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PRODUCTION OF BESAEMER INGOTS.
1848, Toan
Great Britain......... Geriieesiieetieiaaes 1,304,127
United Btates......... teeiretttieatntasane 1,619,430
Within ten years the figures had chauged thus :—
PRODULTION OF BESSEMER INGOTS.
108, Tous,
Great Britain..........co0vvniiiianann.es 1,635,226
United States.........cociivvivecnnaen. s 4,407,128

In the production of the open-hearth stee! ingots the change
lias not been 80 great, but still the headway gained by this
couantry has been noteworthy, Thus :-—

TMRODUCTION OF OPRK-BEARTE STRSL INGOIWN.

1858, Tona
Giveat Britain......... teeeecetetantretosas n6,918
United States, .. ...c..ovviiirinnevesncanas 133,476

1008, Tons.
Great Britain. .. .......ccoiivanniveninnns 1,724,737
United States......oiiiiiineiiianiiaannen 1,137,182

Thia is the result of the protective tariff which gives to us
an opportunity to try to supply our own wants from our own
resources.

These figures show what protection bas doue towards
expansion of the iron and steel industries of the United States.
The following shows what can be accomplished by home skill
after a fow years of experience, in the way of reducing cost.
Tn 1867 stesl rails cost in the United States $166.00 per ton ;
in 1872, 8112.00; in 1880, #67.50; in 1895, £22.00 to
$24.00. The duty on steel rails is £13.44-per ton. Will any
" one pretend that the United States mailway cumpanies are
compelled by this protection duty to pay more for steel rails
than they would be able to peocure foreign rails for, even if
free of duty? United States steel rails are now so cheap
that they are frequently imported into Canada in preference
to English rails. Very wany iustances could be given of
same purports  Under a like policy, the iron industry in
Canxin would cxpand in same porportion at in the United
Statey.

The above statements conclusively disprova the assertion
that protection is an injustice to the consumer. Tts aim and
object is to provide the greatest possible diversitz of cmploy-.
ment for which the conutry aflords a fair fleld cf cuterprise,
by securing for capita! and labor the home market. Tts im-
mediate effect way be to nake guois a little dearer for a shore
time than under free trade ; this disadvantage being couater-
balsnoad by the indirect advantages accruing to the country
thwugh the diversification and expansion of ity industries,
the ultimate and early result will be that through the accu-
mulation of capital, experience and skill, all kinds of goods
for which the resvurces of the couutry are adapted will be
produced of us good quality and at as low prices as in any
oountry in the workd.

With respect to the third proposition, that Canadian brain,
brawn and uscle are equal to competition with any country,
and therefore require no protection.  This is simply clap-teap.
Add the expression, “all other conditions being equal,” and
the Manufacturer will asvent. In addition to these qualifica
vions, there are required for sucoess in all Lmuches of com-
merce and manufacturing, capital, experience, skill and estab.
lished connections. To claim that a young country like Csa-
ada, even with its great natursl resources snd vigorous and
intelligent population, should be able to compete in manufac-
turing, ete, with old countries which for ages past have been

accumulating capital, experience and skill, is as sheer nonsense
as Lo contend that a rogiment of raw reeruits, however hardy,
Lrave and intelligent, should be able to compete on an open
fleld with « regiment of highly disciplined veterans. Give to
Canadians the sawe training and equipment as to their com-
petitos, and then and not till then van they be expected to
compete suocessfully. Training and equipment either of men
or nations require time and expenditure, and being necessary,
both the time and the expense must be granted. Protection
to home induatries is what education is for the younyg men and
girls. In either case there may be a little temporary national
or famiiy sacrifice, but in both cases the ends to be attained
are %o eminently desirable that ouly selfishness or penurious.
uess would grudge the expenditure required.

The position of the opponents of the-National Policy must
be weak indeed, when they are compelled to resort to groes
misstatements and fallacious conclusions which established

facts completely disprove and refute.

THE NATIONAIL POLICY AND THE EXODUS.

The census returns weré made to do some strange duty
during the last election campaign. Special items separated
from their context were made the basis of very deceptive
conclusions. Maay hours of speechifying and many columns
of newspapers were oocupied in dilating upon a fact that no
ono disputes, viz:—That in many of the long settled and
rich-agricultural counties in the province of Outario, there
Lad been an actual decrease in rural population, and not only
this, but that the increase in the population of the whole
Domwinion had been unaller than the natural increase. From

‘these two facts it was argued that during the ten years, 1881

to 1891, thicre had been a considerable exodus of Canada'’s
population.  On thiy slender proposition, the conclusion was
drawn, that inssmuch as the National Policy was in opera-
tion during these ten years, therefore it was the cause of the
alleged exodus. Queer conclusion, that because two facts are
coincident, therefore the one must be the cause of the other,
while it may really be that the alleged cause actually miti-
gated the result which a variety of other cauwes produced ;
and this is just what a fair consideration of the census would
have established. From the isolated iten showing a slight
decrease in rural population, it might be inferred that there
had been an abandonment or neglect of mauy farns.
Reference to another point estublished by the census shows
the true position of the ngricultural industry, and the actual
cause of this decreasein rural population ; and as the political
hacks who have been misleading the people on this subject
must have becn quite cugnizant of this point,it was discredit-
able on their part o withold und conceal it.  The census
returus show that during the teu years, 1881 to 1891, ther
was an actual increase of 6,638,062 acres in improved lands
throughout the Dominion, the increase heing 30.31 per ceut.
This iy quite & favorable exhibit. Oa the other haud, there
was a decrease of 7,206 in the number of farmers and farmer's
sons in 1391, as compared with 1881, the decrease being 1 09
per cent. The statistics show that in 1831 there was
farier or farmer's son for every thirty-three acres of improvid

‘land, while in 1891 the proportion was ounly one for every

foriy-four acres. Here is found the true 1emson for tie
decresse in rursl population. It was not that there had been




