Then youmay be like the pearl if you
are beauntiful modest and noble. Do you think you can
make yourself beautiful, my darling? You cannot alter
your features, but a mouth that is never sour with ill-
temper, a forchead that is never wrinkled with frowns,
and cyes that are always shining with love and kind
ness cannot help but be beautiful

“Then the pearl is modest; it does not flash with
light like the diamond, or gleam with fire like the ruby.
It doecs not attract attention to itscli, cicept vy its
gentle shining.  You may belike the peatl in this. Do
not try to attract attention to yourself or your good
qualitics—be good but Ict other people find it out for
themselves. Do yoaur work well and quictly, then your
Jight will shine, and people will sce that you are onc of
God's pearls.

«“The Romans would mot ailow anvone to wear
peails, unless hie or she was «f noble birth. Bat my
Margaret may be noble without being a duchess  If
she biclongs to thie Lord Jesus, she may be a daughter
of the King of kings. _And a girl who _vnll 1.0t doa mean
thing who will not tell even a white lie, who twill ncver
try to Jdeceive is a noble girl. .

“\Will my little pearl try and be like her name ?
And now we must ring for lights, or father will come
home, ard find us in the dark. L.

So the children's kour ended with a loving kiss, and
the whispered prayer that bothson and daughter might
be found of the L.ord in that day whea he reckons wp
his jewels.—Gmee Winter in: 4k Caristian,



