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the piigrimîs nvî,y takoc a roluidabout way to thecir Fatîer's house. N:îy, sorne
inay dispi:îy ratier utiseeïn)ly gainîbois iii the exercise of their friceduîii. 'huŽsù
wvill geieraliy bc the younger and more exuber:îît spirits, but ageaîîd experi-
enice wilI gecneraiiy correct tlîis tendency without inuel harîîî bviîîg donc.
'J'lî grcat body, litowever, %vill travel on in the eîîjoyitictit ie rrec air of'
lIcavelî, tic f'iagr:înt turf' under tlîeir lcet, in) the unrîîeldexorcise of'
their. f.Itieîcuhin îd guided by thc only unerî'ing chart, they ivill reacli tic
liaveui of' rcst not the less surecly that tlîey have nut t.rusted tu two guides-
the one fallible and tho other iniflllible-tha.t they have îîot pertitdt the
huinan stand:îrd to override [he Divine. Objectors natur:dly emougli Say,
accordlitg tu the Independent systein, wc cari uever hope to sec reilloved diat
whicli lias go lonig been a scandai and a reproacli [o 1rotestants-tlle great
divcrbity of* opizul ons auid denoininations ainong [hein; and fliat whiciî lins
been thic objeiet of' destre and prayer to so inany pions inicri inust thus ivuniain
iima.ccoipi.,ised-tUîc unionî otr ali Uic fiock of' Christ iii one fold, by Nviuich,
thcy iiieiii one grecat elîurch or ecelesiastical orga Eisa tion, Iwhicli Uîey gelleiaily
expeet wili bc on thecir owîî inodel. 1 hunîbiy think tiat there lias beeil a
grent dent of' umnccessary lamentation expeiidcd over thc divisions aniong
Christianls. liîstead of mou ,*ng over thelli, I confess I radhier likze ileii-
for titiless the intellectual colis(itution of nman wcrc completely ciaiiged, tlic
body of' jrof'ossing.- (lristians eould onily bc lield together iii a grand eceesias-
tical cor pora tion,> ciher by a powerful coercion or by a gencrai hiypocrisy. As
mn arc colistitîîtcd, it is impIossible Ulat they cari ail thiiîk alike, cspceially
on subjects cmhbraeiîîg moral and(necul ,lilets thrf , iii regard
to ('lristiau fcllowshiip, to avoid disputation and strifo, it is cotîveiiceiît aîîd
profitable [bat those Nvlio geîîcraiiy agrc on the main questions should f'uriiî
one society or' chîurclî, or seet if' you wili. T bis, lioiwever, ducs not or sliould
not hinder Chîrist ians of' evcry nanue front regardingas brcthren aill iho wvorsliip
with theui one Go<1 and FaUmer, one Lord and Saviour, and one Sp>irit of ahi
grace; nul- slîould it Iîindcr [hein froin juining cordially iii evcîy good work.
This spiritual unîion 1 believe [o bc the truc union of ail belicvcrs, anîd that
it is iii this scuse atone [bat as tliere is une Shepherd [lîcre wiil bc o11e tlock
and une fold. Holding sucli views, I conf'css that I dua't look %vithî flîvour
on a projcc't wilîi nîany good ien consider as highily desirabl -1 Enucanu a
unionî of the United I>rcsbytcriaa and the Free Cliurchs-mnd sonie even
contemîplatc tic prohability tlîat in duc tine it nay cîmbrace [lie Est.ablished
Cliureli also. NL-ot long Since tue Establislied Uîhurcli îîîy be said to have
been actnaiiy in this position ; it enihraced nlînost ail tire professing Christians
in Seotland, but its extensive union and poivcr, .so far frit being beneficial,
ivas baacful bath [o civil and religions liberty. I arni old enougli [o reieniber
lîcariiîg ren:d froi tic puipit the pastoral admnonition of' the Chxurcli of' Scot-
land, wlîieli was rcad froîn ail [lie pulpits of the Church, waraitig ail its
minnbers ag.liîst tho sin and danger of' eneouragiiig or heariîg preoachers
whoni they had not rcgularly ordaincd, meaning thercby such meon as the
Ilaldanes, lLowlaad 11111, Aikinan, and others ivho wcrc zealously cngaged ia

pr thig[at Gospel which niany of' thein dcspised. Was tîtere ce'or a large
and powcrul cectesiasticat corporation that did nuL attcaipt to cacroach on
the liberties of' the people ? and if you LA the thrce great denonîinations in
Scotiad iii one confederation, do you suppose tbey would flot use tieji' gî'cat
and uvoî'wlîciinig powcî* like otiier corporations for teir own nggrandiseinînt ?
That thîls wvould ho Uhc case wit.hi the [broc great denoniations, uuited, is
vcry certain, but you wouid not bc quito safe with the incorporation of' the
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