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sponsibility of Episcopalianism on the . as they say, the ¢ivil courts have no business
r. It holds a middie place hetween these | with the case at all, they will not produce the
o extremes, It occupies the same position papers necessary to siiow, whether vr not they
wards these in Church-government that a  have acted within their powers. Al this dis-
stitutional power does in civil government | cussion proceeds upun the supposition that a
the extremes of autocracy and democracy. minister sacrifices part of bis independent ac-
takes mﬁz;!tls ,']"'0“:‘111‘ ropx('lest-umtiontix.x ste}s- . tit(‘m, and for the {31‘,1:}- of '(1;0{1 l;\nd lthe gmlnl
ns, presbyteries and synods to ascertain the | of men promises to be guided by others.  In
nfiments of the pcopl.(i and its authwiity in | reward for this, he ):cgcib\ es o ccitajn respect,
forcing its measures is based upon this vro- . enjoys particular privileges of public aid pri-
s conducted in accordance with the prin- vate instruction, and ordinary people, engros-
iles of the bible, as expounded m certain, sed with the business of the world, expect
mularies. All who take part in the pro-, him to keep them in mind of their spiritual
ings of a Presby terian Church, are bound | duties and, among others, heep them up to
earry out the decisions of its courts.  Iu-, the mark in liberdity to the cause of the
ividual opinions must not interfere with the Redeemer. Tt is meant by this, to show that,
neral action of the body. Ministers and in a Church of Christ, it is absolutely neces-
lers vow ard members promise to dispense | sary that, whatever piivate opinions indivi-
itha small share of their personal indepen-  duals may hold in general measures, constitn-
ence for the accomplishment of hig, .. cuds. tionally and deliberately agreed upon, al' must
here is nolhardship in th}:;l fluf('mﬁ]cu; for | go tugether, as in all Obt'hm. dﬂl)'cm’iml‘ \\:Sertl‘
nstitutional means are provided for hearing common sense is not abjured for individua
very: complaint and. discllxssing the souudnes% " whims. !
fevery opinion. Thus a Presbyterian Church,  We are weak enough to be true and sin-
ought to move in a mass, because it takes  cere believers in the seripturalness and expe-
every possible means for ascertaining the , diency of Presbyterian Church Government.
apinions of the mass before it moves at all. | There is no more convincing evidence of its
By first manifesting a due respect to the, soundness than the general movement among
Christian liberties and general wisdom of wll , Episcopalians to obtain synodical action on
its members, it establishes the right of de- | the one hand,and the existence among Congr -
manding o drec.i}grocatio‘li ;;f respect ()1}1 their ;.E:Lt’ionaliits of \\l’lmt tl]xey argﬂplcz(\lsed“to call
art to its decisions, What we say then is, , “ Unions” on the other. 1e dwellers on
rhat until any member of the Chur)ch or any , the uncomfortable extremes of the despotism
section can have their opinions endorsed by | of one man and the despotism of the crowd
|the body they have no right in a Presbyterian , feel the need of betaking themselves to the
Church to follow an independent or congregu- | golden mean, the temperate zone of a consti-
tional course. In the matter of collsctivns, a | tutional system, that neither places the rights
minister or missionary, if he will be true to , and interests of the people wholly in the
lis colors, can do nothing but make them , hands of the clergy, nor subjects a class of
when the day comes; and an individual pres- , men, who have sacrificed a considerable de-
bytery that takes a course of its own in im-  gree of personal liberty for the privilege of
portant measures, is doing more injury to , doing good, to the whims und sudden phren-
Presbyterianism than the most eloquent and |, zics of the fickle crowd. But pure and ravish.
learned disquisitions in its defence could do | ing as our ideal of a Presbyterian Church is,
good, , the actual and present forms come far short
A case of some interest is now pending of it, and we often ask ourselves: Shall we
hefore the civil courts in Scotland.  Macmil- | be privileged to see, efore leaving this agi-
lan has prosecuted the Free Church Asscm-  tated.world, a Presbyterian Chureh worked
bly and craves damages for the injury done | out according to its” principles; transfusing
to him by that court, which he avers has vio- , into its members a spirit of enlightened
lated its own constitution. ‘The real question ' Christianity ; disseminating a religion werthy
atissue is; how far Mr. Macmillan has by of its great founder; diffusing among the
contract placed himself in the power of his people a just veneration for antiquity, lor the
ecclesiastical superiors. That he has sacri- | great movements of the 16th century, and for
ficed part of his personal independance, both | the various Protestant Churches rising out of
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) Xercis punsible power | the times, in a temperate advance; inducing
claimed by them, [and which said gentleman  in the minds of the people a pride in, respect
lauded vastly, when in this country, as also 'for, and enlightened obedience to, their
nfiled against the contrary with the greatest | Church Courts, and pre-eminently exhibiting
\'go]ence,] they have taken more liberties with )8 clergy, each man of whom feels bound ip
his maintenance and good name than he en- , carry oat in good faith the enterprises which
gaged to submit to. 'The silly and daugerous | the uuited and constitational wisdom of the
position: tuken by the Free Church is, that , Church Courts have stamped with approba-
they may exceed their engagement or not, as | tion? In this corrupt world we despair of
they please,—~that they are the solejudges of , beholding such a spectacle ; but, small as WE
the case in all its aspects, and that, because, | are, we have the best right to, be such %




