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second hour meridian ; at the end of the third hour it xviii bc on t1ve
third hour ineridian, and so passing over the whole twenty-four.*

This mode of distinguishing the hour meridian, possesses peculiar
advanitagcs which xvill be made plain on reference to the diagrani, shiow-
ing a projection of thec northern hemisphere. he figures around die
circuimference indicate the new nieridians numbered as described. Thie
sanie figyures indicate the twcnty-four liours into wvhich the xvorid's stù'îîd-
ard unit measure of time is d:vided. The motion of flic earthi on it..-
axis brings eachi hour rieridian in succession to its solar passage, and a
complete coincidence is obtained between the hiour meridians and die
liours of îlhe world's standard. For exampie, whien the solar passage is
on hour meridian number 12, it xvill bc 12 o'clock ; %vhen on hour meri-
diaîî numbe- 17, it xviii be 17 o'ciock, and so on for every ineridiaii.
Tlîroug1îout eachi day thLý solar passage becomes the index of time corn-
mon te, the xvorld.

'lle tinie nomenclature coninittce of the Royal Society of Canlada has hand under nie-
ation thec hest mode of distingenishiing the hour mneridians. This conimittce vetported, May 29jili
189!, in favour of uisiîg inmbers in prcfèrencc to gIeograpliica-l or other ternis, Sa as ta o1îviii ill

confusion, numbhers hiavingY the saine precise nîenning in all languages and being cquilly
appropriate iii both hielnisphieres. Trhe conittec likcwise expressed the opinion, whinch %va,
unanihnously cnidorsed by the society, that t'le hour nieridianis slioulil be niumberedl iii coný,ccul*lye
order froni the nti-prinic icridlian as zero, following tie apparent motion or the sun tow.1rds il.c
West, iliat is ta say as fol!ow5., viz


