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degrec to pronounc correctly on the monits of thc cast; ;andl not only so, but
even wec the letter a correct estimate of our internai condition, wc consider
its publication an evidence more of the spirit of self-vindication than of the
charity that thinthl no cvii. \Vc know of w~hat, we speak whoen we state,
that our churebes have donc more for the support of our principles ln propor-
tion to thcir nuibers and wealth, than any otherin the land. We know too,
that no othor B3ody has bccn so aggrcssivo ou thc nominal Tanks of other
scts than our own, considering our numbers and duration of effort. It
miglit seen egotistical to state that during our xnissionary efforts, covering a
space of thirty ycars, hundreds have beca brought by us to a knowledge of the
truth, yet not ten of' those viere previously brought up under Congrega,.tional
training, nor during ail that time, werc ten added to our ranhis thoughi cmi-
gration froni Eugland, and of the whole o? such, none were la advanco o?
members proviously gathcrcd ln, eitlicr for princely liberality, or chnistianl zeal.
Mr. Poore spealis o? having found our ininisters in more cornfortable circuin-
stances than he expected ; did it ever occur to that gentlemaan's mind that at
Ieast a number o? those mien were indebted to their own private resources, or
to the help of relatives, for those circumstances, and had used up the patri-
mony o? their eldren in order to cope lu some nicasure with other ministers
around them, so that the cause inigbt not suifer in their bands by comparison
la temporal conditions? Or perhaps that the good sisters, ministering to bis
wants, had robbed several dinners, past and to corne, lu order that they niight
obcy the apostolical injunction, Ilho caref'ul to entertain strangers." And
does Mn. Poore kunow that those, circumstanccs might have been bettcred,
Iiad thcy lovcd Congregationalism less ? Wghy then, are our supposed defici-
encies paraded to public gaze ? is it becauso many o? us werc dnawn into
the employmcnt o? the Loudon Colonial Missionary Society, by the promises
of its conmmittee and agents, andl have faithfully carricd out its instructions,
that an excuse is thus sought for deserting us, after we bave expended al
our private property, that so the funds origiually pledged to Canada, xnay ho
distributed in Australia ? if so,' we rejeet the reasons given, and as a mnatter
o? simple justice, eall on the London Committcc, and the Congregational
churches lu England to remember, that an essential principle o? Congrega-
tionalism declares, that "lui the multitude of counscilors there is safety," anid
therefore, any decision arrived at on the testimony and judgment o? one man
-and ho a niere visitor o? a few wecis duration, in opposition to the testi-
mnony of a large number of mnen just as intellectual and as honest, and more
intimately acquainted with the niattors to ho pronouneed on, Must Dot only ho
thorouglily uncongregational, but necessarily unjust.

1 arn not, howevcr, of thant number 'who conclude that Mr. Poore's çisit
bas grcatly damagcd our cause in Canada; if it could thus easily ho per-
mianently injured, it deserved annihilation. On the eontrary, I bolieve that
good -Will flow froin tho unpleasant agi;tation thus produccd ; for whilst 'we do
not considor our ehurches will suifer by eontrast witb. the saine denomination
lu England, or any elsowhero, stili we xight do better, and will, 1 bave no
doubt,odo botter, for the castigation that we have recoived, provided we bave
as much of that christian manhoodl Ieft lu us as has ebaracerized us hithorto,

-suficient to lift us over t'ho obstructions thus uuwlsely placcd lu our way. Au
old Scotch divine bas quaintly-said, that Iltho Iamb bas to box the udder
ere it yields its milk ;> friend Poore is certainly an adept lu that pbilosophy.

I amn dear-sir, yours ever cordia]ly,
B3elleville, lOth December, 1865. JOHN CLIMIE.
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